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EDITORIAL
SEPTEMBER 1991

It's no use, we'll have to transfer our summer holidays to February when life is a bit quieter. Not producing an August Newsletter has given us a backlog of reports and other items - not surprisingly as this is the busiest time for rallies and similar activities. Hopefully I can put in all that is awaiting your eager attention. Nice also to know that some felt 'really deprived without the usual monthly read. So some people do look at the Newsletter.
-

This month George has begun to describe his efforts with the much admired Cambridge Special and promises more in the future for the more technically minded.

So we had some Summer after all! Let's hope the good weather continues into Autumn - there's still plenty of outdoor activity to come.

Hope to see you there,

John

SECRETARIAL
Well Folks,

We were very lucky for the day of Beaulieu National Rally dawned fine. A good dry day was had by all and a few prizes won here and there by the Dorsets.  The heavens opened however later in the proceedings!
July's Club Run was extremely well supported with round about 13 cars I reckon, and an enjoyable day. A friendly pub had been sniffed out by the intrepid Phil. It had only been open a week and was hungry for our custom. The landlord, believe it or not, had just sold a Chummy. The steam train ride to the Pick-Your-Own in the afternoon was a great idea, but no doubt further details will appear within.

Those of you who were not at Club Night may not know that reflective spare wheel covers are now available from Phil, and have been supplied by the A7 Club Association. We are passing them on without profit to the Club.

Munwellyns have recently acquired a '37 Ruby which is very sound and original, but requires sympathetic restoration, so as usual we are burning the midnight oil, well at least until about 10 pm, to give us a chance for a couple of pints.

Despite a poor day, the annual Club Barbecue went off very well and the weather did improve for the evening, a mad few even ventured into the sea. Well done Merv and thanks to Jane for organising the crazy races on the beach.

Seems a long time since the last Newsletter, difficult to remember all that has gone on!
STOP PRESS! By the time you read this, our Ruby should be up for sale - any. takers?

Cheers,

Gary
PHIL'S MOTTISFONT MEANDER
20TH JULY 1991

It was a lovely sunny Sunday morning, as we all gathered at the Furlong

Car Park awaiting the start of another Austin Seven Run. Brian Williams and Dave Whetton had come to see us off. Unfortunately, they couldn't join us due to prior commitments and Brian being on standby. At 10•45, we left

the car park, fourteen Austins in all and Merv and Holly in the Morris Minor. We made our way out of Ringwood and towards the New Forest. I spotted a bee-keeper tending his bees as we went by.

We passed the Alice lsle and the Red Shoot as we continued on through the forest. There were New Forest ponies and their foals everywhere enjoying the sunshine. We carried on through Bramshaw, where we came to a ford and where I attempted to take a photograph of Jane and Dusty as they came through. Not easy when you're standing up in an Austin and moving at the same time. Further on into the Forest, it was good to see some donkeys and their young also enjoying the sunshine. As we passed through Lockerly, we saw some children painting a white fence. A good way to spend a Sunday morning.

As we crossed the railway crossing at Mottisfont I could see the little station on the left and it brought back memories of when I was a girl many years ago. We used to go on our holidays to Houghton and spend lovely summers with my Grandparents. They had a lovely cottage right by the river. The names Mottisfont, Kingsomborne, Houghton are all names of stations we used to stop at on the way. As we went through the village of Houghton, with its cottages and beautifully kept gardens, we had the River Test, (famous for its trout fishing) on the right of us. We then reached The Boot, our lunch stop. The Boot has recently been refurbished after being taken over by a new landlord. The landlord used to own The Vine in Stockbridge High Street. We were made very welcome as we were shown into the restaurant, where there was more than enough room for all of us. The food was first class, well worth a visit whenever you're that way. Jeff and I left there for half an hour to pop in and see my cousin who lives a couple of doors away.

We left The Boot just after 2•00 pm for Broughton. As we drove through East and West Tytherly and into the country once more, we were delighted to see the red poppies and the blue cornflowers giving lovely splashes of colour to  the hedgerows.  In the New Forest, we found a lovely place to stop and stretch our legs at Woodgreen and the scenery was 'something else'.

Then back in the cars and on to Blissford Hill - thinking Bluebell might not make the top, I got out to give her a chance. She spluttered and coughed a bit, but she made it in the end. Poor Bluebell, she doesn't like Blissford Hill at all. She must have remembered it from the Daffodil Run. We didn't make it that time either.

Back on the road again, heading for the Avon Valley, pick-your-own Strawberries and steam train. The Owner, once more very pleased to see us, taking a video of the cars and their owners, especially Scott and Michelle, as they were the youngest of the group. All aboard for the steam train. She had to make two trips to get all the Seveners to the Strawberry Fields. Baskets filled, we made the return steam train journey back to get the strawberries weighed and to have a well earned cup of tea. All too soon, it was time to say our farewells and make our way home. What a lovely day. Thanks to everyone, especially a big 'Thank You' to Hilary and Phil for planning a splendid day out.

Marilyn Bridge

1976 - AUGUST - 1991

Our August Run took the form of a Treasure Hunt, expertly organised for us by Gary. It was a beautiful day, bright and fresh, and our route took us through some pleasant countryside. It even took us down some lanes we did not know,which made a change - after years of runs and treasure hunts you begin to think there isn't a lane in Dorset you have not been down before! The eleven competi​tors left the Viewpoint at approximately five minute intervals and seemed to stay well spaced out - we only saw a couple of other cars all the way round and they were going in the opposite direction!! The clues were nicely visible, only a few entailed getting out of the car, once to climb a stile and once to poke about in a graveyard, and fortunately for our 'Sunday morning' brains were simple, none of those cryptic clues or anagrams. On the meandering route through Wimborne, Witchampton, several Gussages, Farnham and various Tarrants we had to spot thirty clues and collect five objects. We eventually found ourselves back at Lytchett Minster at the Chequers Inn for lunch. By now the day was very hot and a pleasant lunch hour or two was spent by the assembled Frampton, Page, Rideal, Whitter, Mooney, Witt, Simmonds, Mainzer, Whibley, Munn and Cowley families in the pub garden. The occasion was only slightly marred by the Chef having some personal crisis and refusing to take food orders at one stage. However, eventually everyone was fed and watered and in due course went their separate ways. A small group of us ended up at Upton House for a gentle stroll through the herbaceous border, across the park and around the house to the Heritage Centre and Tearooms. Here, having admired the fearsome proportions of a gun mounted on a punt to shoot poor unsuspecting ducks and some modern art, we stopped for refreshment. The five of us around the tea-table, John, Cynthia, Gary, Bern and me, have all been members of the club for fifteen years - which brings me rather neatly to the "1976" bit of the title.

The first ever DA7C run took place in August 1976. My memory is not what it should be. so I had to dip into the club archives to get some details. It seems three Austin Sevens and one Standard 8 took part, accompanied by sixteen men, women and children! As one '31 Box contained Roger Ballard and a girlfriend (no name given) it would appear the other fourteen souls were crammed into the three remaining cars - those were the days! John and Cynthia had their three boys in the '31 Mulliner, Mike Wragg and Elizabeth in the Standard 8 had two children at that time and Bern and I squeezed our four children in a'31 Box Saloon. (I know that all adds up to 17, for those of you counting, but that's what it said in the write-up. Either the editor could not count or somebody was missing!) What is it that makes these A7 enthusiasts have such large families and such small cars? This merry little band had a run to the Salisbury area, stopping at Chettle House and then on to the Old Mill at Harnham for tea!, I'm sure that the weather was fine for them as 1974 was a wonderful scorching hot summer.

To return to 1991 - there was a prize of a bottle of wine for the winners of the Treasure Hunt. Modesty forbids me to mention who won (by only a point) but Bern and I ended the day sitting in the garden with a nice glass of wine!!! Cheers! Here's to the next 15 years.

Thanks Gary for organising an enjoyable day out.

Jackie Cowley

Dear Reader, FH 8590

What is it? Bit of a homemade kit car, eh! Fiberglass? What a beautiful car, how do you get in to it?  Well whatever you think, and you are all entitled to your opinion, I am impressed with our new car named by Joy as 'FAST HUMPHREY'.

What is it? Well it is a 1.1.1934 high frame, (box) long wheelbase chassis and engine with an open 2 seater sports body by Cambridge Engineering, hence is known as an Austin 7 Cambridge Special.

I will attempt to get hold of some historic data on the company that produced them and write a future article, but for now if you pick up your copy of Bill Williams book 'Austin 7 Specials', you will see the car photograph and all described there. Bill owned and ran Cambridge Engineering.

FH is pleasingly very original in this respect, the body is original Cambridge, all it needed was a rear panel repair. To make my life easier in fitting it to a LWB chassis, I stretched the body 24 inches.  The very pretty flowing wings are also Cambridge original as are the hydraulic conversion plates (aluminium) also described in Williams' book.  The windscreen, always a difficult item to find, is also Cambridge original. See the photograph in the book.

When I acquired the car, which was in a very sorry state, I was determined to rebuild as close to the junk that it was when I received it. I still have the bonnet and side panels that were fitted and I built new panels to replace them.

The headlamps and wing-carrying frames were rusted away and were virtually useless as patterns. The same was true of the tank-carrying frame so all that is now fitted is of my own design.

The nice thing about a special is that you can more or less build what you like for the engine, brakes, lighting trim, etc so I made a few early decisions that I stuck with.

I had a choice of a split front axle to give me independent front suspension or a dropped axle with lowered radius arms. I chose the latter as the basis for the front suspension.

For some years I had in mind to build a special and I always intended to use

12 volt electrics so that decision was followed through and the finished car

is equipped with a 12 volt Lucas alternator and a pair of Cibie Oscar headlamps fitted with 55/60 watt quartz halogen bulbs. I don't have any problems with modern traffic, the lights are terrific.

Bill Williams liked to use a combination of 15 and 16 inch wheels, 15 front

with 400/425 tyre and 16 rear with 500/525 tyre (see the photograph and read the book). I therefore followed his thoughts and have so equipped FH.

These decisions, together with the hardware I possessed, have made the car what it is today. A rather pretty very small 2-seater fun sports car.

As you can be in no doubt, we don't like dark colours very much, so I selected Old English White as the colour for the car. With a red interior and wings and wheels in Silver, the overall effect is very pleasing and from the rear, very MG in appearance.
FH is now on holiday as I write this, with us in the Isle of Wight enjoying itself immensely on the island roads and giving Joy and me great pleasure. So far since the Blandford Driving Test, (1st day out!) it has been to Chirk in Wales and has covered in the order of 1500 miles to date. It is a delight to drive, but there are lots of things we must change before we set forth next year on the 750 Euro '92 trip.

On Sunday 14th, we were invited to join in an MG Car Club Gymkhana here in Isle of Wight (driving test). FH dumfounded them all by performing better than many of their own cars. The problem with the bigger engined cars on grass uphill is that they could not keep the power on the wheels without spinning off the track. No such problem with FH. Austin prove yet again that MG can't easily put them in the shade.

For the technically minded, I will write again on FH build and some of the things that may interest you.

Until the next time.

George and Joy.
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TYRE DESCRIPTIONS ACT

"This bus going to City Centre?" 
“No man...”
"But it says 'City Centre' on the front."

"Man, it says 'India' on the tyres, but we're not going there."

'Autocar’
AUSTIN SEVEN BEGINNINGS – A story of Austin Folk.

John & Margaret Powell

John at the age of eleven, back in 1948, had a 1928 Austin Special bought for him by his father to drive around the woods at Milford on Sea. (Any advance on that as a beginner with Austin Seven's?)

His present car, 1932 LJ 5026, newly restored to a very high specification and out for its first Rally to the Brockenhurst Fireman's Day in 1991, has an interesting if not amazing story. John bought it from a Dealer in Christchurch in 1963 for £5. Fully intending to restore it, he stripped it right down, BUT!, these good intentions were forestalled when an earlier 1931 came along. The original project was abandoned, In 1965 he decided to store all the parts for spares and dispose of the chassis, Fortunately they just happened to have a big, big hole on their land into which the 'eyesore' of a wreck? - (wife's description at that time), was duly deposited and ceremoniously covered i.e. properly buried by John. Later in the-mid 70s when values of Austins began to rise, so did the Austin `wreck`. John fortunately remembered the burial spot. Much to both their surprise and joy it was found not to be in such a bad condition.  Well, at least the chassis wasn't but the body needed blasting and various panels replacing.  So, 28 years after starting, the restoration was completed.  Again, another record? Those with an eye for detail might be interested in the unusual shape of the door pockets on the 1932.  
John was rightly pleased in that by looking and photographing other similar cars at rallies he was able to authenticate the detail in his own car.
Whilst being justifiably proud of their achievement, both Margaret and John say "NO MORE RESTORATIONS", only enjoyment of same!
Coincidences happen to the Powells. At Brockenhurst a bloke came up to them saying, ‘I think that car used to belong to my Grandad’. Likewise at Stourpaine in his OU 7796 Box, a dear old girl from the Isle of Wight, together with her recent newly wed husband of 92, came up saying 'excuse me, but I'm sure that's my father's old car, I've got a photograph of me standing by it'. Forthwith John took an update of the same for her!
`

The Powells joined the club in around 1985, enjoy the rallies, club nights etc.' along with us all.
He also has a Morris Series E, fully restored and about 5 motorbikes! I bet they match the interesting and amazing story of LJ?
BB June, 1991
IT WAS VERY NICE to see so much of the Marriner family (Keith, Lesley and Helen) of the Midlands A7 Club this summer. Keith has sent the following to be included in the Newsletter.

THE DORSET TOUR " Marriner Style "

In her new livery GV2225 took to the Weymouth road for the starting point of our "tour", the Chandlers Hotel and coffee with Arthur Davis. After a good chat, a couple of hours later we set off to see the sights and sample the brews of Weymouth.

Saturday evening was the dash to Studland Beach to join the not so sober Dorset Club members in a barbeque; an evening of dining, wining, singing, not to mention the beach games. As the sun set over the bay some members even took to the water. It was a great evening.

Arthur had invited us to a WVPS gathering in Dorchester the following day, so we duely turned up and parked next to Arthur’s 1920s Hillman. It was a scorching day, with good company and some nice vehicles and at a pace we liked - slow.

Apart from pottering around the local area we did visit the Llewellyn household to see if he could find a solution to a dynamo problem. No Luck - We thought lubrication may be needed, so we adjourned to the local. (Thinking the Dorset brew, may enhance the flow of technical thought!)

Thursday was the DA7C club night at Ringwood and we managed to cash in on a club run. About 15 sevens set off from the pub, but because of delay, by the time we got onto the road there wasn't a seven in sight. Luckily we had some locals in a couple of specials behind us. They even managed to find another group of sevens along the road who had lost the lead cars! There must have been A7's all over the forest roads but I'm ****
if we could find them. So we settled for our own sunset run back to the pub.

It was a lively meeting with lots of old friends. We even managed to walk off with a raffle prize and another Austin 7.
We'll be back Dorset, (Sooner than you think) 
NB. Thanks to all concerned for the hospitality.
Keith Marriner
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FOR SALE

1937 Austin Seven Mk 2 Pearl Cabriolet Cherry and Black. Generally good condition. MOT till August 1992 
£5,000
Austin Seven Spares, mainly late (1937) including 3 brg crankcase,

4 speed gearbox, radiator, cylinder head, crankshaft, camshaft, oil pump, carb, front axle beam, flywheel, wheels, 6V battery, new copper gaskets

and boxes of many small items too numerous to list 
£175
the lot.

35 Copies of, Practical Motorist (1950s) 
£20

Vol. 1 Nos. 1 - 10 The Automobile (1983) 
£15.

Keith Mitchell, Tel! 0425 613060 (pm)
RUBBER STAMPS depicting Austin Sevens are now available from Merely Motoring, Kea House, Laverstock Park, Salisbury, Wilts. Tel. 0722 323570. These can be used for your note paper, envelopes, invitations etc and are produced on polished wooden tops with deeply embossed rubber print surfaces. The images are clear and the stamps are easy to use, clean and store. Will last for years. Choice of Chummy, SWB Box, LWB Box, Ruby and Ulster.
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Hull-climbing Capabilities and
Froni-wheel Brakes of England's Smallest
First Description.

Testing the

Family Car.

N the Austin Scven at its new
price of X165, we have the most
serious attempt on the part of a

1wwesponsible manuiacturer to attack the
sidecar market, for this miniature ear,
not only owing to its price, but also on
account of - its power-weight ratio,
petrol and oil and tyre consumption,
should set up new records for economi-
cul family travel. :

In the past we have seen ears with
small engines, exceptionally lc..-priced
cars, cars which excel in petrol con--
sumption or speed, and feather-weight, cars, but
until the introduction of the Austin Seven these
characteristics were not often found combined in a
single vehicle.

What the Austin Represents.
. To estimate the niche that the Seven will take
in the world of motoring, we must

(Left) A contrast
in “tracks.”

{Above} The car
is so light that it
can easily be
lifted on to a jack.

(Circle) The
diminutive  pro-
portions of the
Austin Seven are
plainly shown in
this photo.

° Stepping into the driving compartment from the
wide, off-side door, one soun notes the comfortable
adjustable bucket seats, which provide ample sup-
port for the small of the back and shoulders; more-
over, the width of the body is such as to allow two

5r0wn-ups, clad in heavy overcoats, to he accomiro-

ated with their arms inside the hudy. Gear cnanuge -
and clutch are soft and smooth,

approach the problem from the
point of view of the motorcyclist
or poor family man rather than
from the standpoint of the citizen
who is already comlortably enough
off to run a more expensive car.
To the former the Seven repre-
scints an_upward step ; to the lat-
ter possibly the reverse, although
there will be many who will appre-
ciato its utility as a tender to the
big car. To the poor man in the
streot the cheap American car does
not appeal, owing to its high run-
ning and taxation chavges, but in
the case of the Austin low first cost
should be combined with low run-
ning_ cost, which naturally follows
on light weight.

The car which we tested was one
of the fivat to be constructed, and
had alecady scen some 5,000 miles’

verse.

Price: £1865.

TABLOID SPECIFICATION.

.Enlina : 55mm, by 75mm.(747c.c.),
78 b.p. water-cooled, magneto

Gearbox : Three speeds and re-
verse, unit construction, 54,
98 and 17°Sto 1,23 to 1 re-

Suspension : Front transverse, rear
quarter-elliptics.
Brakes: Internal-expanding on all

wheels,

Wheels : Five 26 in. by 3 in. wire
wheels and tyres.

Lighting : By gear-driven dynamo.

Equipment : Hood, double screen,
full side curtains, horn.

Address: Austin Motor Co., Ltd.,
Northfield, Birmingham.

and the powers of acceleration
quite astonishing for a four:
eylinder engine, smaller  than
many motorcycle power units.

Capable of High Speeds.
The engine takes a little time to
warm up, but when hot runs hke
silent sewing machine. On second
speed we estimate that the car can
do over 30 m.p.h,, whilst on the
top a speed of 50 m.p.h. has heen
attained. Generally  speaking,
however, a road specd of 30 m.p.h.
represents sifent and pleasurabie
travel, and permits an average
speed of 27 m.p.h. or 23 m.p.h. to be
maintained over main roads. One
is impressed by the silence of the
axle, transmission and engive on
top gear, whilst the suppleness of
the suspension and the manner in

servico in the course of its daily
demonstrations in different parts of the conntry. It
was not specinlly tuned for the trinl, which was
wndertaken principally with the object of gaining
some idea as to the eapabilities of the vehicle.

B2l

which the car holds the roads on
corners are equally remarkable.  Armchaiv critics
might claim that with a wheelbase of 6 ft. 3 irs
and a track of only 3 ft. 1 ins. the vehiele wonld b
unstable. Nothing could be farther from the truth,

ol



A. Small Size - £1.95

B. Larger Size - £2.95

SAE 40 and 140 Oils. These and a wide range of other oils and greases are readily available from Specialised Products (Western) Limited, 80, Cobham Road, Ferndown Industrial Estate - if you are finding it difficult to obtain supplies.

WANTED The Austin Seven Clubs' Association Magazine 1973C. Please contact John Weaver (0202) 573899.

CONSTANT MAGNETO PROBLEMS ?
UNRELIABLE IGNITION ?

Have your magneto fitted with our electronic ignition system to improve starting, tickover and reliability. The system draws very little current and retains near-original appearance.

Please send your complete magneto for conversion and state the voltage and polarity of the electrical system.

Brian Williams has been using a Chummy fitted with one of these systems and has found it fantastic!

For further details please telephone Kirby Rowbotham 0889-584758.

HOW TO SPOIL A CLUB RUN for others!​

1.
Don't bother to make sure that you can always see the car behind in your rear view mirror.

2.
Never slow down if you think the car behind is in trouble.

3.
Never mark a corner (i.e. STOP if you have made a sharp right or left hand turn without being in view of the car behind).

4.
Always stop, as above, immediately round the corner and never move forward when the others appear or you won't block the corner completely and leave the tail stuck out on the road from which you have come.

5.
If the car in front of you stops never stop yourself, just wave merrily as you overtake.

I wonder if irony will help. Part of the enjoyment of a Club Run stems from the fact that usually only the leader knows the route. If Members lose the car behind, the Run is spoilt not only for the driver behind, but also those behind him.

SLOW DOWN IF THE CAR BEHIND YOU SLOWS DOWN. THIS WILL RESULT IN A 'KNOCK

 FORWARD' EFFECT AND NO ONE WILL EVER GET LOST IF WE ALL DO IT.

WVPC MOTORCADE. For those not able to collect their plaques on the day, one or two will be available at the September Club Night from David Whetton.
WELCOME to new Club Members Brian Clapperton and Howard Tilly. Be sure to make yourselves known.
PUZZLE SOLVERS will find an unusual brain-stretcher with this month's Newsletter. Jeff Bridge passed it on and the answers will appear next month. It's difficult.
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" Your car will be ready in a couple of weeks, sir. Our senior partner is personally handling the final series of road tests."

EVENTS

SEPTEMBER Thursday 19th September.- CLUB NIGHT at the Elm Tree. 8.00 p.m. 'Sharing Experience' - A question and answer session is planned. Come prepared with your mechanical queries and please be prepared to contribute your experience, expertise and tips. Properly approached this could be a very helpful evening, especially for the inexperienced restorer.

NOTE! Spares will not be available at this Meeting.

Sunday 22nd September. CLUB RUN. A Hampshire Ramble to include a visit to the Watercress Line at Alresford. Meet at the Cat and Fiddle at 9.45 for 10.00 a.m. There will be a prompt start.

OCTOBER Thursday 3rd October.- '9 to Late' ( for those who want to meet for a natter) at the Woolpack, Sopley.

Thursday 17th October. CLUB NIGHT at the Elm Tree. 8.00 p.m. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sunday 20th October. CLUB RUN

DIARY DATES- Sat. 16th Nov. Glastonbury Carnival trip. (See below)

Sat. 14th Dec. Provisional date for Club Christmas Dinner.

VISIT TO THE AMAZING GLASTONBURY FLOODLIT CARNIVAL
` .

Saturday 16th November  Cost £4.50 per person

A coach will leave Ringwood at 4 pm and will pick up-at Christchurch, Bournemouth, Poole, Wimborne, Blandford, Sturminster Newton and Sherborne.

Come and enjoy one of the really spectacular Somerset Carnival processions, drink as much as you like, you only have to stagger back to the coach which leave Glastonbury at about 10•30 pm.

Precise picking up points and times later.

Please complete the form below if you want to come. Return to me before October 11th.
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