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EDITORIAL
NOVEMBER 1991
Any black smudges on this month's Newsletter are probably due to the sackcloth and ashes worn by your Editor. Last month's delicious, incomparable Lemon Cheesecake recipe was given to me, not by Jackie, but by HILARY! Sorry Hillee - and you're famed for it too! I must ask my nurse for more pills.

Traditionally the November Club Night is Auction Night - our opportunity to buy other peoples rubbish and offload our own - amidst some hilarity. A profit can be made, so see details within.

Also within other items of interest, including a profile of the popular Cresseys, and in particular details of this year's Club Christmas Dinner. Mervyn seems to have struck a good deal for us again. Do let him know your requirements as soon as possible and certainly by 6th December.

You are also reminded that subscriptions are now due. See details plus a slip which you can use or copy to make life easier for John P, Membership Secretary.

Finally, I know the Club Committee appreciated the tremendous turn-out for last month's A.G.M. There must have been at least 60 members present.

Now to dig out the things I bought last November, what with inflation etc…… you never know!
See you then,
John

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER. Items welcome by 29th November.

SECRETARIAL Well Folks,

Another A.G.M. over and done, quite a low key affair as usual, not too political. Your Committee was re-elected plus Glyn Llewellyn additional to the Events Sub Committee.

For those of you that were not there, the 'Bob Burrows Memorial Trophy' for Club Person of the year was presented to Mike Wragg for his sterling efforts on the monthly raffle. The 'Vic Steele Memorial Trophy' was presented to Scott Whibley for his recent excellent restoration, and the Ladies' Trophy to Jane Symonds for her keenness and usage of her Austin and Emma Mainzer's success at the skittles match with the Bristol A7C was rewarded with a trophy.

Paul Mainzer and I recently attended the quarterly A7 Clubs' Association meeting. Various subjects were chewed over.  A point raised was the creation of a new Club, to be known as the 'Avon Valley Austin 7 Group! They are to meet in Lacock, near Spye Park. To this end it might be nice if we got involved with them over a few runs, events etc. I'll keep you posted.

The three main events being organised next year for the 70th Anniversary of the A7 are - Easter - John O'Groats - Lands End run – 750MC: Aug. 15-30 Eurotour - 750MC - 58 out of a possible 70 entries already, plus August Bank Holiday - Longbridge Weekend. Details when available.

Cheers

Gary
The Ansty For Austins Run




Sunday 20th. October
Having returned to the fold after missing a couple of runs, I volunteered to make a further contribution with this write up. Did I hear groans?

John and I, together with other Club Members were very pleased to welcome Mike Wragg in his recently acquired Cabriolet Mark 2. There being a good variety of vehicles I recorded them, the various descriptions offered by the owners were imaginative to say the least but, basically, we had Paul leading in his Chummy, two Cabriolets, an Opal, a Ruby, an Ulster Special and an open '32 Special', long and short base boxes brought the total to twelve. We were impressed by the hardiness of the 'Specialists' and by the comfort of Sue Topham's heated land mine!
Wimborne's new traffic system foxed - not for the first time that day - some of the arrivals, but the departure was prompt and uneventful. Pamphill, Shapwick were safely passed and Langton Nurseries, where the wall looked as though it would have fallen on us had we dallied!!
A short trip along the A354 took us to the turn at Winterbourne Whitechurch.

No one seemed interested in a restored army tank we saw for sale but Bob stopped to change a wheel. That operation was performed so quickly that I thought he had a pit-stop crew organised at that point - well he had hadn't he?

Winterbourne Clenston Village was attractive but a particularly impressive view was that of Clenston Manor and its picturesque gardens viewed through an open gateway in a high old wall.

All along that road the stream ambled between well kept lawns and bridges that really enhanced the natural Dorset countryside. We made a stop at Bulbarrow Hill to admire the magnificent view of the greater part of North Dorset. Ansty was just a short distance away and the Fox Hotel warm and welcoming. There was a good selection of food, choice and price-wise; with comfortable surroundings, a good service and the enjoyable company we were in; what more 


A leisurely walk in and around Milton Abbas completed the organised outing but we did depart in groups to suit our needs.

At this stage a slight shower commenced and continued throughout the return journey.

This brings me neatly to a preparation that John had purchased following a recommendation from Mike Topham and it is surely worth a mention. We had no need to use John's windscreen wiper and I could see despite the rain!! Our windscreen had had a coating of Rain X, a rain, snow etc repellant and it really does work! A good investment, be a devil - have a go!! Even the rain proved interesting.

Thank you Paul and Emma for a very enjoyable Run well received and appreciated by the participants.

Gay
Sunday, October 20th
  AUSTIN 7 BEGINNINGS - 14 - A story of Austin folk. RICHARD, MARGARET, ROSIE and EMILY CRESSEY,
In 1970 DR 9605, 1931 RN Saloon, was bought by Richard for £60. A wreck for £60? He found it unroadworthy, but carefully garaged at 2s. 6d. a week in a shed in Taunton. It had been in this state and in this same garage for exactly the same rental for ten long years. The owner had in fact had a car-damaging accident ten years after purchasing it.

The car with its broken radiator, badly damaged engine etc. was taken home on a planked and roped caravan chassis. Two long years were taken by Richard to restore the car. Included in that restoration was the princely sum of £32 being the cost of roof lining, carpets and seat covers! That is cost of materials and professional making. What price now my friends?! Other bits were purchased from local garages, Beaulieu, Auto jumbles etc.

Later at the Wessex Vehicle Preservation Club, Richard met Bernard Cowley and subsequently travelled with him to the 1972 '50 years Austin Celebration' at Longbridge, Birmingham.

On the dashboard of the car is a plaque saying which garage originally supplied the car.
About eight years ago the family on holiday sort out the said garage in Tavistock. Amazingly found it to be in the same family ownership and to be still an agent for Austins! In the records they traced the car's first owner, a Mr. N.B. Newton, who had purchased it NEW for £128. The garage owners, R. Carr, were very pleased to receive the Cresseys, saying that they were about the third owners to take the trouble to seek them out. Also-that one of those three cars was still locally owned. No doubt many of us would like to pay such calls but sadly do not have the relevant information to make it possible, do we?

In 1975 the car was used for the very special occasion of Richard and Margaret's wedding being driven to Church by Richard with his best man and afterwards being used for the honeymoon tour of Yorkshire. And yes, their friends did the usual nuptial decorating painting it white all over, greased the bonnet and wrapped it in Loo paper and finally tied the inevitable kipper to the exhaust pipe.  'Painted it?', I asked, horrified.  'OH, they did it very carefully! the best man, using watered down shoe whitener, painted part of his own car with it first, where he left it on for a whole week (to ensure that it could be successfully washed off, leaving no trace nor ruining the paintwork), before he painted mine'.

YOIKS! !

One of the most useful wedding presents they had, was a pair of Austin 7 tyres. (No prizes for guessing who made that comment!)

Also the car has been taken on holiday to France three times. Once along the Loire valley in company with his brother-in-law, in the Ruby which Gordon Brown now owns, and to two club holidays in Brittany.

Rosie was brought out of Maternity Hospital in it.
Big event; hope Rosie thinks so too.

It has won Firsts at Spye, Bristol, Longbridge etc., is Richard's first and as far as he is concerned, only Austin car!. In other words very definitely a permanent part of the family.

Margaret got involved in her own way with the purchase of Pearl Cabriolet DKL 409. It was her every day car and much used for five years in fetching and carrying both their own and other peoples children to and from Nursery School etc. It had children's seats and seat belts fitted into the rear seat. Sadly three years ago it was sold. This action on two accounts; firstly that Margaret decided to put the money toward paying for her Open University Degree Course and secondly because of feeling somewhat venerable on bad corners, being cut up once or twice by over fast moderns. Not funny with young children on board. Yes, of course she does miss it, especially at rallies, club meets etc.

One interesting episode happened in the Pearl; Margaret managed to write off an ALLEGRO; Richard spent all night sorting out the Pearl which a few hours later won First Prize!

THE most interesting and part of family history for the Pearl was that it carried Emily home from Maternity Hospital!

One final bit of information you may well be asking, 'How did Richard come to choose an Austin Seven in the first place?’ Quite simply because his Dad had had them and Richard as a young child had always liked them.

So watch out all you Dads, not to say Mums 
you never know what effect you are having on your kidliwinks.

Oh! and Margaret - good luck with your very demanding course, and come back with your own Austin Seven before too long.

B.B. July 1991.

A SERIOUS OMISSION was made last month when Dusty's appearance on prime time television was not reported. Those of us who saw him haggling at length for a chrome headlamp at last year's Beaulieu Autojumble were very impressed. It

was our friend Dusty as we know him - open but shrewd and, of course, photogenic. Pity that the badge on his DA7C sweatshirt was partly obscured as we are proud to own him, Jane and their family.

MIKE TOPHAM that well known collector and restorer, came up with the illustrations of petrol and oil cans. Could you believe so many existed? (See page 5)

CLUB MEMBER Roger Ballard will be at the November Club Night with a good selection of his and Rosemary's Merely Motoring wares. Look out for this

year's A7 Christmas Card Postcards and suitable presents for friends and family.

CONGRATULATIONS to Susan Moody, our typist, who has just become engaged to be married. Good News Susie.

NEW CLUB MEMBERS. Welcome to R A Day and C Chalk. Be sure to make yourselves known.
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HEN did you last change a tyre? Ten to one the motorist who is asked this question will have to hark back at least several months to give an instance, for tyres these days are fully as reliable as the rest of the car. Gone are the roadside struggles with tyre lever against the combined resistance of cover and rim, and with them have gone the sweat and apposite language.

Yet memories of struggles with refractory covers will render every motorist able to appreciate the, skill of one pair of the many hands which deftly it), swiftly produce Austin cars. We refer to the fitting of tyre covers to Austin Seven wheels, a task which has been performed united by the same operator during the last nine years. Our photograph shows him at his work of equipping 5 Austin Seven wheels with their tyres, for every car produced.

This means, in plain figures, that our tyre-fitter has dealt with over 775,000 covers and tubes during the past nine years. He is probably the speediest tyre fitter in the country. He can fit ten tyres complete with rim band, tube and valve, by hand, without tools other than the stand on which the wheel is mounted, in little over five minutes. Our picture, in fact, shows five minutes of his work. In a normal day he may be called upon to fit as many as 500 tyres, which may seem to the average man more like a night​mare than a matter of fact.

To watch the tyres thus "drop" on their rims, one cannot help but get the impression that all the well-remembered trials and difficulties were but the figments of a feverish imagination.

To see fitted, within the short space of five minutes, ten covers, makes one consider mere tyre-fitting to be child's play, until that next puncture calls for attention.
Then disillusion results.
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FOR SALE.
1. AUSTIN 7 RUBY, Maroon, recent rebore, respray, headlinings etc. Very tidy. New MOT and tax. Drive away! ....... £4,200 o.n.o.

Contact Glyn (0425) 613080 or Gary
(0202) 683848

2. Early A7 Opal. MOT. Retrimmed and new hood. Present ownership many years. For further details ring Jerry Hockey, Rockbourne 288 (Price around £6,000)

3, TWO FRONT SEATS. Would suit Big 7 or Ruby. Frame and some covering. For further details ring Neil Mitchener, 660652.

WANTED
1. OPEN 2 SEATER A7 for restoration. Specials possibly considered. Fair price offered.

Please ring Bob Stanley (0425) 619212 after 6 pm.

2. AUSTIN SEVEN CLUBS' ASSOCIATION MAGAZINE 1973C. Please contact John Weaver (0202) 573899.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE FOR THE YEAR 1991/92
At the A.G.M. a new annual subscription of £10 was agreed. This entitles

Club Members, their partners and families to take part in Club Meetings

and Club Events and receive the monthly Newsletter. A modest sub, for so much fellowship and interest!
Please pay up promptly. Subscriptions should go to John Page, Membership Secretary, either at Club Meetings or to his home address - see list of Committee Members.

No further Newsletters will be sent after December if subscriptions have not been paid.

Please use, or copy, the slip below when renewing your Membership. 11
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Sunday 24th November. CLUB RUN, A Wight Views Wander. Meet at Ringwood Furlong Car Park at 10.45 for 11.00 a.m.

Thursday 28th November. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford. 8.30 p.m.

DECEMBER Thursday 5th December. '9 to Late' (for those who want to meet for a natter) at The Lamb, Winkton.

Saturday 14th December. DA7C ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER. Details and booking form within.

Thursday 19th December. CLUB NIGHT at the Elm Tree. 8.00 p.m. Noggin and Natter.

Sunday 22nd December. CLUB RUN. A short Run to the Purbecks. Meet at the Viewpoint, Constitution Hill at 10,30 for 10.45 a.m.
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