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EDITORIAL
NOVEMBER 1989
It looks like a busy month ahead for the Club, including the famous Auction Evening on Club Night. Bernie, Phil and Mike promise to be in action again and will do their best to get you the highest price for those unwanted items - motoring or otherwise. Although 10% will go to the Club funds, if you so desire you could donate all the proceeds! Please put your name on items for sale, once you have turned out your garage and home for those surplus bits and pieces - and be sure to bring them along.

Our cover picture this month carries its own caption. I wonder how many Rosengarts there are in the country - or indeed in France still.

Already we are having to think of Christmas. The details of the Club Christmas Dinner are within. Like me, you'd probably prefer not to think too much about Christmas yet, but arrangements have to be made in good time, so make your choice and return it to Gary with the necessary as soon as you can - then you can forget it until the happy day!
John.
SECRETARIAL Hi Gang,

I understand that the A.G.M. passed off without a hitch last month, and that we have two new Committee Members to welcome - Mervyn Frampton and 'Dusty' Whibley. Welcome fellas, you have doubtless heard that new Committee Members traditionally buy the rest of the Committee a pint on their first Committee Night! I regret that I was unable to attend the A.G.M. due to another previously booked commitment (and yes the Don Williams Concert was very good). I was particularly sorry to miss Phil Whitter's talk on Austins as I know from past experience that his talks are very good.

Don't forget to book your places for the two remaining socials of 1989. They are the Skittles Evening at the Monmouth Ash, Verwood, 7.30 p.m.. on Saturday 25th November and also the Club Christmas Dinner at The Dudsbury. See this Newsletter.

Are there any members out there restoring Austin Sevens at the moment?

If so, do you need any parts and have you any surplus bits you wish to sell or swap? If so, give our Editor a ring and he will advertise 'For Sale' and 'Wanted' FREE in the Newsletter.

Well that's it from me for another month.

Glyn.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1989/90 ARE NOW DUE!
For this year the annual subscription remains at £8.50. This entitles Members and their partners and families to take part in Club Meetings and events and receive the Monthly Newsletter. A modest sub, for a lot of fun and interest!
Please pay up promptly. Subscriptions should go to John Page, Membership Secretary, either at Club Meetings or to his address shown inside the Newsletter cover.

No further Newsletters will be sent after December if subscriptions have not been paid.

Please use the slip that follows, when renewing your membership.

 
,

DORSET AUSTIN SEVEN CLUB - MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

I apply for renewal of membership of the Dorset Austin Seven Club for the
year 1989/90 and enclose my subscription of £8.50.
Signed 
*
Address 

......................................
  
Tel. No


THE ROSIE' S CIDER AND SHERBORNE RUN
SUNDAY 22nd OCTOBER
How many people can boast they had 'Cider with Rosie'? The participants in the October run can, well she was about somewhere, we did see her!!
Six Austins assembled in Wimborne Square, together with a modern. We won't name names but John and I received a certain amount of ribbing.
Throughout the run, Austins came and went and the number of moderns increased. Richard and his two daughters were awaiting our arrival at Sturminster Newton Mill. One Austin was by now an invalid and we were late. We left even later, still six strong but two had to be recalled after leaving in the wrong direction following the invalid!!
Rosie's Cider is at Lattiford near Wincanton. Richard led us and Margaret joined us there, very much later than planned. Please accept our apologies Margaret and Richard. We parked, strict segregation was enforced, for the benefit of the owners who wished to take photographs. There were noticeably more moderns by then and the tasting began - no loos so had it not been for the ample shrubbery the tasting might have ended at that point. I wonder if it was all part of a recycling plan as there was a special tree there that produced unsurpassed cider apples?

Rose Farm had originally been built as a traditional Somerset Longhouse in the 15th Century. Alterations and adaptations bad taken place many years ago, but it still remained attractive and pleasant to look at.

The cider making unit was very primitive (apparently built about the same time as the cottage) and the presses that had formerly been used were scattered around outside together with cattle troughs, derelict farm machinery and possibly a few Austin Sevens. The press in current use processes one thousand gallons of raw juice per hour. No additives influence the cider although as an experiment a bacon joint and rolled oats were once added and the result was delicious.

Laurie Lee was involved in the instigation of this venture about ten years

ago because of the implications of the chosen brand name. He gave it his blessing and has followed the growth of this cottage industry over the years. More recently he dedicated a wishing well constructed in the garden and this combined with a percentage of the sale from a model of the cottage, raises funds for a nearby hospice and Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital.

Thoroughly fascinated and thirsty we went to the 'shop'. Mushrooms were also produced in disused sheds and our purchases included some before we continued to Milborne Port. Our appetites having been whetted, we burst in upon the Queen's Head, by now well behind schedule.

Great confusion then resulted, not just by our late arrival but also by an unusually large number of diners resulting from power cuts in the neighbourhood! Margaret's arrangements went awry - again sorry Margaret and Richard.

However, the unusually long delays coped with, with great stoicism by the Austineers, gave the sun time to emerge from the hitherto grey skies and so our walk through the lovely grounds of Sherborne Castle - free that weekend was delightful. The seven Austins attracted much attention and presented a pretty picture on the sunlit drives.

Off to Charlton Horethorne School House and a sumptuous tea provided by our hosts of the day.

With reluctance we left in groups to go our various ways, all having had a very pleasant and enjoyable day.

Thank you very much Richard and Margaret.

Gay.

THANKS…. to Alan Seymour for continuing to supply meat at cost for the monthly raffle. Alan can't be with us as much as he would like because of business commitments, but he never forgets this kindness.

ALSO TO…. Denis Dolan who sent some cartoons for the Newsletter after my appeal last month. The first of these will appear next month.

WANTED…. gifts of raffle prizes for the Christmas Dinner. Please let Gary have your contribution.

CONGRATULATIONS…. to our Chairman for being voted Clubman of the Year at the A.G.M. He not only founded the Club, but does much to hold it together. His success with the Ulster this year was also notable.

THANKS... to Fran Frampton who has unscrambled the scribble and typed this month's Newsletter.
HAVE YOU HEARD that Mervyn Frampton and David Whetton have both been struck with a mysterious bug? Both have recently acquired stationary engines. We've yet to hear more about them, but Fran has sent in the following ditty and cartoon. You can always come here, Fran! (Ed.)

There was a Club Member called Mervyn 
Who purchased a stationary engine. 
He got yet another

As a gift from his Mother
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IN these days of dependable motoring, engine failure or other derangement enforcing a stop is comparatively rare. Tens of thousands of miles can normally be covered without an in​voluntary halt. Yet perhaps it is this very immunity which sometimes leaves the motorist unprepared when the unexpected happens, and the car comes to rest as, in vulgar parlance, the engine "conks out."

When the engine fails, tracing the causes and effecting a remedy calls for the application of practical experience. Close reasoning, and not a little ingenuity may be needed, for "trouble​shooting" (as our American friends call it) requires an alert mind to comprehend quickly the many possibilities that arise. But as a start these can, with certain exceptions, be broadly divided into fuel or ignition defects, and, according to breakdown statistics, the odds in favour of the latter are ten to one.

That is a fact worth remembering for it may guide investigation into the right channel at the outset. But even with such favourable odds there is no need for diagnosis to rely entirely on chance if the circumstances of the failure are properly taken into account.

So the first questions to be answered are:
(a) Did the power fail suddenly without any warning?

(b) Did the engine begin to misfire before

stopping?

(c) was failure preceded by a temporary disinclination to pull, and did the engine show any sign of reviving before it finally faded out?

(d) After stopping did-the engine restart but only run for a few seconds?

(e) Was the failure accompanied by any unusual noise or smell?

From the answers to these questions much can be inferred.! Failure as in A is in all likelihood due to the ignition; B arises mainly from igni​tion faults, but may be the result of weakening mixture; C is almost surely fuel failure; D points to some restriction in the petrol supply but not a complete stoppage, With E we will deal later.

Bearing the above facts in mind, it is clearly wise to check up first of all the two most obvious points in both systems, i.e. the amount of petrol in the tank, and the supply of ignition current from the battery, as indicated by the fuel gauge and the ignition warning light respectively. If these points seem in order, but the symptoms indicate ignition trouble, remove a sparking plug lead and hold it close to its terminal on the plug whilst the engine it turned over. If a spark results, ignition trouble can be dismissed subject to one reservation. This is necessary because a spark may occur at low starting speeds and yet fail at running speeds due to a condenser or contact breaker fault, or some breakdown of the insulation.

There is little object in testing more than one plug terminal as it is unlikely that failure would simultaneously occur in all four high tension leads. Of course, if their condition is uniformly desperate, and they are all either badly perished or oil sodden, they will be suspected at the outset.

When this test produces no spark, proceed to the high tension lead that runs between the coil and the distributor. First see that its terminals are secure, then disconnect at the distributor end and hold the bare cable about  ½ in. from the engine casting, or any other metal part through which the current can flow to earth. When the engine is turned over a healthy spark should then result.

If this spark occurs the next step is to examine the carbon brush in the distributor over the rotating arm on which it bears, the segments to which this arm distributes the current, and the terminals of the high tension leads to the plugs.

Any defect causing a breakdown should be readily observable and dust or oil inside or outside the cover are in themselves quite sufficient to upset ignition. If no fault is immediately obvious, turn to the fuel system.

[image: image7.png]But in the event of this test with the coil to distributor lead proving negative, no spark being forthcoming, the coil or contact breaker can be suspected. Examination of the contact breaker points to see whether they move freely and to ensure that they have not worn or burned badly is the first step. Points that have burned and reveal a milky-white corrosion, indicate con​denser trouble for which the remedy is a new component. Badly-pitted or worn points are liable to cause erratic running at least. But the spring which closes the contact breaker points may be the guilty member, having weakened or broken. Further, ensure that the distributor spindle rotates properly. Lack of lubricant has been known to result in this spindle seizing to shear the teeth of its driving gear.

Turning to the coil, practically the only thing the owner can verify here is the security of the terminals, especially that for the high tension cable, which should make good contact in its socket. The remedy for coil failure is a new coil, but do not too hastily assume this to be the fault before exhausting all other possibilities, including the ignition connections in the junction box behind the fuses.

If, on the first investigation, the warning light does not respond to the ignition switch and the ammeter records no discharge, the very first step is for the battery to be examined to verify whether a terminal is adrift or any corrosion has set in to prevent the flow of current.

The earth connection from the battery to the frame should not be overlooked. Of course, the battery may be discharged, but the driver will have many indications of this before engine failure supervenes.

These, then, are the main coil ignition defects for which to look, but remember that the cause of failure is often very simple, so check over all connections, leads, and terminals and look for oil and dirt where their presence may be harmful. It is a good plan to keep a roll of insulating tape in the car, and some careful motorists carry with them wherever they go a spare coil and a replacement contact breaker spring "just in case."

With magneto ignition the same advice applies in general in respect of the contact breaker, dis​tributor and leads. A point to remember, however, is that the ignition is switched off by earth​ing the contact breaker. Consequently, if the insulation of the cable connecting the switch to the contact breaker cover becomes faulty and allows the current to escape to earth, the ignition may be restored by disconnecting this cable from the contact breaker cover. Another vulnerable point on the magneto is the slip-ring under the casing at the drive end of the unit. The high tension current is picked up at this point and a dirty or pitted slip-ring or a faulty brush in contact with it, will sometimes cause ignition failure. The carbon brush behind the contact breaker is yet another point to examine when no spark, is forthcoming.

To be concluded in next month's Newsletter with tips on how to diagnose faults in the fuel system.
D.A.7.C. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER - FRIDAY 15th DECEMBER, 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.. AT THE DUDSBURY
[image: image8.png]We have arranged for our upstairs room and Bar for the Dinner and as usual will hold a bumper raffle - all donations welcome! Numbers are limited to 40, so bookings will be strictly first come first served!
Return booking form to me now!
Gary.
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EVENTS
NOVEMBER, Thursday 16th November - CLUB NIGHT at The Dudsbury, 8.00 p.m. AUCTION EVENING. Bring and buy! 9a;!, of sales to the vendor and 10%  to the Club.  Spares will also be available on this evening.


Sunday 19th November. CLUB RUN to Milton Abbas followed by tea at Mike and Sue Topham's. Meet at Wimborne Square at 10.30 for 10.45 a.m.
Thursday 23rd November. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford - 8.30 p.m.
Saturday 25th November. ANNUAL SKITTLES EVENING at The Monmouth Ash, Verwood. 7.30 p.m.. Details last month.

DECEMBER
Thursday 7th December. '9 to Late' at the Coach and Horses, Wimborne. (For those who want to meet for a natter).

Friday 15th December. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER at The Dudsbury. 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.. Details within.

Sunday 17th December. CLUB RUN (a week earlier than usual) to Downton Nr. Fordingbridge. Meet at the Furlong Car Park, Ringwood at 10.45 for 11.00 a.m.

Thursday 21st December. CLUB NIGHT at the TYRRELLS FORD on the Sopley to Ringwood road. Noggin and Natter. OUR ROOM AT THE DUDSBURY IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR THIS MONTH'S CLUB NIGHT BECAUSE OF THEIR CHRISTMAS COMMITMENTS.
Thursday 28th December. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford 8.30 p.m.
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