[image: image1.png] 

[image: image2.png] 

EDITORIAL

Doesn't Time fly when you are enjoying yourself! Another month has flown by and this edition is the first of my second year as editor. Many thanks to all those who have contributed over the past 12 months, especially Biddy Brown. I cannot edit if I have no articles so it is you who have made it possible to produce this newsletter.

With so many cars coming out on the road after a winter rest or re-fettle, it is appropriate to mention the MOT. After Gary's excellent article last month, I have an updated edition of the notes from Arthur Jedder-Fisher, legal adviser to the Federation of British Historic Vehicles Clubs. He has revised the list to take account of the new MOT Testers Manual which came out just as the last edition was issued!

April turned out to be a very active month, but then every month is an active one for Dorsets! Last month our band of stalwarts visited VSCC Silverstone for some exciting vintage races. Pity the weather was so bad but the enthusiasm was not dampened! A number of Sevenists ventured over to France at Easter, to the Bayeux area for what sounded like a very enjoyable week; a report is expected for next month. There was a good turn out for Dusty's Run (see page 6 for the report) and a good time was had by all who gathered to watch the Daffodil Run at the end of April.
The cover photo, reproduced from the Bulletin of the 750 MC for April, shows one of the two "Rubber Duck" racers allegedly exported to South Africa before the War. I say "allegedly' since definite proof exists for only one car, that shown here. The man with the car is Dougie Van Riet who raced the car in South Africa and achieved notable successes against much larger machine, as featured in an article I wrote for the Association Magazine some years ago. This historic car is now in UK and it is hoped that it will be exhibited at Beaulieu in July. Martin Eyre is researching the Rubber Ducks and would be very grateful for any information, especially contemporary photos. Letters can be forwarded.

Spye Park will soon be upon us once more. For those who have not been before, the rally is held in lovely grounds north of Devizes. Over the years the rally has become a regular feature for Dorsets as it is near at hand and one of the most friendly events in the calendar. Those who like camping go up on the Saturday and enjoy a good run out before the Barn Dance. Good B&B can be had near-by for the less hardy! The rally itself has a good autojumble, Seven Workshop are in attendance, and many well supported classes. There are also driving tests, in which we have done well both as a Club and individually. I hope we will see another good turnout this year. 

BFN Miles

SECRETARIAL

Well Folks!

Well, that was Easter! The intrepid Dorsets back from their invasion of France, I'm sure that I can speak for all of who went when I say we all had a pretty good time, and virtually no problems!

For those of you who missed Club Night, Phil gave us another interesting short video show from the Austin archive video we have obtained. Many thanks Phil, you seemed to spend virtually all your evening fetching and carrying from your car!

No further reports on our Swanage Rally (10 - 11 July). I believe you should all have had your application forms. Please return them promptly to Pat Llewellyn. We really do want to start our first rally in style.

The Sunday run was once again well attended, about 15 cars trundled through the rough North Dorset lanes led by Dusty, down a couple of tracks to a very nice pub - the Acorn at Evershot - with excellent food and onwards for walk.

The Club has been asked by the Austin 7 Clubs Association for an update of the vehicles we own. I will put the sheets out at Club Night. If you are unable to make it to the Elm Tree, please ring me or write with details as follows: Chassis No, Reg No, Engine No, Body No, Reg date, model and colour. This information will be used to update the computer list maintained by the Association. No details of owners are sent. If someone wants to contact the owner of a particular car, the Archivist gets in touch with me and then I pass on the details. The rest is up to you.
See you at Club Night
Gary
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How to Keep Your Belt On

We all know that the Austin Seven fan belt is of a flat section with rubber and canvas construction, but how many owners suffer from problems with belts wearing and chaffing or even jumping off the pulleys.

A correctly set up fan belt running on good condition pulleys will give a surprisingly long life, very often lasting the life of an engine. This may sound like a fairy tale but in practice is quite possible. Before proceeding with the adjustment and maintenance consider why a flat section belt was specified. To obtain an efficient speed for the cooling fan without the camshaft pulley being excessively large, the fan idler pulley has to be quite small. This dictated the use of a very flexible flat belt. A vee section would not cope with the small diameter pulley.

Now what stops the belt from jumping off the pulleys? In other words what keeps it running true. To answer that we have to go back to the height of the Industrial Revolution in Victorian England. At that time belts were the main form of power transmission. Engineers soon discovered that when wear on the drive pulleys changed their profile from flat to convex (curving out at the middle) the belt ran true and central. In other words a flat belt will always move to the highest point on the pulley, therefore if the pulley is of equal convex section the belt will stay central. There is an excellent demonstration of this at most vintage steam rallies where the traction engines drive generators or other machinery using a long flat belt kept in position by the use of one or more convex pulleys. These work even when the belt is twisted or changes direction.

Back to the maintenance. Start with the pulleys which are cast from soft aluminium and machined to a convex section with small rims. If the pulleys are worn flat then nothing will stop the belt from jumping off. Next correct pulley alignment is important, use a straight edge to check this, anything more than 1/8” misalignment will drastically shorten belt life.

What can be done about pulley wear and misalignment? The worn profile can be restored but needs considerable machining skill. It is probably easier to fit new ones which are easy to obtain.
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Realignment of the pulleys can cause problems because most of the adjustment is restricted to the bottom pulley. The top pulley has very little movement because of the retaining split pin. Do not. under any circumstances be tempted to remove this split pin, a top pulley coming adrift cuts a most effective hole through the radiator core. Adjustment must therefore be effected via the camshaft pulley. If it is out of alignment by being too far onto the camshaft then nothing can be done and a new pulley might be the answer. This can be adjusted by careful filing of the bore of the pulley and refitting to check alignment. When the pulleys are correctly aligned, fit a new belt. An old belt that has been stretched unequally from running on worn pulleys will never run true afterwards. Tension the new belt only enough so that the fan blade can be turned by hand without any undue effort, do not. use any modern methods or ideas to judge tension, the belt is only driving the fan and so does not require undue tensions. When tensioning the fan belt you will notice that the idle can be turned in either direction. Choose the direction which moves the fan into the centre of the radiator core, this will be the most efficient position for cooling purposes.

Later Austin Sevens used a steel rimmed fan pulley, in an attempt to counter the wear problem and perhaps the large rim was an effort to keep the belt in "true" position. This type of pulley can be fitted to earlier models but it can be a mistake to fit it in an attempt to correct alignment problems.

Eddie Loader

[Reproduced from the magazine of the Midland Austin 7 Club]
THE EASTER PUZZLE
OR HOW DID JAMES BOND GET INTO THE ACT?

The WINNER of the Picture Puzzle last month is Tony Day who wins a bottle of wine. He got this to me before I went north for Easter: "I don't like the look of that tyre" said Inspector Cameron, "I'm sure it's not a Seven." 
"You're right, Sir" agreed his sergeant "its more like a double-oh-seven as its a Royal. A sporty one too, possibly a Casino Royale. Look at the tread - diamonds - are forever, you know."

"Hmm! It's strange love, but I wonder would the doctor know (!!!) what Harvey might have told us if you only live twice. Charles, however, obviously believes in live and let die. If that tyre got there on its own, then it came from Russia with love - arrest him for murder!"

(With apologies to Ian Fleming)

I have another puzzle but as space is a bit short this month, it will be held over. Many thanks to Arthur and Tony.
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DUSTY'S DORSET DAWDLE

Well, just a few lines to let you know that we have all returned from the run on Sunday 18th April - the 100 mile round trip - good pub - excellent company (as always) - a little ray of sunshine - lots of bluebells, primroses - pretty cottages - little lambs - and a bit muddy! All helped to make the day so good. If you wanted to know where we went - for those who were on the run as well as those who couldn't make it - here goes:

Wimborne

Pamphill

Cowgrove

Shapwick

The Tarrants -
Keynston

Rushton

Monkton

Hinton

Gunville

Everly Hill

Durweston - 'Up the bridleway!' to what is called 'The Folly' - How apt! Many Thanks to the farmer, Mr Dougal Harnsford, who only uses his Land Rover to attempt this! or the alternative road way to -

Hedge End Farm 
Bulbarrow Hill 
Ansty

Mappower

Brockhampton Green

Castle Hill

Glanvilles Wootton

Dogbury Gate 
Batcombe Hill 
Holywell

Evershot and the very welcome sight of 'The Acorn'. I think the vote was a definite 10 out of 10 for the Pub that is! After lunch -

Melbury Park, owned by a very rich lady called Charlotte - according to the barman, anyway!

Lots of other versions of this story to be told we're sure, but anyway as we forgot to ask anyone to do

the write up, you'll just have to use your imagination.

Cheerio - see you soon!
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CLUB NOTICE BOARD

The membership has increased by one, on your behalf I bid a warm welcome back to John Harris who brings a fine collection of very desirable Sevens to the Club. Among others, he owns a beautifully restored Dixi Sports 2 seater. I look forward to seeing John and his cars again at a Club Night.

You may not know it but the Club receives newsletters from many of the other Association Clubs. It gives great pleasure and not a little inspiration to read the deeds of the Austin 7 Owners Club (London), Solent, Bristol A7C, Midlands A7C, Scottish A7C, 750 MC, Essex A7C and The Pre War A7C. Each has its own character as you can see from their newsletters. I try to include some of the high points in each 'of our newsletters but space is just not available this month so I shall bring them with me on Club nights so if you would like to see how the other half lives, come and see then.

Next month there are articles on kingpin repair and maintenance, another shelf from the Austineers Library and the continued saga of Inspector Cameron, there will be another small prize for the first eagle eyed reader to spot the clue!

FOR SALE

1934 Box Saloon. MOT and taxed. Interior and exterior in excellent condition. £4950. Call Bournemouth 303740

********************************************************************
BREAMORE CAVALCADE

Sunday 6 June, 10-ish. Once again we have a double Club stand to fill. If you wish to go, please give your name to David Whetton at Club Night or ring him on 0202 520507 to book a place. Bring a picnic and dress accordingly for this superb family day out. For 'newies', drive in through the exhibitors entrance shouting "Austin Seven Club Stand" at the marshals. We collect our own entrance fee ( about £2:50) later in the day. This year we hope to make more of the stand with a display so if you have anything of interest to the public (related to Austin Ts!) please bring it along.

****************************************************************
CANAL TRIP - SUNDAY 21 JUNE

The Club Run on Sunday 20th June will be to Bathampton, near Bath. A barge trip on the Kennet and Avon Canal has been arranged for the afternoon starting at 1.00 pm from the George Inn. The trip takes about 3 hours so bring a picnic lunch but refreshments including a bar are available on board and there is overhead cover so you won't get wet even if it rains. There is even a toilet! The cost will be £2:50 per person. Please return the booking slip to Mervyn before 12th June, including cheques payable to the Dorset Austin 7 Club. The event costs £2=50 per person. Numbers are strictly limited to a maximum of 35 so priority will be given to those travelling in A7s.
[image: image8.png]

MAY
CLUB EVENTS
-

Thursday 20 May Club Night. An informal skittles night at the Elm Tree so there will be no spares, unless you have asked Phil to bring along the goodies!

Sunday 23 May Driving Tests at Blandford Camp. Format will be similar to previous years. Meet at the Safeways Car Park at 10:30 am. The only entrance is via Blacks Lane. The entrance from the A354 is closed. If you miss the run, please be at the Main Gate at 11.30 so that I can book you in.

Thursday 27 May Committee Meeting. As usual, the Committee will meet to discuss Club business at The Tyrell's Ford Hotel

JUNE

Thursday 3 June 9 till Late. This month the venue is the Greyhound at Corfe Mullen, see you there?

Sunday 6 June
Wessex Cavalcade, Breamore House. See page 7 for full details.

Sunday 6 June
Club Holiday. Those who are not at Breamore may well be off to sunny Spain if they booked!

Thursday 17 June Club Night. A light-hearted Summer Concours is scheduled this month. Assemble in the Car Park at the Elm Tree. Spares will be available.

Sunday 20 June
Canal Trip. A day's sailing on the canal, planned by Merv, starting at the George Inn, at Bathampton. See Page 7 for details.

Thursday 24 June Committee Meeting. 8.30 start at Tyrell's Ford..

26/127 June Spye Park Rally. Organised by the Bristol Club, this is one of the best and most friendly rallies. Usually has a good turnout of Dorsets, many of whom make a weekend of it to go to the Barn Dance on Saturday evening. See Page for more information.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 2 July
Wine Tasting. Meet at the Horton Estate Vineyard at 7 pm for a 7:15 pm start. Price is £3:50 per person: Book with Bernie, address inside the front page.

10/11 July
Swanage Railway Rally. The Club is organizing the car part of this weekend. Entry forms have gone out. If you need another, see Glyn, Pat or Gary.

Saturday 17 July Summer Barbecue. This popular event will be held at 7:30 pm at the picnic site at Wilverley in the New Forest. Booking form and further details next month.

OTHER EVENTS

19/20 June Classic Cavalcade. Organised by the National Motor Museum staff at Beaulieu, this 2 day Classic Car event has The British Motor Industry 1893 - 1993 as its theme. One of the main attractions is likely to be a 1950's and 60's area. Dust off your Blue Suede Shoes! There will also be two parades which will include numerous Austin Sevens. Details from Beaulieu.

Sunday 27 June
Michael Sedgwick Run This run starts at Cadnam and covers about 75 miles through the countryside to Beaulieu. Details available from NMM Beaulieu.

3/4 July
750 MC Rally, Beaulieu. I have a few entry forms for this large rally. Format is as last year, there are active events on the Saturday with Sunday devoted to the static rally and autojumble.
