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EDITORIAL
MAY 1989
Nothing definitive has reached me yet on the question of how best to fuel the Box when the only choice is between 4 Star and Unleaded. For the time being it seems that 4 Star leaded is the better choice, but it may run hotter. George is in touch with Esso on the problem so next month there may be a proper answer.

Every Club Member should be sure to read Glyn's 'Secretarial' this month. He has details regarding a change in the venue for Club Meetings. Its location is shown on a map within.

Lawrence has kindly come up with a full report of the Easter Jersey Run and Margaret Seymour has covered the St. George's Day Bluebell Run - but so has young Rosie Cressey. Well done Rosie. I liked the picture of the bluebells off to the hairdressers to have their bells dyed. Contributions from younger Members are always particularly welcome.

I've no report on this year's Daffodil Run apart from Glyn's mention, but I hear that ten DA7C cars were involved. Is this a record for this Run? Clearly the enthusiasm continues.
Thanks again to all contributors.

John
SECRETARIAL 
Hi Gang,
As you are all only too aware we have been having problems with the room at the Elm Tree over the last few months, well thankfully this has been overcome because we have found another venue which we are sure you will like. We have a room at 'The Dudsbury', near Parley Cross. The pub has a large car park and the staff seem very friendly, the room has its own bar, which I understand will be manned (or wommanned!) and the charge should be covered by the monthly raffle. We start there on the usual third Thursday in JULY so make a note in your diary.

The 'Dorsets' had a good day out on the Daffodil Run, Brian Williams taking the Mayor's prize for the car she would most like to own with his Chummy (the ex Gary Munn Mobile). It was Brian's first rally and needless to say he was 'quite excited'. On our arrival at Maidenhead a man came over to me whilst I was sitting in the Tickford and announced that he had owned the car in the 50's. I found this very interesting as I have no history of the car prior to Jim Clenaghan the previous owner, so we shall be in communication with this gentleman whose address I have obtained.

I am sure that you will be pleased to know that the proceeds from last Club Night's raffle were donated to Leukemia Research and the Wessex Cancer Trust Children's Fund.

Well that's all from me. See you Club Night.

Glyn

JUNE NEWSLETTER Your contributions welcome -, by 27th May
We have been asked to reproduce the following letter from the Austin Seven Clubs' Association.
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Date !
Reply to !
From!- }ion Chairman, Lickey Grange Austin Appeal, Les Gammon.

5 Larch Grove, Warwick CV34 5TA (0926) 497641

Dear Austin Seven Club,

You will have of course the background to the Lickey Grange saga and I'm sure that you have given support so far. As you know, at the recent EGM of the A7CA, member clubs voted unanimously to set up a sub committee to explore how the Austin fraternity could best act to preserve Lickey Grange. A fighting fund has been established and all Austin clubs have been invited to make a 50p contribution per member. Other contributions are very welcome. As Chairman of the sub committee, and in order to keep the problem current, I am writing to keep you up to date and to ask that you discuss this question in your committee meeting and to publish this letter in your club newsletter/magazine so that members can also be kept in the picture.

The initial support from clubs has been terrific,- most gratifying that members feel so strongly, but at the , moment, having enjoyed the support of the Bromsgrove Planning Committee, we have just lost an important round. Against the background that supporters of Austin products have bombarded Bromsgrove planners with letters of objection, MP's have been approached, press and TV coverage has been obtained and perhaps best of all, the  

Bromsgrove Planning Committee has also acknowledged that the plans should be re-considered by deferring a decision on the application. At this stage, the Blind School have been asked by the Planners to re-consider the

application and have asked whether it would not be possible to include the existing house into a revised scheme, bearing in mind that public interest is so strong on the side of preservation. A Preservation Order from the Department of the Environment was sought and in spite of a recommendation from their own inspector the application was refused on the grounds of the house not being of sufficient architectural interest. Apparently they do not list on the grounds of historical association, as this would give rise to all sorts of questionable requests.

This means that the house is still under threat and efforts are being made by Austin supporters to interest industry in buying it to convert into a prestigious training or HQ building. This would enable all interested parties to obtain what they want from the situation.

We are beginning to generate interest from supporters both inside and outside of the car movement and those who wish to support the cause may

make donations to GEOFF CANNING, Highdown Cottage, Compton Down, Winchester, Hants (0962) 714149

ST. GEORGE'S DAY RUN - SUNDAY 23rd APRIL
This is the first Sunday run for Alan and I in "Maisie" and it was great to see eleven A7s gathered in Wimborne Square. The stars though had to be Bernard and Jacky making their debut in the snazzy red Ulster. Several on​lookers were taking photos, and feeling very British (it was St George's Day after all) we headed in the direction of Blandford.

The sun was trying to break through, looking optimistic for the open tops amongst us, and we were soon bowling along peaceful country lanes with only the cows lifting their heads in mild interest. The village of Shapwick showed a little more life as we sped through, and on through the narrow lanes to Shillingstone where a couple of highly amused old ladies waved us on. Something I noticed here was the green telephone boxes - what a good idea - whose idea was it anyway that they had to be red? At the Fifeheads we overtook a pony and trap, but the loveliest spot of all was the ford we crossed as it had the quaintest bridge by it. We must have made good time as we arrived at The Green Man at Kings Stag for lunch bang on twelve noon. Worth a mention also is that the proprietors there made us very welcome.

After a tasty lunch - the less strong willed of us had to have the strawberry meringue as well - we left, with Merv and Fran having joined us now. Meandering along the narrow lanes to Sturminster Newton passing The Mill, the first bluebells came into view heralding the arrival of our destination, the Bluebell Woods. Here to our amazement Merv produces wellies to fit all sizes - very shortly we were to discover the need for these boots! With Fran in the lead we admired carpets of bluebells and negotiated numerous tricky spots. An hour later we emerged from what appeared to be known as Piddleswood with thoughts only of that cup of tea waiting at Fran's. At this point we were waylaid by an elderly damsel in distress wailing that her van was stuck in the mud, so in true Brit style the noble few went with her to provide the muscle power needed'! Four o'clock sees us all heading eagerly for Merv and Fran's house where any weight lost on the walk was quickly replaced when we saw the fine spread Fran had provided. Many thanks indeed to Merv and Fran, it was much appreciated.

Margaret Seymour

(Thanks for the D.I.Y, typing, Margaret)
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EASTER TRIP TO JERSEY
[image: image5.png]This is a story with two beginnings
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Avis Ford Fiesta (Ugh they promised me an Austin Metro)meets 8 Austin 7s
Our tales having so far unfolded now combine - We found our hotel, The Allandale, dumped our cases, had a wash and brush up and then set out in search of our first Jersey pub for lunch. Wow, beer was only 70p a pint and the food was good too -

Short walk in the afternoon at Rozel Bay where we were amazed to see an apparent rise and fall in the tide of about 30 feet and back to our hotel for a few moments relaxation prior to dinner. So began our routine for this and the next three evenings …… Pre-dinner aperitifs in the bar (70p pints for the boys), hosted by a most convivial Irish lass, who even dressed up as a chicken on Easter Day before being relieved of her post due to the effects of stress and alcohol…….
 Move into dining room - The food was generally very good and plentiful, and in particular there was always a splendid choice of puddings - A small tip and a wink to the waitress on the first evening ensured that we on the top table were always looked after in this respect! 
Dinner was followed by liqueurs and the further odd pint or six of 70p in the hotel bar - The final few hours of the day spent in this way were, in some ways, the most enjoyable for we all got on very well together in the true 'spirit' of friendship that membership of the Dorset A7 Club entails. Most of us slept very well indeed! Good relaxation required by the body prior to tackling a substantial breakfast.

During the days we met up from time to time and visited various places together - Some of the more memorable being!
1. The German Military Underground Hospital - A vast labyrinth of tunnels and chambers excavated by slave labour and still unfinished! Part converted into a museum and part re-creation of the original - The main tunnels were designed for tanks.
Jersey cont..

2. Jersey Motor Museum - Where we met a Channel Islands A7 contingent.

3. Jersey Zoo - The best zoo I have ever been to. Beautifully laid out with ample space for all the inmates. A charming family of gorillas there, and I understand from the head keeper that the male orangutan is still enjoying night-time fantasies following a close encounter with one of our hairier members.

4. Corbiere light house- First seen in the early afternoon sunlight

emerging from a misty shroud which gradually cleared to reveal an

impressive rocky coastline.
.

5. Shopping on Saturday afternoon in St. Helier - Everything duty free!
Certain other things fix in ones mind - The narrowness of the roads – Ideal for an Austin 7 but somewhat problematical for anything very much larger.

The natives were very friendly and spoke English - The cynical might say

'Old ritual for parting tourists from their money', but I think they were more than genuine. I spent an interesting half hour in the cold depths of a German Bunker whilst the elderly custodian related some of his wartime experiences - Apparently, at the outset, the occupying forces commandeered all the best motor cars, the 1938 and 1939 limousines and sports cars for their own use. As time went on and fuel became scarcer they were obliged to forsake the gas guzzlers and I gather that an A7 Ruby became a German Army Staff car, and regularly toured the island respondent in camouflage grey - It was returned to its owner at the end of hostilities who retained the same paintwork for many years afterwards.

Finally, no trip to Jersey would be complete without an encounter with Bergerac and the Bureau des Etrangers. This came in the form of a letter addressed to the Reverend Llewellyn (a surprise for us all that he'd taken holy orders, especially the hotel!) who kindly read it aloud to the assembled
gathering in the bar that evening. Apparently a variety of Austin Seven spares was available on the island, some silly money, but Bernard nearly put in an order for a Chummy windscreen, no frame, glass missing - Then we noticed the letter was posted in Bournemouth - Were we being cruelly misled? The turn of phrase used was remarkably reminiscent of our newsletter editor - Could it be? In the end we decided it was for we noticed not only the two postmarks on the stamp, but also the dollops of Seccotine on the envelope - John we all missed you, but thank you for giving us all a jolly good chuckle, and a talking point for several days to come.

P.S. Those of you who came to France last year will know why I flew - Slightly stained wristbands still available at only 10p!
(Thanks to Margaret for typing this item)

Lawrence

 

 WHERE have you seen this month's cover picture before ? Yes, that's right, on the Merely Motoring tea cloth. A neighbour lent your Editor a book entitled 'The Motor Cars We owned' by S.J.L.Spicer and there it was! Now you know what the words on the side of the van were !
A CAMERA STRAP provided first aid for Biddy and Gordon when their tail pipe came adrift as they returned from a recent Run. Their attention was drawn to the matter by the driver of a London taxi. No, they were not wildly off course - a member of the London Taxi Club was following them in his 1971 taxi which he said he had rescued from a tip for £150. I think they all enjoyed their unexpected natter.

STOP PRESS
A report on the Daffodil Run has just been received and will appear in the June Newsletter.
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FOR SALE

A member of the South Wales

Austin Seven Club has asked us if we would kindly publish the following !​

Set 4 Ruby Mudguards /Wings
£50.00

3 Bearing Engine with clutch and gearbox
£75.00

2 Bearing Engine with clutch and gearbox(no pistons or pushrods)
£60.00

Ruby bonnet .. Good t-25. 00 Ruby back axle complete with fittings £30.00 Ruby radiators £30.00 Ruby springs £7.00 Set 2 Ruby doors 1934 .. Good £55.00 Set 2 Ruby doors 1936 .. Good £55.00 Ruby windscreen £I5.00 1931/2 Petrol gravity tank .. V. Good £25.00 1934 A10 Windscreen £15.00 1936/38 A10 Windscreen £15.00 A10 doors 34½”  x 43½”  high £10.00 A10 door 29¾” x 44” high £10.00

Set 4 doors believe for AB7 good.  Back: 25” x 44” high, front: 29½” x 44” high
OFFERS.

For more information, please contact!
 Tom Jones
telephone; Lampeter 423257

EVENTS

MAY  Thursday 18th May - CLUB NIGHT. Meet at the Elm Tree at 8 p.m..
for a short evening run to the Cross Keys, Mannington.

Sunday 21st May - CLUB RUN to Eggardon Hill and Cerne Abbas. Meet at Wimborne Square at 10 for 10.15 a.m.

Thursday 25th May - COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford. 8.30 p.m..

Sunday 28th may - CLUB PICNIC AND BARBECUE WITH DRIVING COMPETITIONS. The Old Parade Ground, Blandford Army Camp. Meet at Wimborne Square at 11 a.m. Don't forget your picnic - see April Newsletter

JUNE Thursday 1st June -'8 to Late' at the Brewers Arms, Poole. (Go over the flyover from Barclay House and take the second exit on the left.) For those who want to meet for a natter.

Thursday 15th June - CLUB NIGHT. Meet at the Elm Tree for a short run to the Royal Oak, North Gorley. 8 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday 17/18th June - WEEK-END CLUB RUN to the SPYE PARK RALLY. Details from Glyn.

Thursday 22nd June -COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford. 8.30 p.m.
Saturday 24th June - CHARLTON HORETHORNE FEAST DAY from 2 p.m. (See April Newsletter for details) 
Thursday 23rd March 1989





Poole Ferry terminal, night has definitely fallen. A fresh breeze - force nineish - is gusting in from SIBERIA and it is COLD - The Austin Seven convoy has been corraled on the quayside for two hours. At last the Channel Island Ferry arrives and disgorges its compliment of green faced voyagers - Gosh it must be bad out there:





Once on board, for most, the night passes relatively peaceably - The vessel ploughs on through mountainous seas, but our Austin 7eers are well anaesthetised against the effects of all this b y a generous intake of shipboard alcohol.





After a very early morning stop at Guernsey it's on to St. Helier.








Friday 24th March 1989





Hurn Airport, dawn is breaking, (or perhaps has broken already - I don't really have enough experience of this time of day to write with any real authority) shafts of sunlight are dancing on the morning dew and glinting on our pilot's goggles as fighting against the previous nights excesses he struggles to check the wing struts, ailerons and other- vital parts of our flying machine. The wind is gusting


in at force nine-and only the weight of his flying jacket and boots is keeping him down:





Are we concerned? - No


worried	- Yes


Luckily we have a very smooth flight into Jersey.











