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EDITORIAL

Hallo All,

First, I would like to thank all those involved with the Driving Tests at Blandford last month, competitors, spectators and particularly all those who marshalled so effectively. A special thanks must go to Gary, Pat and Glyn for all their hard work. I'm not sure who organised the weather but it was great, so thank you too!

We are now in the main rally season, which seems to get move busy every year. While penning these words, I spotted half a dozen Sevens motoring past my front window, on their way presumably either to Breamore or possibly to the Bristol to Bournemouth run. The weather was certainly kind again and I gather that the Club stand at Breamore was its usual success. Many thanks to all who took part and to David Whetton for organising it once again. There should be a report next month for those, who like me, were unable to get there on the day.

The next 4 or 5 weeks are particularly busy ones for many. Spye Park, the Michael Sedgewick run, NMM Classic Cavalcade and Beaulieu come in quick succession. All will be enjoyable but the one not to miss is our own Swanage Railway Rally. This weekend long event promises to be one of the more relaxed and enjoyable events of the season so make sure you get your entry in as soon as possible.

If you are in the Midlands on 19 June, you may wish to look in at the Banbury Auction Room, 49 Parsons Street, Banbury where there will be a sale of Automobilia, transport memorabilia (I didn't know there was a difference!) and toys. Some 500 lots are expected. There is a bigger event at Stratford on Avon racecourse where cars, light commercials and some automobilia will be sold during the Mid Summer Steam and Classic Car Show on 10 July. Sadly most of will miss this last event as it clashes with our own Rally! This information comes from Holloway's, the auctioneers, they count on the help of Arnold Crowe, a well known MA7C member so are likely to properly put together catalogues.

Before I close this issue, I would like to thank all those who have contributed material. It is a time honoured tradition that an editor's job is to edit material submitted by correspondents, and I am very happy to see that we are continuing to uphold that tradition. If you wish to report on a club event, or any other for that matter, do not hesitate! All material is gratefully received, especially reports on Club runs.

That's it for now, see you all at Club night, BFN
Miles
SECRETARIAL

Well Folks
The Light Hearted Skittles evening on Club Night seemed to be very successful, I'm sure the ladies would agree that it was nice to have an Austin 7 free evening!

Many thanks to Miles for arranging for us to use the old airfield at Blandford Camp for our annual driving tests day, and to the Llewellyns in conjunction with the New Milton Scouts for the equipment etc. John Page had contributed a Mk 2 barbecue and how good it turned out to be. I think we must have cooked on it for at least 1½ hours - Cheers JP! I think everyone had an enjoyable day, we certainly had a good turnout, about 16 '7s plus one or two "aliens". I am sure you will read a full report elsewhere.

On 6th June, five Austin 7s will be venturing over to Northern Spain on holiday. I'll let you know how we got on next month. My Spanish is almost non-existent but I think I've mastered how to order 2 beers, so we should get by!

Pat Llewellyn tells me that she has had about 20 entries, mainly from other clubs for our Swanage Rally. Please return your entry forms as soon as possible so that we can gauge numbers.

Speaking of numbers, please remember to send me details of your vehicles for the Austin 7 Clubs Association register as requested last month. There is no danger of you being pestered by dealers, or anyone else come to that, as owners details are kept separate from car data. Inquiries can only be forwarded via Club Secretaries.

See you at Club Night
Gary
AUSTIN SEVEN BEGINNINGS - 32 - A STORY OF AUSTIN FOLK JIM and PAT BURY

Friends, think of life as a continuous circle, think of Jim's circle of life and cut into that circle marked "cars at around the early 1950's". There you will find Jim also cutting. Yes, cutting, busily cutting the body off an early Chummy, throwing that body away and keeping the chassis!  Body been crashed? Rusty beyond repair? you ask.

NO! It was a perfectly good business rep's car, which had, like so many others of that period, been intentionally stored during the 1939 – 45 Warr but in fact was then thought to be "Old Fashioned", never used again and replaced by a more up to date, modern, vehicle by Jim's Dad.

SO - Jim, a young man wanting to be in the "fast lane" of Sprints and Trials was totally free to chop up the Austin as he wished. Before you go into a decline and write our kindly Jim off as a 1950's yobo, remember that it was in fact the attitude of the day towards anything "old": grandfather clocks, pianos, farming and diary equipment, furniture, fire places, doors, windows, etc, etc. They were "modernized", burned or dumped.

At least in this case, Jim did build a racing body onto the base and start his highly successful career of sprint and circuit racing at Eastney Barracks, along with people like Colin Chapman in his Lotus. The 750 Club were into providing relatively cheap .racing for the enthusiast. Said enthusiast drove to the venue in the racing car, wearing a modest version crash helmet, sports jacket, open necked white shirt, plimsolls and just simply - raced! Protective gloves were spurned and regarded as a hindrance to the safe handling of the inevitably very muddy, slippery steering wheel of those low, open cars. Ask Jim and he'll tell you. of the excitement of those "innocent, exciting" days which included motoring up to and racing at Silverstone for the 6 hour relay, competing against teams Sevens and Morgans; of "LILFOS" (little Fords); of Wiscombe where he got 2nd fastest time of the day in his Ford 10; of winning the cup at the National Autocross at Taunton; of no roll bars; of one headlight sports cars; of the "cheap-racing-for-the-enthusiast" put on by the 750 MC and much, much more (An interesting and fascinating talk for Club Night, perhaps?).

Meanwhile, back to life's circle. After much building and rebuilding, Jim is back to a 1925 Chummy, TW 1263. "Just like that?" you ask. Well, no; via a series of buying, selling, looking, rejecting until he was directed to IT, in pieces, in a ditch, in a hole in deepest Somerset. Nothing daunts Jim: he sorted out the wrong bits, found or made the right ones and after 10 years of work, has a beautiful car of which both he and his wife are justifiably proud. I perhaps ought to add, a long suffering wife and family are justifiably proud, for Jim is not too worried about which table top he remodels his engines on or how much he overloads the attic with spares. His daughter, quite young at the time, commented when she saw her father loading even more car bits into the roof space "One of these days that bulging ceiling will collapse and those bits will land plonk onto my bed and I'll be able to get into the Guinness Book of Records by rebuilding and Austin without even leaving my bed!" I'm glad to say that roof and spares are all still intact.

BB May 1993
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BLANDFORD CAMP BARBECUE - SUNDAY 23rd MAY 1993
WHAT A LOVELY WAY TO SPEND A SUNDAY

Arriving at Safeways car park, the weather was a little overcast and windy, but there were a good few Austins ready and waiting for the run to Blandford Camp. By 10:30 there were 13 Austins ready to go, including a Ten and a Heavy 12/4: five of the Sevens were open-topped.

Ben and Marian were organising the run to Blandford. They took us through some lovely little villages, passing a pub called "The Stocks" then on through Gaunts Common and on to Horton. The cows in the field were lazing in the morning sunshine whilst we headed towards Shaftesbury, turning off to the Witchampton road. We drove along some lovely twisting lanes with hardly a car in sight, but hordes of cyclists, even a group that was topless - men, I hasten to add! On towards Tarrant Rushden, with the most glorious views from the top of the hill. Ben told me that its called 'The Cliff’. You could see all over Blandford, it was breath-taking. Then it was on to Blandford and into the camp. We were met at the gate by several young armed soldiers who let us in with no trouble at all. Then all the cars were pulled into the side of the road and we had to wait while all the cars were mirrored. They must have thought we were a motley crew, very suspect. Joking aside, they can't be too careful and they were only doing their job.

It was now 11:44, we made our way through the Camp to the parade ground. This was where the barbecue was set up. Glyn, Gary and Pat were busy getting the driving tests ready. Six more cars awaited us at the camp. By this time, we had picked our lunch spots and the barbecue was working well. The sun was warming up by now and some of us were stripping off our sweaters. This is the life! Sunshine, fresh air, and friends. What more could you ask for? During lunch we were joined by Dusty and Jane, to add to the circle.

After lunch, it was time to get down to the business of the driving test. The marshals were shown their posts and we were ready to start. Scott and Gaynor were the first to try their luck.

There were seven stages (very appropriate!):  The first was reversing into a garage.  The second was a parking test.  The third entailed reversing your nearside-rear wheel onto a cross marked on the ground. The fourth required you to drive round a pole, with a piece of string attached to your car. The string was weighted down in the middle and you had to keep it from touching the ground. Points were lost for pulling the pole over.  The fifth was guessing the height of your car. The marshals adjusted the cross bar on a high jump stand to your instructions and then you had to drive through.  The sixth was to have a bucket over the driver's head, then on the passenger's instructions to drive between set cones.  The seventh was to drive over the same course to a set time.

This went on all afternoon, with a notable number of lady drivers doing their bit. At the end of the afternoon, papers were marked and counted. The results are as follows:

In fourth place was Jackie, In third place was Scott,  In second place was Bob,

AND.

The WINNER was our very own chairman, Bernie!

Well done everyone. Thanks for all the hard work put in by the Team, with an especially big thank you to Miles.

Marilyn

For the record, here are the overall results:

	
	
	

	
	Place
	Driver
	Points
	

	
	1
	Bernie
	76
	

	
	2
	Bob
	75
	

	
	3
	Scott
	74
	

	
	4
	Jacqui
	74
	

	
	5
	Willie
	71
	

	
	6
	Jane
	69
	

	
	7=
	Pat
	66
	

	
	7 =
	Roger Ballard
	66
	

	
	9 =
	Dusty
	65
	

	
	9 =
	Arthur
	65
	

	
	 9 =
	Roger Nunn
	65
	

	
	12
	Lee
	64
	

	
	13
	Len
	63
	

	
	14
	Edward
	50
	

	
	15 =
	Jeff
	.49
	

	
	15 =
	Terry
	49
	

	
	15 =
	Ben
	49
	

	
	18
	Tony
	48
	

	
	19
	Sue
	47
	

	


Front Axles - Worn Kingpin Axle Eyes

As many Austin Seven owners have discovered, the kingpin/axle eye has always been regarded as a problem area. The tell-tale discovery of movement in the kingpin more often reveals a worn axle eye rather than a worn kingpin and bushes. The common problem of wear occurring in the axle eye stems from the relatively small diameter (0.5") kingpin which is located in a slender axle beam.

The usual methods of correcting the problem are:

a.
dismantle and take the axle unit to a specialist who will "shrink" the bell mouthed axle eye back to the normal size.

b. 
dismantle the axle and bore out the axle eye to accept a thin-walled hardened steel bush (9/16" dia) that must be an interference fit. (There is a distinct risk of cracking the surrounding axle eye material when using this method).

c.
use an oversize kingpin (usually + 1/64") and ream out the axle eye and top and bottom bushes to fit.

Methods a. and b. will require the removal of the axle from the car and will generally entail the use of a specialist to carry out the work.

Method c. will undoubtedly prove a tricky experience of having to use an expanding reamer to line ream the top and bottom bushes to accept the oversize kingpin. (Remembering of course that the bottom bush is housed in a blind hole).

A modern alternative. method of overcoming the problem is by the use of an engineering adhesive such  as Loctite 641 to retain the kingpin in the worn axle eye. Loctite 641 is a recommended adhesive for cylindrical parts that require easy disassembly at some future date. This type of adhesive has an "anaerobic" fixing action, which means that it will remain liquid in the presence of air and will only become solid when confined between two surfaces. It is recommended that the adhesive works best within a maximum diametrical clearance of O.15mm (0.006") but it can be successfully used on much larger gaps. A fixture time of approximately 10 to 30 minutes can be expected when the two components are brought together within the recommended clearance tolerance. (The smaller the gap the quicker the fixture time).

Before explaining how to go about effecting the repair, two simple but very important instructions must be followed to ensure a good result.

1.
All parts must be thoroughly cleaned and free from any oil or grease, preferably by using Trichloroethylene.

2.
The clearance between the worn axle eye and the kingpin must be completely filled with the adhesive to be effective.

Repair Procedure

Having carefully examined and established that the existing kingpin and bushes are re-useable and that the wear is confined to an oversized axle eye, proceed by first cleaning the kingpin and bushes with Tric to remove any traces of oil or grease. Next, lightly coat the internal surfaces and top of the lower bush with grease, (too much grease will prevent the kingpin from fully entering the lower bush due to compression) leaving the top bush clean and dry. Next remove the kingpin cotter from the axle eye and thoroughly clean the worn axle eye and cotter hole, again using Tric. Replace the old cotter pin using a high tensile replacement and make sure this is also free from oil and grease.

Using the Loctite 641, coat the entire internal surface of the axle eye ensuring that the adhesive is evenly distributed over the whole area including the small machined recess in the cotter pin surface. (Loctite 641 is "Thixotropic" and will not flow under its own weight and will therefore readily cling to the vertical surfaces of the axle eye). Now wipe the top and bottom faces of the axle eye to remove any excess adhesive. Next locate the stub axle hub assembly about the axle eye (remembering to position the thrust washer) and then finally insert the kingpin through the whole assembly. Then the kingpin is fully home tighten the cotter pin.

It must be appreciated that the action of the kingpin passing through the axle eye will have caused a certain amount of the adhesive to migrate to the bottom bush. Although the bottom bush was lightly greased beforehand, any traces of the excess adhesive are best removed to avoid the possibility of a fixture occurring between kingpin and bush. The is best carried out by injecting the lower bush with grease to disperse any trace of adhesive. To ensure only the bottom bush receives grease, use a 5/16" dia B.S.F, hexagonal-headed setpin approx 1.6" long with a 1/8" dia hole drilled through its centre. The hexagon head of the setpin should be tapped to accept a grease nipple. The pin is then screwed into the threaded hole situated in the top of the kingpin and the grease injected through the centre of the kingpin and into the bottom bush without contaminating the adhesive in the axle eye. The whole stub axle assembly should be rotated to and fro on the kingpin whilst injecting the grease to assist the dispersal of the adhesive mixed with grease leaving the bottom bush.

The adhesive will require approximately 10 to 30 minutes fixture time and a further 3 to 6 hours to cure fully.  Loctite 641 adhesive is designed to accommodate large compressive strains (65,250 lb/in sq for a 0.08mm film thickness, 26,100 lb/in sq for a 0.25mm film thickness) but is unable to withstand high tensile strains. These basic design properties make the adhesive ideal for any cylindrical assembles that require easy disassembly, whilst at the same time preventing any micro-movement that may exist between two mating surfaces.

This was first published in the Midlands Austin Seven Club for March 1993

ANOTHER PICTURE PUZZLE

A further puzzle from those Arthur Cox kindly sent in. The object is for you to determine the reason for thinking that a crime had been committed. There will be a small prize for the first person to tell me the correct answer. For the slower viewers, the answer will appear next month.

[image: image2.png] 

CLUB NOTICE BOARD

Holiday Accommodation in Normandy. Briquebec, 20 mins from Cherbourg. The house sleeps 6/8+ and has a large garden. Available June - July - Sep at £100 -£125 per week. Interested? Phone Ringwood 677755

FOR SALE

1970 Reliant
3 Wheel pickup truck! Maroon, 850cc engine, excellent condition, full MOT. Offers around £500 to Rev Michael Anderson, phone 0425 614428.

Set of Military Wheels:
Four wheels, 3 with special bobbins, ideal for military tourer or for a special builder. Size is 4.00 x 18, spoke size 10 gauge. Offers to the Editor, tel 0722 327215.

WINE TASTING

This special event replaces the early monthly meeting. If you would like to go, please complete the slip below. Cheques payable to Dorset Austin 7 Club, please.
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DA7C ANNUAL BARBECUE

WILVERLEY - Saturday 17th July 1992 - 7.30pm

Our annual Summer Barbecue will be held at the Wilverley Barbecue Site, just off the Burley to Brockenhurst road in the New Forest. A barbecue will be provided, but bring your own rolls, burgers, sausages etc. Also bring your own booze and glasses to supplement the wine provided by the Club.

A shelter will be provided in case of inclement weather and there will be a toilet.. Bring your chairs and there will be a rounders game for the energetic. A small charge of £2:00 will be made to cover the cost of the venue and the wine. If you would like to attend, please return the slip below to Mervyn before 10th July. Cheques payable to 'Dorset Austin 7 Club' please. Travel in any type of car.
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CLUB EVENTS

JUNE

Thursday 17 June Club Night. A light-hearted Summer Concours is scheduled this month. Assemble in the Car Park at the Elm Tree. Spares will be available.

Sunday 20 June   Canal Trip. A day's sailing on the canal, planned by Merv, starting at the George Inn, at Bathampton. If you've book, meet at Safeway's Car Park, Wimborne at 9:45 for a 10 am start. Mervyn will meet the convoy in the car park of the Granada Lodge Services on the road to Bath outside Warminster at 11:30 am. Don't forget your picnic lunch.

Thursday 24 June Committee Meeting. 8.30 start at Tyrell's Ford.

26/27 June Spye Park Rally. Organised by the Bristol Club, this is one of the best and most friendly rallies. Usually has a good turnout of Dorsets, many of whom make a weekend of it to go to the Barn Dance on Saturday evening. See Page 7 for more information.

JULY

Friday 2 July Wine Tasting. This gathering is instead of Thursday's 9 Till Late. Meet at the Horton Estate Vineyard at 7 pm for a 7:15 pm start. Price is £3:50 per person. Book with Bernie, using the slip at Page 7, address inside the front page.

10/11 July Swanage Railway Rally. The Club is organizing the car part of this weekend. Entry forms have already gone out. If you need another, see Glyn, Pat or Gary. There is a Barn Dance on the Saturday night and camping is available.

Thursday 15 July Club Night. As July is such an exciting month , this will be a Noggin and Natter, a chance to see what everyone has been/is about to get up to! See you all at the Elm Tree.

Saturday 17 July Summer Barbecue. This popular event will be held at 7:30 pm at the picnic site at Wilverley in the New Forest. Booking form and further details are on page 7.

Thursday 22 July Committee Meeting. Meet as usual at 8.30 pm at the Tyrell's Ford.

OTHER EVENTS

3/4 July 750 MC Rally, Beaulieu. I have a few entry forms for this large rally. Format is as last year, there are active events on the Saturday with Sunday devoted to the static rally and autojumble.

Saturday 31 July Okeford Football Club Fete. Mervyn's football club is holding a fund-raising Fete at Okeford Fitzpaine Recreation Ground, near Blandford and would like a line​up of Austin Sevens. Those attending will receive some free beer or light refreshment tickets. Plenty of interest and attractions at the Fete on the day. We get a great deal of support from Mervyn: it would be nice if we could give him some here. See Mervyn for further details.

