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EDITORIAL
June 1992

First the good news 
Lawrence and Margaret were married on Friday 29 May. I know you would all like to join the Committee in wishing the happy couple every happiness for their future together. By the time you read this, they should have returned from their tour of Scottish Highlands and Islands.

The not so good news is that the new editor has had to start an Oh Dear! department, already! I managed to transmogrify Brain and Jill TOALSTER when I transcribed Biddy Brown's article last month. Sorry all round.

Members with long memories will recall that Mervyn Frampton is an avid long distance cyclist and rode from John O'Groats to Lands End for charity a few years ago. He's at it again, but this time he will be travelling to Barcelona at the end of July. It is to be an entirely solo trip, with no back up vehicle or tender so it will be pretty hard work. If you would like to support Mervyn, there will be a sponsorship form enclosed.

The cover photo shows Jane Whibley and Michelle plus the Murray Pacey Trophy - see page 4 for the full story! There are a few notes on some wider motoring issues in the form of the latest report from the British Historic Vehicles Clubs and some information on the JOGLE run at Easter plus all the usual news and views. That's enough from me, BFN! Miles

SECRETARIAL

Well Folks!

What fantastic weather, the next thing we know there will be a hose pipe ban - well it saves washing the Austin I suppose!

For those of you not going on the Eurotour, I understand that entry forms for the Association's Grand Longbridge Rally (August Bank Holiday Weekend) Are now available. Although we do not yet have bilk copies, see a committee member if you are interested. There appears to be a lot going on, including an autojumble, Dinner, Spit Roast, road run and so on. The 1982 event was very good and lets hope this years is, too.

The Blandford Camp Driving Tests were once again a great success, thanks to the efforts of Miles and the team, and to the New Milton Scouts for the loan of all the gear. Once again the weather was lovely, luckily, as I reckon it could really blow up there!

Some discussion is presently taking place amongst the Committee as to whether or not our summer club runs are a good idea. On the one hand, it is nice to see the cars and to go for a trundle; on the other, for those without a car could feel left out. Further more, we don't want to upset the landlord, especially as we built up an excellent rapport. It might be a good idea to talk it over at the next Club Night so please give it some thought.

Finally, my Special is complete. What a marathon, now just the teething troubles to go! So for those of you who may be sick of hearing about it, that should be about it! See you all at the next Club Night, if not before.

Gary
AUSTIN 7 BEGINNINGS - 21 - A STORY OF AUSTIN FOLK
: MILES SHEPHERD

We have all seen Miles enthusiastically bombing around in MP 5121, a 1928 Chummy, his present car. Some of you may have seen the cracked cylinder head caused by insufficient anti-freeze, on display at the April Club Night. For three years it ran without hood or sidescreens! Apart from runs with the Club he has also been out and about on others such as the Michael Sedgewick; the RNLI Beaulieu to Weymouth. In the latter he not only excelled but amazed himself by winning the hillclimb at Blandford - whilst eating cold chicken legs! Last month he took over the Editorship of this newsletter.

Where and how did he start with Austin Sevens? As you can imagine, not a simple story so concentrate hard and read on.

1962 was Miles' entrance into the owning of an Austin Seven! a 1932 Box at that 
bought for 
£5! Yes a 'genuine-reliable-runner' with all the attributes that that conjures up! leaking roof; no reverse gear; dodgy electrics. As I say a 'genuine-reliable-runner' . His first car ever, used for his very first celebratory run on the Tuesday evening of passing his driving test. (Bit like remembering the day War broke out, or where you were when JFK died, don't you find?). Such an all important biggy to actually be able to drive 'alone'. What an amazing vehicle to whiz up to Chelsea for a well earned pint and pie? With, I might add, an energetic girl friend to leap out and push the car when needing the non-existent reverse gear!

Bill Williams, writer of the book 'Austin Seven Specials', and workshop owner, came into Miles' acquaintance at about this time. Miles requested a replacement for a broken half shaft.(Broke by-the-by when a dear elderly aunt was being given a lift. She never quite got over the sense of guilt, permanently believing that she had been the total cause of this mishap!)
However, on being told that Miles did not know the size of shaft required, Bill promptly sent over a handful, requesting the return of 'those you don't use'. That's how it was in those days! Half shafts lying around, any size, just for the sake of asking! The one required cost the princely sum of £2.

And by-the-by on Bill; his works were at Kew Green, near the Horse and Groom. He had a road Special, the engine of which was a Works 25 stud job mounted in a space frame chassis. The resulting car looked something like a Lotus Europa - not even similar to an A7!

Meanwhile, back to Miles, now on with his career and Sandhurst training with no garage. No protective roof, the precious Box had to go. Now immaculately repainted Black and Maroon, as opposed to a rather strange blue, sold for £25. Not a bad little profit, what?

One year car-less at Sandhurst when a Big 7, having been 'singed' in an electrical fire, was bought, improved and sold on - only because of M's transfer to Germany. Returning from Germany some 4 years later, now 1970, posted to Blackpool. Informed by the Barman in the Mess that 'there was an A7 on the bus route'.

Miles promptly proceeded until he found the Box Saloon, possibly a late 1934, BKE 671 a veritable 'rust bucket' belonging to a metal work lecturer at Blackpool Poly and stored with his parents who wanted the space back. The falling-to-pieces heap was duly purchased along with an original heater, spare radiators, back axle, 5 or 6 spare engines .... all for £50... A four tonner was need to remove all the booty to a wooden hut where the more than necessary stripping down took place. Sadly overseas work 'stopped play' - or  'work' - or completion of the project. BUT since one could not abandon the posse of spares so acquired, these were dully transported to his parents’ home on the South Coast. The car eventually was bought back by the lecturer.

November 1972 saw Miles joining the Worthing Group after a chance encounter with Mike Hodgson, who incidentally used to own the oldest known A7. The upshot of this meeting was the purchase of a 1933 Type 65, the original version of the Nippy. In very poor state, colour had been Cherry red but now rust on green. Another move forced the sale of the car to Rollin Nichols in the Midlands.

A move to the Midlands in 1975, led to an encounter with a non-running Opal. Elevated to working order it was speedily put to good use by the erstwhile restorer to get about the vast airfield. On one outing, a further contact resulted in a 250 mile trip to the Lake District during the petrol tanker strike to view an A7.

Arriving at dusk in driving rain, the 'garage' was a disused fever hospital on the cliffs outside Whitehaven. Opening the door revealed a solid wall of tyres. Yoiks! thought Miles, had he really come all that way just for this? Stoically removing some tyres, he was then confronted by a wall of old TV sets smiling at him like a mass of goldfish bowls - such were old TV sets in those days! Like Hercules of old, he persevered with his trials, delving ever deeper into the un-lit garage. With blinding faith that there must be A7 gold lurking, he eventually touched something resembling a car. Eventually a deluxe, leather upholstered 1933 Box, plus an ordinary 1932 Box plus a mass of spares was discovered. He would buy one of the cars. Deal! The owner, on his death bed wanted £350. It was all or nothing. No, the garage at the price, despite a single car being worth the price. A
deal was struck and the booty came south where the Deluxe Saloon was "promptly sold on. AAO 55 is being restored by a Club member and should soon see the light of day once more. His next car was an interestingly modified Nippy which went to America in 1987 to make way for the Chummy.

Apart from all this, and no doubt more, Miles was the Association Magazine Editor for 3 years, Sports Registrar for 3 years and Advertising Manager for the Association for 7 years. A firm believer in joining the local club, letters from Richard and Margaret Cressey led him to the Dorsets on return from Germany. This then folks, is something of Miles' story. All that he asks now, apart from some trouble free motoring, is that you all support him by sending in those articles, snippets, piccys etc.

BB May 1992
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DRIVING TESTS - BLANDFORD CAMP - 17 MAY

This was the first time for me at the Driving Tests but for the Club it was the fourth time that the Murray Pacey Trophy was up for grabs.

Fran and I arrived before the pack, we managed to talk our way past the main Guardroom, I'm sure he was pointing that gun at me! We found the tarmac area already set up for the tests. Glyn, Pat, John, Gary, Bob and Miles had been working hard for sometime. There were planks, posts and cones everywhere, it all looked very complicated.

When everyone eventually arrived it was time to eat. The barbecue was going well but was quite superfluous as it was so hot that the chops and sausages would have cooked most adequately on the tarmac!

Then the tests began, a number of volunteers manned the various checks, giving marks with reluctance and deducting with glee. The afternoon got hotter, the coolest and shadiest place was under the bucket on one of the tests! This event turned out to be as much a test of marital compatibility in some cases, as well as driving skill. There was a set of high jump stands! I was quite relived when the cars went underneath and not over the top! 
Then came the results! Male chauvinists were stunned into shocked silence as Jane was declared the well-deserved and outright winner so the magnificent trophy was on its way back to the Whibley sideboard for yet another year. Edward Ballard, the most promising young driver, was second in his "mini special", and Richard Cressy was a very creditable third.

What an enjoyable day it turned out to be, glorious sunshine, marvellous company and fierce but friendly competition. Thank you to Miles for all the arranging and to all his helpers and marshals.  Also thanks to Blandford Camp and to New Milton Scouts for their co-operation. I'm already looking forward to next year. I think I'll have a go myself, I mean, if Jane can win!!
Mervyn

o O o
JOGLE 92

[image: image4.png]The John O'Groats - Land's End (JOGLE) run has been an integral part of Austin anniversary celebrations since the 50th back in 1972. I have managed to miss each one! In 1972 I was working and could not get the time off, in 1982 my Nippy was suffering with a loose flywheel and this year my Chummy was having engine work done. However, I have been an armchair participant each time!
The '92 run attracted some 76 starters, of whom 72 finished. A remarkable effort on everyone's part. The entry was made up of a variety of models. The list shows the number of starters and the number of finishers in brackets!
Box Saloons 24 (24) Rubies 10 (10) Chummies 8 (7) Specials * 9( 7) Pearls 5 ( 5) Opal 4 (4) Big 7
4( 4)
Ulsters 3 ( 3)
Nippy
3 (3) GE Brookland 1( 1) Swallow 1 ( 1) Fabric 1 (1) AEW
1 ( 0)

* includes 1 Big 7 Special, a "Boat Tail" and a "Connaught", these last I have not encountered before.

Times ranged from 18 hours 54 minutes for Harry Hales in his 37 Ruby to 98 hours 31 minutes for the Chummy of Bossons and Mitu. Some 12 cars took less than 24 hours and a further 20 less than 48 hours, the next 20 were under 72 hours. There were many tales of derring-do but the ones I liked were the 3 Swiss entrants in their open cars (they all made it), I wondered if they had driven across the Continent to get to the start and Peter Fearn who broke a crank and used a short engine and road side re-build to keep going (time 77 hours 29 mins!) Well done to all the entrants and also to the 750 MC who

organised the event and to the countless helpers who provided check points,

soup, back up vehicles and lots of encouragement. Anyone want to do the

next one? The full story should be in the next Assn Mag.

NEWS FROM THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUBS

The Federation is our watchdog and it keeps an eye on developing car legislation both in Brussels and in Westminster. It has a bevy of legal experts to analyze new requirements and a full time lobbyist to put the case for our type of vehicle. The Club has been a member for some time and receives updates on matters of interest.

EXTRACTS FROM THE SPRING NEWSLETTER

A new MOT Testers manual has been issued and is available from HMSO. See Hon Editor if you want a copy. The Federation made a number of contributions to this manual and the result should be a manual which details, completely and clearly, the exemptions and concessions for older vehicles. If the Federation did nothing else this year, this alone would justify its existence.
The days of the traditional scrap yard are numbered so if you know of one with parts you need, it will be well worthwhile gathering as much material as possible before anti-pollution laws close such establishments.

In the Post 39 - 45 War period, even the Agents had trouble identifying all the Seven models. They issued this chart to help Garage staff. Note the start number for the first model. The change over period for models was not December! like modern times, they changed for the Motor Show at the end of September and demonstrated the latest models to the Press in the late summer. Many thanks to the Midlands A7C for the chart.
' 

Much concern has been expressed about the much publicised scheme for issuing "passports" by the Classic and Historic Vehicle-'Register. Whilst everyone should be in favour of making vehicle fraud mote difficult, this scheme appears could have the opposite effect by providing relatively inexpensive, impressive looking documentation to "support spurious authenticity. The problem is that only a cursory check by an expert is required before the issue of a passport. No detailed examination of the vehicle, checks against original specification or factory records are required! thus the passport is no more valuable than the owners verbal description. If you are buying an-historic vehicle, you should always seek the help and advice of the relevant one make Club or Register.

More details next month.
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DA7C ANNUAL BARBECUE

KIMMERIDGE - Saturday 4th July 1992 - 7.30 pm
'

Our annual Summer Barbecue will be held at a different place this year. We have permission to use a delightful site at Kimmeridge! It will also be possible to swim so bring your gear!

A barbecue will be provided, but bring your own rolls, burgers, sausages etc. Also bring your own booze and glasses to supplement the wine provided by the Club.

A shelter will be provided in case of bad weather and we have the use of the nearby toilets.

[image: image6.png]A small charge of £1:50 will be made to cover the cost of the venue and the wine. If you would like to attend, please return the slip below to Mervyn before 30th June. Cheques payable to 'Dorset Austin 7 Club' please. Travel in any type of car.

CLUB EVENTS

JUNE

Thursday 18 June
Club Night. at the Elm Tree.
A light-hearted 'concours' begins at 8.00 pm.

Saturday 21 June 
Canal Trip. Meet at Safeways Car Park, Wimborne at 9.45 for 10 am. Mervyn will meet the convoy at the lay by just outside Warminster on the Bath Road at 11.45 am. Don't forget your picnic lunch.

Thursday 25 June
Committee Meeting. At Tyrrell’s Ford 8.30 pm

JULY

Thursday 2 July
'8 till Late'. For those who want to meet for a natter, meet at the East Close Hotel, Holmsley.

Saturday 4 July
DA7C Barbecue. At Kimmeridge. See page 7 for details.

Thursday 16 July
Club Night. At the Elm Tree. A Racing Engine Evening (Demo and short talk) at 8.00 pm

Sunday 19 July Club Run. Meet at the Old Mill, Sturminster Newton at 11 am for a run through North Dorset with Richard Cressey. Alternative meeting point is Safeways Car Park in Wimborne for a 10.15 departure.

Thursday 23 July
Committee Meeting. At Tyrrells Ford 8.30 pm
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OTHER EVENTS

Sunday 28 June Michael Sedqewick Run. Organised by the Friends of the National Motor Museum each year, the start is at the Ordnance Survey in Southampton and the finish is at the Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop. Contact Mike Lucas on 0590 612345.

Sunday 5 July 750MC Beaulieu Rally. A new format has a lot of extra activities (BBQ, Treasure Hunt etc) on the Saturday with the well tried rally on the Sunday. Entry forms are available for those who have not yet entered. See a Committee Member on Club Night.

Friday 17 July Bournemouth Symphonietta at Kingston Lacey House. Fireworks too!

[image: image7.png]This is not a club organised events so please book yourself and meet Bernard and Jackie there on the night for a very enjoyable time - if the weather holds. Costs are £8 if you book or E10 at the gates. Take your picnic gear, tables, candelabra etc.

