[image: image1.png] 

[image: image2.png] 

EDITORIAL

Hallo All,

Those in the newspaper trade, i.e. Editors, usually call this time of the year the Silly Season. Now I know why - everything happens at once. The rally season is in full swing, all the Austin 7 specialist firms are at full stretch and the weather is too good to last. For Dorsets, this has, happily, proved to be true!

Happenings since the last edition include the Club trip to Spain, the National Motor Museum's Classic Cavalcade, our own Canal Trip to Bathampton, the Michael Sedgewick Rally, the Bristol Club's Spye Park Rally and 75 MC's Beaulieu Rally. Each provided a different type of event and all were excellent in their own way.

With so much happening, it has been difficult to get reports of all the events. I managed to be double booked for the Canal Trip and for Spye Park but I am delighted to say that Anne MacKenzie has provided a splendid article on the Canal Trip. Also in this edition, Dave Whetton found time to report on the Breamore Motorcade, as well as doing all the organising for it. Dorsets get to some fairly far flung places and Biddy Brown has recorded her experiences in France, as well as providing another of her inimitable tales of Austin Folk.
I have not been able to get to many of the events which the Club has supported, mainly because I tend to avoid static rallies. This does not mean that I have not been fairly active: the Chummy was invited to the NMM Classic Cavalcade and was the only Seven there. We only had to park in numbered slots near the arena and then take part in two drive pasts, one in the morning, one in the afternoon. For this effort, we were treated to a splendid cold buffet lunch.

The following weekend we took part in the Michael Sedgewick Memorial Rally, all round the New Forest. The start was near Cadnam from where we set off in pairs at 1 minute intervals. We were meant to cover about 60 miles in the morning and 25 miles after lunch but everyone made an error shortly after the start and we did about 125 miles in all. There were many Austins, including Biddy and Gordon as well as the Stalkers and the Coxes in their Cliftons.

I left the Chummy at home for the 750 MC Rally. It always amuses me to see them trying to become the National" A7 club!

See you at Swanage
Miles
SECRETARIAL

Well Folks!

The Longest Day has arrived and gone. By the time you read this, Spye Park and Beaulieu will be over - where is the year going?

Club Night saw a light hearted Concours with, I'm pleased to say, at least three new arrivals hot off the restoration press. Well Done Chaps! Its nice to see some different vehicles.  The Concours was judged, I believe, by the "they Club meeting next door. The car that they would most like to own was George Mooney's Cambridge Special. Well done, mate!

The continental trip to Santander, Northern Spain was a huge success. It comes highly recommended for A7 holidays, lots of mountain roads, brilliant views, good beaches and reasonable prices. I'm sure you would have to go a long way to beat a 3 course meal with wine for £4:50! Of course the locals loved the cars, cheering us on up the mountain passes! When's the next trip, Glyn?

Richard Hosken - Boncaster Insurance, the Club's Association insurers - have decided that Austin Sevens should be valued by Club Secretaries from time to time. They have suggested that in order to cover club expenses, that we should make a charge for this service. Your committee propose that a charge of £5 be made for this service, provided that the vehicle is known to me. If not, and I incur travelling expenses to inspect a car, then an additional fee will have to be raised to cover my costs. There is no need to panic! You don't need to have your car valued unless the Insurance Company asks for it.

See you at Club Night
Gary
CANAL TRIP
Sunday 20 June
We arrived at the George Hotel, Bathampton, ready for refreshment. The journey had been made more pleasant by the glorious weather.

Sevens parked in a row, drinks in hand, we were scattered on the grassy bank of the canal, basking in the sun awaiting the Jubilee. The main topic are Dusty and Jane coming? will they make it on time?

The Jubilee's arrival coincided with the appearance of Rupert's ploughmans lunch. I have never seen a meal eaten so hastily, as everyone embarked precariously via the gangplank.

We made ourselves comfortable, Ben and Marion beside the bar, and then the Captain disappeared to capture our prized Austins on video. With no sign of Dusty and Jane and the picnics emerging, we began our journey towards Dundas. We passed various barges with names like Toby and Dutiful Duck, all traditionally painted with ornate artwork and regalia. With relaxed chatter and lunch eaten, we enjoyed the scenery, the reeds and the flag irises close at hand - we've gone aground!

Volunteers were found to swing the bridge and we meandered along the canal under stone bridges trailing ivy, trees cascading over the water, dog roses, dragonflies and fishermen on the banks.

We reached the aqueduct and cruised on for another ½ mile to do a 24 point turn, almost amputating a fisherman's legs, and nearly crushing his nets!

Then we began our journey home, back across the aqueduct and valley, passing a cruising hotel. Two barges joined together came towards us, steered by what can only be described as a buxom wench! To the great hilarity of everyone, the young lady moved the rudder with such strength and gusto that her whole generous body vibrated! It must have affected our captain, we hit the bank!

We became more amused by the captain's inability to steer (perhaps it was the gin) and then Merv was invited to take the rudder. With a huge cheer he managed to steer straight, for a while, and then another cheer when he went aground.

With the captain back in charge and the bridge party in action again, a few of us escaped to buy ice creams at Rosie's Tearoom. At a leisurely speed in the late afternoon sun, an irate Bargee yelled "Would you please slow down as you pass my barge!". It was a canal-side nursery overflowing with plants. We drifted too close to overhanging trees and had to duck. A branch caught Bernard across his back, we all had visions of him being suspended!

At last we arrived back at the George, four legs protruding from the long grass on the tow path .... it was Dusty and Jane. With many a rude comment about timekeeping and what was going on in the grass, we disembarked. It was a most relaxing afternoon. We trooped back to the car park to admire Dusty's newly finished Ulster and then made our way home.

Anne McKenzie
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AUSTIN SEVEN BEGINNINGS - 34 - A STORY OF AUSTIN FOLK
CHRISTOPHER BIGGINS

'Everybody seems to rebuild an Austin Seven, quite obviously you can't go wrong, I mean pre 1930, - simple; just make sure nothing is dangling or dripping...'

So thought car enthusiast Chris as he determined to have a go. An advert led him to a barn in Swaffham, Norfolk wherein was a 1930 four seater open tourer.

'Not too bad' thought Chris, 'Needs a bit of welding and new wings but it has good upholstery and hood, floors good if patched, hadn't been run in ten years. English and original!' So there he was, an innocent abroad in May 1988 buying and running same around. Two years later, full of enthusiasm, he took it apart! Nuts, bolts and washers coming out of places he'd never dreamed of!

What's that I hear you ask? "Why take it apart?" Well, it was a small matter of 'grulching noises' in the steering box.  Taking it apart was one thing ... putting it back together again another. For like so many before him, he began to realise the finesse of the engineer: everything he touched he broke or overtightened. Called 'learning the hard way’. Totally undaunted, regarding this as a learning process curve, his knowledge could only increase.  On he went. Two weeks taking apart. Steaming the chassis off and re-painting. Basically the shape of the panels only needed 'minor, adjustment'. Some difficulty during the 1988/9 boom time of getting welding done, though eventually a good job was achieved.

The learning curve proved too steep. Even with the 'BIG RED BOOK, written for idiots' , the small bags of surplus screws and things, seemed to mount! Eventually kind friend Gordon Cowie offered to help on a weekly basis but the cold, miserable winter period in an equally cold, miserable garage forced Chris to postpone 'Austin-fun' (or was it that what bits Chris had managed to put together during the week, knowledgeable Gordon had to sadly dismantle at the weekend?).

Eighteen months and two engine rebuilds later (first 'expert' - not Chris - had replaced the pistons in the wrong order), Chris realized that he needed HELP of the expert, full -time, variety. Enter Dusty, who despite an ever full schedule has it on his list to get Chris on the road in good full running order. Good lad, that Dusty!

Meanwhile, Chris runs a 1933 Box AYO 891 which he reckons he does absolutely nothing to, not even puts petrol in, saying a would-be user wife has been caught out just once or twice! But it just runs and runs.

Finally, why did he get into Austin 7s? - because he though it would be great fun to own a car from the opposite end of the scale from a comparative giant of a Rolls-Royce!  Despite AYO's oft lack of petrol (tank regularly dipped with giant cowslip stalk, says Chris, in his own defence), causing young Biggin's to miss parties etc, THEY, the youngsters, all three, strictly forbid father to part with either of the Austins!

Quite right!

See you on the RNLI? or....? BB July 1993
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CHERBOURG PENINSULAR FIVE DAY TOUR 1993
Duty Free: Five bottles of wine fit safe and snug under the wee seat of a Ruby Austin Seven; so ...two front seats = 10 bottles in all! (You can tell I've been sitting THE Maths test, what?) On the back seat 120 bottles of beer, 15 bottles of wine and 10 of 'Cidre'. How's that for a vital Seven statistic? You'd like more? Then read on....

£95 return on the Poole - Cherbourg ferry. Insurance of the 'get you home' type for a car over 10 years old was a bit pricey at somewhere around £56 through the AA, though John and Marion picked up theirs for about £30 through the Civil Service Motoring Association. Cheapest thing for the grand old pensioners Biddy and Gordon was a new tow rope - fortunately not needed!

Bed and breakfast in superb old French farmhouses for around £15 for two people. Lunch: French bread, cheese, pate and a bottle of plonk or Cidre Bouche. Supper about £7 for a full 3 course meal in very comfortable restaurants.
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Petrol is on the expensive side, though a full tank plus an extra can meant buying a measly couple of expensive French gallons to cover a total mileage of 341 miles at an average of 41 MPG.

Area covered; within the Cherbourg peninsular except for Bayeux. Here, by the way, we found an interesting English Army Officer, ex Seven owner, who, when retired (shortly!), plans to lead tours to the famous Normandy beaches and relevant museums.

Clothes: a small bag per person was more than adequate to hold enough for five days.

The French: very curious and friendly. Motorists 'hoot' a greeting as opposed to the 'light flash' of the English. Enjoyment level on a scale of 1- 10; easily 11!

Have a go? Who, me?  Oui, certainment, pas des problems! C'est magnifique! Au Revoir, B.B. July 1993
BACK AXLE OIL LEAKS

Let's face it. Austin Sevens are incontinent! However, leakage can be kept to an acceptable level with some simple maintenance and modifications. The main problem areas for oil leaks are:

1. Leakage from the hub carrier seal into the brake unit.

2. Leakage from the top end of the torque tube.

3. Leakage from the axle casing.

To rectify leaks listed above, the following maintenance and modifications may be carried out. LEAKAGE FROM THE HUB CARRIER INTO THE BRAKE UNIT can be caused by the following: (a) Failure of the hub carrier felt seal. Change the seal or update to a modern or modified type.

(b) Failure of the differential carrier oil seals. These rarely give trouble so should only need changing when carrying out a complete axle rebuild.

(c) Blocked air vent. If this is blocked then the inside of the axle casing will become pressurised. The vent is situated at the top end of the torque tube or on the main axle casing.

LEAKAGE FROM THE TOP END OF THE TORQUE TUBE this normally presents little trouble because the leakage will be grease not oil. The grease is surplus when the spherical joint is lubricated. Just wipe away the excess before it drops onto your drive.

LEAKAGE FROM THE AXLE CASING This is a fairly common problem and can be particularly annoying if you have a concrete driveway. The main causes are:

(a) The torque tube may have been fitted upside down with oil leaking from the vent plug. This is not as daft as it sounds as the tube is quite easily fitted the wrong way up. The problem can be cured with the axle in situ. Remove all the set pins that secure the torque tube to the main casing, slacken off the spherical joint locking ring and turn the tube through 180' to correct its position with the vent plug at the top.

(b) If the leak occurs from the main axle casing and if the axle is original and has not been stripped before, you will find that all the securing set pins are fitted with tab washers. Whilst these are an efficient locking device, they do tend to allow the set pins to move a slight amount, particularly after many years use.

The resulting small movement is enough to cause a steady oil leak from the casing. To remedy this, remove all the set pins one by one and fit heavy duty spring washers. Be .careful to tighten up evenly and re-tighten afterwards. If the axle has been serviced with later type locking washers and still persists in leaking, then the gasket will need to be renewed. For early axles this is difficult to do with the axle in situ but can be done one side at a time. For later types, it is best done with the axle removed.

(c) Use the correct grade of oil. SAE 140 is, suitable but anything thinner will exaggerate any tendency to leak. Most important of all DO NOT OVERFILL. Typically an axle holds 7/s of a pint.

Adapted from an article by Eddie Loader, and taken from the Magazine of the Midlands Austin 7 Club
BREAMORE MOTORCADE JUNE 6th 1993

Even though we must have had the biggest Club stand of all time this year, we still stretched out to the horizon taking over adjacent (Triumph/Wilts & Dorset Bus Company) plots like some Killer Amoeba From Outer Space. By l0 am, in the usual, relaxed style of the Dorsets, 2 cars had actually turned up but by lunchtime we were 20 with more to come in the early afternoon. Unusually, an effort was made this year to provide something other than the shining examples of dreams-gone-by and each car displayed a "Price When New" ticket in the windscreen with many thanks to Jeff Bridge for his researches. A down-side to this was to increase the more usual "My dad had one of these" to "and we only paid £10 for it!" Perhaps we could start a Breamore Competition for the cheapest Price When New car on display? Another feature this year was the Club's cut-away engine which has been unearthed, de-cobwebbed and cobbled together in true Bodger style. Many thanks also to all those who helped by providing odd bits and pieces and especially to Jeff Bridge (is this a bid for Clubman of the Year?) who built and donated a perfect engine stand. Most of the public who looked at it were clearly having a wonderful time since there was a lot of laughter and merriment in the air. Someone even asked where the rest of it was. Perhaps it was Herbert's little joke after all! Lunchtime at Breamore is always a wonderful sight with families of grandparents, children and grandchildren; groups of members dallying over the odd glass of wine; Gay strutting her stuff; an ad hoc tennis match; Willy and Dusty under someone's bonnet; and strolling acquaintances from other parts of the show. To all those who made the effort - Thank you, and to those in Spain - Yah Boo Sucks!

Traditionally, there now follows a definitive list of Members Attending, their cars and Sisters and Cousins and Aunts -

Phil & Hiliary Whitter 27 Chummy OT 6068; Dusty & Jane Whibley 31 SWB Box KX 6557; Jeff, Marilyn & Lisa Bridge 31 SWB Box WP 220; John & Gay Weaver 32 LWB Box FK 5382; Terry Jefferies 33 Austin 7 10/4 AKM 979; Fred & Jackie Bailey 33 LWB Box OW 2751; Ben & Marion Trimby with Gina,Mark,Shari, Mia, Cheryl,Adrian, Nanny Joyce,Christopher,Leah and Adam 33 LWB Box YD 8341; Bill & Norma Quayle 34 Nippy BUT 142; Willy, Anne & Andrew McKenzie 34 LWB Box BPD 827; Scott Whibley & Gaynor 34 Ulster type, Special GSK 253; Alan & Margaret Seamore 34 LWB Box TG 8199; David Tanner 35 0pal JT 3433; Biddy Brown 35 0pal RV 7609; Gary, Sally,Luke & Scott Capon 36 MkI Ruby (open hinge) JT 6292; Bob (It took me 3 hrs to get here) Stanley 36 Rally-prepared Special USV 421; Don Rope 37 Special DXE 306; Martin Pilley & Colia 37 Austin 7 "Morris" Tourer EGY 328; Gordon Brown 37 Pearl Cabriolet SH 5475; Gordon & Lena Pope 38 Mk.II late Ruby (congealed hinge) FAU 742; Roger & Chris Nunn 52 Austin 7 "Regent" Van MEL 625; plus the unusual Austin 7 Honda open tourer and the EEC export model Austin 7 Citroen.

Also in attendance were Bernie the Books with Jackie and Enticem 'n Trapem (Purveyors of Quality Goods to the Gentry) with a Chinese Coolie helper. The organisers ran out of plaques and, hopefully, we will be able to give them out at next Club night.

David Whetton
CLUB NOTICE BOARD

Holiday Accommodation in Normandy. Briquebec, 20 mins from Cherbourg. The house sleeps 6/8 + and has a large garden. Available June - July - Sep at £100 -£125 per week. Interested? Note corrected phone number POOLE 677755

FOR SALE

Austin 7 Special Project needs little work to finish. 1931 - 32 chassis and engine, new 3.50 x 19 tyres, body on, Vee screen. No VS form. £1600 contact Mike White, Lymington (0590) 677671

Set of Military
Five wheels, 4 with special bobbins, ideal for military tourer or for a wheels special builder. Size is 4.00 x 17, spoke size 10 gauge. Offers to the Editor, tel 0722 327215.

Austin 7 Special USU 163 - built by Roger Nunn, new MOT and tax. Full waterproof covering, very quick, hydraulic brakes. Any reasonable offer considered. Tony Rose 0425 73555

PICTURE PUZZLES

As you know, Tony Day won the first puzzle (please see me on Club Night for your prize, Tony) but no-one has yet worked out the answer to last month's. I will keep entries open for another month, for the slower viewers - this is your last chance to win a bottle of Chateau Shepherd wine!

RALLY NOTES

A FEW POINTS PICKED UP AT VARIOUS EVENTS IN THE PAST MONTH

Michael Sedgewick - No prizes for Dorsets, despite some good period dress and highly polished Sevens!

Spye Park - Prize winners included a 1st for Dusty with his newly completed (and very smart) Ulster: Phil too got a 1st for his Chummy, and Pat for the Van, likewise Richard Cressy for his car (the special?) and Andy Watts. Scott collected a 2nd while the Trimleys and the Bridge family came away with 3rds. Well done Dorsets! There was no news of success in the Driving Tests

Beaulieu - Dusty got a Highly Commended for the Ulster but I did not see any other Dorset winners. The turnout from the Club was quite good: I saw the Cowleys, Whitters, Mackenzies, Whibbleys, Scott and Gaynor, the Family Bridge, the Tophams, Biddy and Gordon Brown and many friends from other clubs. The high point was a long discussion with Martin Eyre about the Dutch Clog from South Africa. The Autojumble was the best for several years, possibly as a result of the changes in layout and approach instituted last year.

I am not a great fan of static rallies, been to too many over the years: I like to sit with friends, near my car so this layout in chassis order is not convenient. Unless the field is very large, cars tend to be too close together. This is not a problem at Breamore, which I enjoy because the Club is all together, and there is usually quite a lot of non-Austin stuff to see. Although Beaulieu has improved recently, it is still very expensive. Our own rally is less than half the cost, as is Spye park: both also have much more atmosphere.
CLUB EVENTS

JULY

Thursday 15 July 
Club Night. As we have had such an exciting time recently, this will be a Noggin and Natter, a chance to see what everyone has been/is about to get up to! See you all at the Elm Tree. Spares should be available, too!

Saturday 17 July 
Scout Fete. Meet at 2.30 pm at the Caird Avenue Scout HQ off Lymington Road, New Milton to support Pat Llewellyn and the Scouts who have generously assisted us in many ways over the years. Afterwards, you can move onto the next event....

Saturday 17 July 
Summer Barbecue. Meet at 7:30pm at the picnic site at Wilverley. See last month's newsletter for details and page 2 for a map of how to get there. Please let Merv know if you are attending. Price is £2 per person.

Sunday 18 July
Club Run. This continues the nautical theme! Meet at 10.30 am in the Cattle Market Car Park, Ringwood, for a boat trip to Hurst Castle. Bring a picnic tea.

Thursday 22 July 
Committee Meeting. Meet as usual at 8.30 pm at the Tyrell's Ford.

AUGUST
Thursday  5 August 
9 till Late. Meet at the Chequers, Lower Remmington, Nr Lymington. If these directions are too obscure, ring any committee member (except me!).

Sunday 15 August 
Club Run. Note the change of date. This is the only reminder you will have for this Picnic Run to Warbarrow Bay. Meet at Wimborne, Safeways Car Park for a 10.30 am start.

Thursday 19 August 
Club Night. After a quiet month, we'll have a short run out, no more than 1/2 an hour and back by 9 pm or you'll miss the spares!.

Thursday 26 August 
Committee Meeting. Same time, same place as last month!
OTHER EVENTS
Saturday 31 July 
Butterboy Bonanza at Okeford Fitzpaine Recreation Field from 2:30 pm. Free beer or light refreshment tickets for those attending in Austin Sevens. Report to Merv when you arrive. Leave Blandford on the Sherborne Road (A350 then A357). About 1 1/2 miles from Shillingstone turn left at Crossroads, venue is about 1 mile on the left.

7 - 8 August

Yeovil Cavalcade. Bernard has details of this very popular event but you will need to see him very soon if you want to enter.

Sunday 22 August 
All Austin Rally, Gaydon. This is a new venture, run by the 750 MC. Gaydon is the £8 Million museum built by Rover (remember them, they killed the Austin name) to house their car collections and libraries. Details of the event are available from Mike Peck, tel 0959 575812.

