[image: image1.png] 

[image: image2.png] 

EDITORIAL
JULY 1989

I suppose the highlight of all the shows and rallies that crowd in at this time of year is the Spye Park Rally. Glyn has mentioned it and Paul's excellent report is within, so I'll say no more, but hope to include some photographs.

It will be interesting this month to sample our new venue for Club Meetings. If you can't make the run from the Elm Tree on Club Night the map in the May Newsletter should help you find your way.

Have you seen the July 'Practical Classics'? Kim Henson has written an excellent feature on sidevalve engines which is well worth reading. Our Club is mentioned and praised for a number of things and there's a photograph of Club Member Nick Place. Nice for us to have a pat on the back in a national magazine. Thanks Kim.

Let's hope this wonderful summer weather continues for all the forthcoming events. There's a lot on. We hope to see you at some, if not all, with your radiator well topped up.

John

SECRETARIAL

Hi Gang. The super weather is still with us. As I write this the sun is streaming in the window, and I'm itching to jump into the Tickford and set off for the June Committee meeting.

Spye Park Rally was, as usual, a superb weekend away for many 'Dorsets' some of whom camped and a growing number who bed and breakfasted. Saturday found many of us at the local school fete where one or two people had their faces painted as clowns! The even​ing barn dance ( can't spell ceilidh) was a huge success. The Dorset Austin Morris Men put in an appearance ably supported by their sumptuous (???) cheerleaders. I will say no more of this as I'm sure someone has written to our Ed. with a full report.

(Not too full I hope!!)

The June Club Night was extremely well supported. A long convoy of cars left the Elm Tree for a short run through the lanes to the Royal Oak at Gorley where a pleasant evening was spent chin-wagging in the beer garden. Unfortunately I understand that a couple of new members were sent to the Dudsbury by mistake. This is this month's and future Club Nights venue. We apologise to those members for the error.

It is hoped to get this Newsletter out about two weeks early in order that you can let Gary know about numbers for our Annual Barbecue at Studland. It is very important that you return the form straight away as we need to order the food. So do it NOW.

See you Club Night.

Glyn

AUGUST NEWSLETTER .. Your contributions welcome by 27th July.

THIS MONTH'S COVER PICTURE was taken at the DA7C driving teats at Blandford Camp on 28th May.

SPYE PARK 1989

I can't remember when we first went to Spye Park. It's certainly a few years ago, for I can recall staying one year at a pub in Chippenham on the Saturday night and what an enormous difference it made to the whole weekend as indeed it did this year when we stayed at "Daisybrook" in nearby Lacock. In many ways the Saturday is more enjoyable than the Sunday - that must be true of this year! Perfect weather, perfect surround​ings, perfect hostelries and the Dorsets in one of their more sublime moods. It all added up to magic. I think the mood was set in the Red Lion (the only 18th Century brick building in the village by the way - not that we were in any fit state to notice). Suffice to say we ate and took of cup well. The heat was intense in the afternoon and wandering through the village we happened upon the local school where a fete was in progress - you know the kind of thing; home-made jam and cakes, cups of tea and the odd stall of bric a brac, but in one corner of the playground something rather different. A couple of the mums had set themselves up as make-up artists; clowns masks, pussycats and that kind of thing. Yes, you've guessed it, the tempta​tion was just too great and four of our worthy band submitted to the treatment. I can't wait to see the photos! Encouraged, perhaps by the maypole dancing our merry bank wandered on, now in true festive mood with lentil-filled balloons arid other exotic paraphernalia until we came across what till then had been a tranquil and peaceful ford with ancient rustic bridge, overhanging trees and nothing to be heard but the quiet murmuring of the stream. All was to change. Some bright spark thought it would be fun to drive through the ford and be photographed. No sooner said than done. Only suddenly we have not one but three or four cars in the river. Separately. Together. Forwards. Backwards. It had to he seen to be believed. It's the stuff history is made of. However, while all this was going on, in the village church a very posh wedding was taking place complete with military guard of honour and all that kind of thing. Of course, our happy band didn't want to miss this fun either but Sally (the ferocious Whitter Rottweiler) decided to wander into the church which meant there was nothing else for it but for Hilary, complete with painted face, to go in after her. The wedding will not he forgotten. After tea (for some of us) at the Red Lion, we prepared ourselves for the evening, which in our case meant collapsing on the bed for forty winks. The evening was another huge success in large part due to the now infamous Dorset-Austin-Morris-Dancing?-Team. (Poor Morris must have turned in his grave). But by Goodness those midges don't half pack a bite. Come Sunday - another perfect day - we got down to the serious business of what Spye Park is all about. Austin Sevens by the dozen and all the talk of Austin Sevens plus all the goodies of the jumble stalls. As is by now almost expected the Dorsets did rather well. Bernard, John Page and Richard Cressey got Firsts,. Brian in his Chummy got a second and Glyn and Gary both got thirds.

About 4 o'clock Emma and I made tracks for home - the traffic going the other way was really something to behold, on the spur road the queue was back as far as Hurn Airport waiting to get round Ringwood roundabout - but for us a good journey after what had been a very, very happy weekend. Grateful thanks to all for the terrific company, the wonderful memories and the Bristols who got the show on the road. 

PS Emma is now definitely into Chummy motoring, at least whilst the hot spell lasts.
Paul
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A WARM WELCOME to the following new Club Members who have joined since the end of May:

D. Stringer, J. Tame and J. Osmond
REGARDING OUR NEW VENUE at The Dudsbury - we shall have our own private room upstairs with its own bar. Sounds promising!

WHAT WON A 'FIRST' at a recent school fête? Mike Topham's Cabriolet. We won't mention the engine, Mike. Well done.

WE HEAR FROM the ever-energetic, ever-keen Phil that he has recently spent

'a large amount' on spares. If you need something large or small try contacting Phil.
SORRY TO HEAR that some Members have had various mechanical problems. Could the dreaded unleaded be to blame? Perhaps it's because our cars are well used and not kept as museum pieces.

ESSO'S OPINION on the Unleaded/4Star dilemma has been received. In response to Kim's enquiry he was informed that "In general only pre 1930 engines should use unleaded petrol. Thereafter there's a danger of burning the valve seats. Today's 4 star petrol should give no problems as it contains much less lead than formerly".

Paul has also received a letter from Esso in which 4 star has been recommended for his Chummy. However, the controversy continues as some Members still swear by Unleaded.
Petrol Again.

From the 1932 A7 Handbook:- (When 'ordinary' petrol was unleaded!)

"Leaded" Fuels.

The advent of "leaded" fuels (petrols containing a small pro​portion of tetraethyl lead) on the British market has led to a number of queries concerning their use and effect in engines.

Provided that the same reasonable attention is given to valves and adjustments as with ordinary petrols there will be no trouble when using these fuels.

The appearance of the valves when running on "leaded" fuel, differs from that associated with ordinary petrol, but this is a well recognized fact to which no significance should be attached.

The deposit from such fuels can be removed by "scrubbing" the valves and their seats with a stiff wire brush, of the type used for cleaning files (a file card), after which the valves can then be "ground in" in the normal manner.

We would recommend this method of cleaning for all valves whether they have operated with "leaded" or ordinary fuels as it eliminates the possibility of leaving small amounts of deposit on the valve seats which tend to cause damage, or prolong the "grinding in" process.

PINKING. The sharp metallic knocking known as pinking which sometimes occurs in an engine may be caused by over-heating, excessive carbon deposit, too high com​pression, or by driving with the ignition too far advanced. When the compressed mixture in the cylinder is ignited so early that the high explosion pressure is attained before the dead centre is reached, the piston on reaching the upper end of its stroke leaves one side of the cylinder wall and strikes the opposite side with a blow, the aide thrust being due to the pressure on the crown of the piston, which is then being reversed.

If on retarding the ignition pinking still persists, then incandescent carbon deposit in the cylinder will most probably be the cause of pre-ignition. Pinking, unless of the mildest character, is accompanied by a falling-off of the power developed and, if due to carbon deposit is accompanied by coarse and noisy running.

OCTANE NUMBER. One of the most im​portant qualities in a motor car fuel is the octane number, which is the measure of its anti-knock rating. When the compression ratio of a petrol engine is raised, the power is increased and the economy of the engine, as Ricardo has shown, is improved. Conse​quently a high compression ratio is an ad​vantage from all points of view. But it brings with it a number of difficulties, the most important of which is the detonation of the charge and the consequent knocking and over-heating of the engine.

Detonation can be prevented by the use of a suitable fuel, and there are various fuels on the market which will take a high com​pression ratio without the engine knocking at all. These are fuels with a high octane number. The octane number of a fuel is determined by comparing the behaviour of the fuel in a special engine with that of the standard iso-octane fuel, which has high anti-knock qualities. The result of this practical comparison is then expressed as a proportion of the 100 which represents the iso-octane fuel.

In this way a fuel which gives the same anti-knock rating as the test fuel is rated at the octane number 100, and other fuels are progressively rated at lower octane numbers down the scale. An ordinary straight-run petrol may have a satisfactory octane number for all ordinary touring cars, but it may be below the rating needed for a high compression sports engine. Among the methods used for obtaining a high octane number are the " cracking of the fuel, which is a process of high temperature, high pressure distillation known to produce a motor spirit of an exceptionally high anti-knock rating, the admixture of benzole, and the use of a '` dope " such as tetra-ethyl lead.

Mr. W. A. Whatmough has given the following figures for typical motor fuels:​

Octane Number.

National benzole mixture . . 70 Dominion benzole mixture . . 70 B.P. " Plus " petrol . .
. . 72  Shell petrol . . 70 Power petrol (Commercial) . . 75 Power " Premier " petrol . . 76 Pratt's " High Teat " petrol .. 70; Pratt's " Ethyl " petrol
. . 77
,

For special purposes, such as racing, of much higher octane numbers are used : 80, 90 and even 100 being employed.

It must be understood, however, that nothing is gained by using a fuel with a high octane rating unless the engine is suited to it. Thus a low compression engine gains nothing by being run on a fuel of 77 octane number. It will do equally well on a fuel with an octane number of perhaps 65. On the other hand, a high compression engine which will not run without knocking on a fuel of 65 octane will run sweetly on 77. Supercharged engines have their scope greatly increased by the use of fuels of high octane number.

From 'The History of the Car'

Thanks to Phil who dug out these three historic petrol items.

[image: image4.png]

CHARTON HORETHORNE FEAST DAY - 24th June 1989.


Instead of the usual Saturday morning chores - mowing lawns, hacking our way through the undergrowth at the bottom of the garden with a machete, or grooming Victoria - there we were heading for the Horns Inn at Parley Cross, to meet John and Gay for our trip to Charlton Horethorne.

Following an inspection of our thirties gear (especially John in his new, natty striped blazer), we set off for Milborne Port. Quite uneventful, apart from 'yours truly' picking the scenic route for the last few miles.

I wonder if Victoria and Frilly Knickers liked pushing their way through the sheeps parsley in the narrow lanes? Arriving at the Queen's Head we had a nice leisurely lunch, and let the Austins cool off.

The organizers of the Feast Day must have an arrangement with the weather men; the mixture was the same as last year, hot and sunny, tempered with a nice breeze. Most people I suspect are getting a trifle bored with all this good weather, and are secretly hoping for a monsoon, so that they can have a good grumble.

The Feast Day should have been declared open by Joanna Lumley, but due to a slight hitch, members of a local Radio station, The Somerset Sound, stepped in and ably performed the ceremony.

After visiting the car boot sale, and various bric-a-brac and plant stalls, we unanimously decided that 1989 casual clothes are a lot cooler than those of the thirties. Nonchalantly strolling back to the 7's, and under the guise of pouring coffee from our flasks; with much scuffling and cries of anguish as

,flesh got caught in zips, we all emerged in more comfortable attire.

Feeling refreshed, we sampled some of the other attractions - The flower festival in the church - and a display of ancient teddy bears and dolls in the school.

The only thing that marred our day, was the arrival of Merv and Fran

who had had an unfortunate encounter with an elderly, titled lady. She had driven her car straight at them, and scraped an ugly great scar and dent all along the door of their A.7. - Fortunately they were not hurt. I have heard of people rubbing shoulders with the aristocracy but this was too much, and we all felt quite sick for them.

Biddy and Gordon were there displaying their two 7's, and of course Margaret and Richard Cressey who must have worked very hard to make it a success.

We had a thoroughly nice day, and really enjoyed the music played by 'The Tone Valley Jazz Men'. Many thanks to Margaret and Richard for inviting us.

Lena
(who also typed it)

VIC STEEL continues to amaze us. Last Club Night our 70+ veteran modestly produced his latest trophies won in West Germany and Belgium. Sometimes he's in his Opal and sometimes on his vintage motorcycle. Your Editor has since encountered him in his lead-free-filled Opal on his way to Dover again for another visit to Belgium. He told me he thought he's just buy a weekend ticket and pop over. If this is what Sevening can do for you let's make the most of it. Congrats to Vic - always a cheerful chap to have around.

E V E N T S

JULY
Sunday 2nd July - NATIONAL AUSTIN SEVEN RALLY, Beaulieu.

Thursday 6th July -'8 to Late' at The Old Thatch, Uddens Cross on the Ferndown to Wimborne road. (For those who want to meet for a natter.)

Saturday 15th July - Evening Run to the Scott Arms, Kingston.

Meet at The Viewpoint, Constitution Hill, Poole at 7.30 pm.

Thursday 20th July - Club Night. Meet at the Elm Tree as usual

for a drive out to our new venue at The Dudsbury. 8 pm.

Saturday 22nd July - Club Barbecue, Studland Beach. 7 pm prompt.
FOOD SERVED AT 7.30 pm.

Sunday 23rd July - East Somerset Railway Vintage Vehicle Rally. Anyone interested in an extra run to this let Bernard know on Club Night. He has entry forms.

Thursday 27th July - Committee Meeting at the Tyrrells Ford 8.30 pm.

Sunday 30th July - Club Run to the Hampshire Farming Museum , nr. Bursledon. Meet at the Furlong Car Park, Ringwood at 10 for 10.15 am or at the Asda Car Park Totton at 10.45 am.

You may like to be reminded that the Lymington Vintage Show is on 8th/9th July at Buckland Manor Farm, Sway Road, Lymington.

AUGUST Thursday 3rd August -'8 to Late' at The Globe, Highcliffe. (For those who want to meet for a natter.) .

Saturday 12th August - Evening Run to The Drovers, Wimborne St Giles,. Meet at Wimborne Square at 7.30 pm

Thursday 17th August - Club Night - An informal Club Concourse at The Dudsbury car park 8.00 pm

Sunday 20th August - Club Run to Witsbury, nr. Rockbourne.

Meet at Ringwood Furlong car park at 10.45 for 11.00 am.

WIDER EVENTS - See recent Newsletters.

WANTED An open A7 requiring some work.

Anything considered. Gary Munn

Poole 683848
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ANNUAL BARBECUE

SATURDAY 22ND JULY - 7 PM

Well here we are again, back at the old favourite - Studland Beach Site.
Big We've organised the weather but should our application get lost in the post, at my house as usual! Your sterling team have organised the catering and even a free glass of wine. All you have to bring are your bathers and alcohol plus your glass. Time is very short so put this application in the post today! £2:.50 for adults -£2 for children including a donation to the National Trust, I'm sure you'll agree is excellent value!

Please return immediately to Gary Munn, 12 Shaftesbury Road, Poole, BH15 2LT

Please reserve me 
adult places @ £2.50

 
children's places Q £2 for the Annual Barbecue on 22nd July.

I enclose cheque £
payable to The Dorset Austin Seven Club.

Name 


Address 


Telephone 
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