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EDITORIAL                                                                                                                     JULY 1987
Ever since that memorable Club Run, when your Editor drove part of the way with his handbrake on, he has been particularly conscious of his brakes. The drivers of at least two cars behind mistook the scent of burning brake shoes for trouble in their own electrics as we sped along. They happily realised that they were in the clear when a spectacular trail of smoke issued forth from my nearside rear hub whereupon, risking all, Rob overtook and waved me down.
All this was much to the disgust of some veteran 'Dorsets' and a useful experience for me. After a few weeks depending on the rivets I turned, as some of us do, to Munwellyns. Although not trying to put them out of business, I have included this month the first of two articles concerned with the maintenance and repair of the A7 braking system. If your system is original, this info. might prove useful. Believe it or not, it appeared in 'The Austin Magazine' more than fifty years ago, when autojumbles were unknown and long before the stork had even been informed about Gary or Glyn.
Once again those who attended the Club Barbecue at Studland enjoyed a very pleasant and amusing evening. The food was in abundance, the charcoal and the chef glowing brightly and the weather reasonable. Once again, it was the preparation that counted. Many thanks to those who laid it all on. The 'dip in the briny' seems to have become a tradition. Glyn and Mike could not resist going in. The former was attired in swimming shorts and engineer's cap whilst the latter was clad only in bravado, as last year. Photographs taken in the dusk do not reproduce too well, but the evidence is within. Have you the lucky Newsletter?  Using the edge of a coin  …
Thanks very much to those who have let me have something for the Newsletter this month. As a result, we have more variety and a formidable competition. More is needed for next month and the month after so keep it coming in
John Weaver.
+++++
AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
Please let me have that article/photograph that you mean to let me have — by 5th August.
+++++
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SECRETARIAL  Hi Gang
As I reported in the Secretarial last month, thanks to Keith Marriner and Andrew Lowe (Marrilowe Enterprises?) it looks certain that we shall have our club badge cast in aluminium after all. Keith has made the 'Austin Seven' script part of the mould and Andrew is casting the badges using melted down A7 crankcases. So, if you have any broken or damaged aluminium A7 parts that you don't want, please let me have them and I will see that Andrew gets them. I may possibly have a sample of the badge by next Club Night.
Last Club Night proved to be a rather damp evening, more like November than June, but I understand that a few brave members managed to follow Bernie over to Damerham in the wilds of woolly Wiltshire (or is it still just in Hampshire?) where I understand a pleasant evening was had by all.  Sorry Pat and I couldn't make it.
Spye Park was our next event and unfortunately John Stone informed us that he could not, after all, organise the usual Saturday run as he had to work. So most of the 'Dorsets' decided to travel up on the Saturday morning and camp for just the one night. Bernard and Jackie organised a run to a pub for lunch on Saturday and we all attended the Barn Dance in the evening. The Rally itself started the following morning and as usual it started to rain just in time for the prizegiving. It was, however, as usual, a very pleasant weekend, where we were made most welcome by the Bristol Club.
Plans for our '50s and 60s Evening' are nearly complete and the date set. Gary has had considerable difficulties in tying up the room, the entertainer and finding a date that did not clash with too much else, so please do support what promises to be a .terrific evening.  See more details in this Newsletter.
The following Wednesday evening saw many 'Dorsets' at the evening Rally of the H.C.V.C. at Little Gore Farm. This is really just the H.C.V.C.s June Club Night, but over the years it has expanded to a quite sizeable evening 'do' with a jazz band and even some steam exhibits.
By the time that you get this Newsletter, Beaulieu Rally will have come and gone and many of you will have an extra 'pot' on the mantleshelf, and some will be talking of the bargains obtained at the Autojumble.
Well, that's all from me this month; see you Club Night.
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[image: ]FOR SALE 
AUSTIN SEVEN SPECIAL. 1935 Ruby chassis fitted with new open, aluminium, 4-seater body, with hood and tonneau cover. Taxed and with MoT Certificate. Interesting registration - AAA339.  £2,750. Ring Mike Wragg on B'm'th 529896 or 531464.
FOR SALE 
1936 A7 Rolling Chassis complete (less body) Eng. G/Box Axles, wheels, tyres, steering Box, red. and grill. Chassis cleaned and painted. D.V.L.C. registered ESU 718.  £350 ono. Enquiries to Highcliffe 3984



CHARLTON HORETHORNE FEAST DAY
Those of us who accepted Richard and Margaret Cressey's invitation to take our cars for display in the village found it a delightful experience. The village centre is virtually unspoilt and has that 'timeless charm'. There were the church, the manor farm, the pub, the school, and the green all as we imagine to be typical of an English village - and well cared for too.
It was a pleasure to wander round and be associated in a very small way with such enthusiasm and local pride. Here is one admiring 'towny' who was very sorry not to be able to stay for the Barn Dance in the evening, or long enough to discover exactly how many balloons it had been possible to stuff into Richard and Margaret's Box. However, we stayed long enough to have an interesting and enjoyable day.
Thanks to Merv and Fran for the hospitality at Broad Oak on our return journey - also much appreciated.
+++++++++++++++++
A SEVEN MILE FOREST WALK   was undertaken by Brian and Jill with Chris and Linda Smith and their Leukemia Research Support Group. Children Rachel and Rebecca were with them.
GLAD TO MEET....Peter Adams at Damerham and hear about his Pearl Cabriolet. Restoration is just about complete.
A NASTY VICIOUS STREAK....is coming out in two certain club members. They are learning to play croquet
WE WERE NOT UNREPRESENTED on the Bristol to Weymouth Run. Merv and Fran were there in their Ruby. Any other 'Dorsets'?
A GOOD LINE UP....of 'Dorsets' at Braemore. As well as the usual 'runners' we were glad to be joined by Jeff Bridge in his Box and Dave Tanner with his pretty Opal, together with their wives and a young lady Bridge.
FOR THE FOURTH TIME....Bernard won the Rose Bowl at Spye Park for the Chummy.
AND A SURPRISE....for John and Gay at Braemore where we won a cup for our turn out in period costume.
[image: ]HAVEN'T SEEN....Vic Steele recently, but according to the 'Evening Echo' he was off to compete in the Isle of Wight with his Opal. Small beer this for a man who also competes as far away as Eastern Europe - but glad to know that he hasn't ended up in a salt mine.
[image: ]COMPETITIONS
EVENTS
JULY
Saturday 11th July. 	Evening Run to the Drovers Inn north of Wimborne. Meet at Wimborne Square to leave at 7.30 pm.
Thursday 16th July. 	Club Night. Meet at the Elm Tree at 8.00 pm for a run to The Filly Inn, Brockenhurst area.
Thursday 23rd July. 	Committee meeting at the Tyrrells Ford at 8.30pm. 
AUGUST 
Saturday 1st August. 2.20 pm 	Members are invited to bring their cars to the Salvation Army Fete at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Nicholson. Club cars will be displayed with the magnificent Nicholson Collection. Please do your utmost to support this event. Phil's map will get you there.
Saturday 15th August. 	'50s AND 60s EVENING' Details within. (Evening run transferred to 29th)
Thursday 20th August. 	Club Night. Meet at the Elm Tree et 8.00 pm for a run to the Royal Oak, N. Gorley.
Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd August. 	Purbeck Rally and Autojumble.
Thursday 27th August. 	Committee meeting at the Tyrrells Ford at 8.30pm.
Saturday 29th August. 	Evening Run to Corfe Castle. Meet at Wimborne Square at 7.30 pm.
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 2nd September. 	Visit to Hall & Woodhouse Brewery (see June Newsletter)
Sunday 20th September. 	Visit to the Barnes family at Shaftesbury (details next month)
OCTOBER 
Saturday 24th October. 	Charity Party/Disco in aid of Leukemia Appeal. 8 pm – 1 am Avon Country Club.
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Following on from last month's preliminary notice, we have managed, after some difficulty, to arrange our 'do' for Saturday evening 15th August at 8pm in the River Room, Avon Country Club 262 Christchurch Road, Ringwood - where we held the Barn Dance. Mr. Chris Redwood will be playing and singing to get us jiving to all those old Rock & Roll numbers. Anybody who hasn't heard his talented performance should definitely do so'.
There will be a free Ploughman’s Supper laid on and, of course, extended bar time has been arranged. Fancy dress is optional but, judging by the turn out for the Barn Dance, we hope many of you will enter into the spirit. What were you wearing in the era? We'll look forward to seeing on the night. You might even win a prize!!
Friends are most welcome, the more the merrier, but unfortunately those not old enough to drink cannot be allowed in.  We really would like to see maximum support end promise that you won't regret it! Please return form by 1st August at the latest to: Gary Munn, 12 Shaftesbury Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 2LT.
Remember folks this is your one end only chance to book your place.
NAME:
ADDRESS:
 PHONE:
Please reserve me   places for our 50's & 60's Evening on Saturday 15th August, 8 pm at £3.50 each.. I enclose cheque for ……………………………………. (payable to Dorset A? Club)
image6.png
FTEEX T TTT TR R

Do not rotate the page if you are of a mervoue
disposition - and put that coin away |{

"I don't know why you won't
come in',




image7.png
6
COMPETITIONS 1}

Competition No. 1

No knowledge is necessarily
required for our first competitionm
- just come up with a witty caption
for the accompanying motoring
cartoon.

Written entries to the Editor by
5th August. Amything you can write
on will be acceptable.

Competition No. 2

Brian T. has come up with an interesting page of drawings of
early radiators. Here are ten of them for keen types/researchers to
identify. Still enter even if you can't identify every ome. Complete
the slip and give or send it to the Editor. The winner's name will be
published next month, with ten more for you to puzzle over. Good luck }
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RECOGNISING RADIATORS = DA7C NEWSLETTER - JULY 1987

My entry is :-

e B B e e oo o e e
Seeeececssccccsss BeccocsncosscsselocescsccsessscaBocecccccccncene
Deceecasvcccscess 10cceccoccacascan

NAME :ccecececcccocccccccccccsccccsscccccsne

To reach the Newsletter Editor by Sth August 1987.
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The motor for the Million
built in the largest and most up-to-date Motor Works
in the British Empire

Member of the A7 Clubs Assoclation
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Fifteen Austin Sevens purchased by Allied
Newspapers Ltd. for distributing the
Manchester *‘Daily Dispatch.*’
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AUSTIN SEVEN
Braking Efficiency

! 1
| Brake Adjustments and Other Attentions that will !
i ensure Adequate Retardation and Silent Operation !

VERY braking system, however well

designed, periodically requires attention if

it is to maintain its efficiency, and the
braking system on the Austin Seven, although of
very simple design, being no exception to this
rule, in due course calls for certain adjustments.

These adjustments become necessary when
wear in the friction linings or stretch in the
brake linkage results in excessive free movement of
the controls before the brakes begin to operate.

On the Seven, when the brakes are properly
adjusted, the free movement before the brake
shoes engage the drums should be about one
inch at the pedal, and one and a half inches ac
the top of the hand-brake lever (i.e., one notch
on its quadrant). This ensures that the shoes are
clear of the drums when released, while giving
prompt and complete application of the brakes
when running and sufhicient grip when the car
is parked to hold it on any normal gradient.

When these conditions are satisfied, the Seven
should be able to stop in 36 feet or less from
30 m.p.h., without skidding or pulling to either
side, on the foot brake being positively applied
when travelling on a level road with a good
braking surface.

Failure to stop in this distance can be taken as
an indication that the brakes will benefic from
attention, their application being either late, in-
complete or unbalanced, due to the need for
adjustment, or some other rectification.

Adjusting the Seven brakes is quite a simple
operation. The main adjustment is that which
shortens the rod connecting the brake-pedal lever
with the cross-shaft. The wing-nut provided for
this purpose is reached on present models through
a small trap in the floor, just in front of the
driving seat, and holding on the hand-brake lever
while this adjustment is etfected the wing nut
will be easier to turn. If, despite this provision,
it proves stubborn, due to the presence of rust

or mud on the adjustment thread, the lacter
should be cleaned and penetrating oil applied.

The wing nut must be turned clockwise to
take up the free movement until, as already men-
tioned, only the requisite one inch freedom of
the pedal is allowed, to check which, the hand-
brake must be released. With this main adjust-
ment made, that for the hand-brake can receive
attention. Here again the free movement is taken
up by a wing nut, in this instance by advancing
the cross-shaft lever against which the hand-brake
lever operates. This adjustment can only be
reached from under the car and if stiff, as it may
well be if covered with mud, will require the
cleaning and lubricating treatment as suggested
for the foot control.

This brings us to another brake requirement,
namely, easy movement of the linkage. Lubrica-
tion does not enter very largely into this matter,
as the rear-brake cam levers and the cross-tube
are carried in oil-less zinc bushes which are
permanently self-lubricating, and the front-brake
cam levers are lubricated from the swivel axle
greaser. But occasional application of a penetra-
ting oil to these points will do no harm as it has
a cleansing action. Indeed, the presence of mud
at important points in the system may interfere
with the brakes, either in their application or
their release, and so it is important that mud
deposits should be periodically removed from
around the small cam operating levers on each
brake, the cross-tube bearings, and the compen-
sating sector under the hand-brake lever upon
which the balance of the front brakes relies.

This question of balance is the next considera-
tion to engage our attention. As mentioned in our
reference to brake performance, any tendency for
the car to pull to one side when the brakes are
suddenly applied indicates either variation of the
frictional efficiency of the shoes in the drums or,

Austin Seven Braking Efficiency—contd.

what is more likely, maladjustment of the linkage.
Incidentally, balance may be affected, where the
{ront brakes are concerned, by mud preventing
the free adjustment of the compensating sector.

This can be easily rectified by cleaning this unit
and ailing its pivot.

While there is no positive adjustment for
front brake balance, there is an adjustment for
each of the rear brakes. This is provided in the
form of a screwed end to each brake rope where
it enters the fork attached to each cross-tube
lever. On removing the split-pin that secures the
fork pin, the latter can be withdrawn to release
the fork from the lever so that it can be screwed
further on or off the rope end to even up the
braking. The rope end is provided with a small
flat so that it can be held by a spanner for this
purpose and it is, of course, important not to
twist the brake rope, which would subsequently
unwind and upset the adjustment again on being
refitted.

If, for instance, the car tends to pull to the
near-side, or the near-side wheel locks and skids
before the others, it can be assumed that the
near-side brake is engaging earlier than, or more
effectively than the off-side. Unscrewing the
near-side fork, or screwing up the off-side fork
will render the braking even. This adjustment
should be made half-a-turn of the fork ac a time
until the desired response results, and subse-
quently the fork(s) must be quite positively
secured by the pin and split pin.

It is usually better to screw up the fork for the
*lazy”’ brake ; rather than to relax that for the
fierce brake. The reason for this lies in the fact
that this adjustment must be considered in relation
to the front brakes which, when the car is first
assembled, are adjusted to come into operation
slightly later than those at the rear. This variation
is necessary because in stopping, the momentum
of the car transfers much of the load from the
rear wheels to the front wheels. When a car in
which each axle carries an equal load is stopped
in 30 feet from 30 m.p.h., this transfer of weight
amounts to as much as 50%, i.e., the rear axle
has only 25%, of the weight of the car while the
front axle carries 75%,. This decreases road
adhesion at the rear and increases it at the front.
The difference in the braking application counter-
acts this effect to give even braking response at
both front and rear.

As already mentioned, even braking also de-
pends on the condition of the linings on each
pair of shoes. Sometimes oil on the linings,

glazing or uneven wear, will reduce the efficiency
of one brake as compared with the ochers.
Brake squeak and grab are two other tendencies
for which the condition of the linings may be
held responsible.

On the Seven the brake linings can be reached
quite readily. It is only necessary to jack-up and
remove the wheel and the brake-drum can then
be dismounted on undoing its three securing
screws. While it is desirable to have the hand-
brake engaged whilst jacking up, it must, of
course, be released before the drum can be
removed. Therefore, see that one of the wheels
of the car is adequately scotched so that there is
no chance of the car being pushed off the jack.

Squeak is caused by the presence of dirt on the
linings or in the drum, or bad contact with the
drum which includes the possibility of a proud
rivet (or rivets) making metallic contact as a result
of wear of the linings, new linings then being
required.

For cleaning the linings use a rag just moist
with petrol (or penetrating oil) which will readily
pick up the dirt from the interstices of the friction
surfaces. The braking surface inside each drum
should also be dealt with, as dirt sometimes
collects on this to give rise to squeak. If the
linings appear very glazed, slight roughening with
a coarse file or rasp will be of benefit subsequent
to cleaning. If a rivet is lying proud to make
contact with the drum it may be possible to punch
it down to give a clearance, although this some-
times proves difficult without removing the shoes.
Several proud rivets indicate the need for relining.

Backing-off the linings, i.e., tapering down the
ends to half thickness, beginning at about #-inch
from the extremities of each—can be recoursed
to in the unusual event of persistent squeaking or
the equally abnormal development of grab, i.e.,
intermittent fierceness in the brake action.

Lastly, when there appears to be an undue
amount of oil on the brakes, the grease-retaining
washer which keeps the lubricant in the hubs
can be blamed, either due to the hubs having
received too much grease or, where the rear
brakes are concerned, excessive lubrication of the
axle causing oil to find its way to the hubs and
past the washer. Reducing the supply of lubricant
may then alleviate matters, and, of course, the
oil should be washed off the linings, drum,
and shoes, with petrol, but usually the only
effective remedy is to replace the oil-retaining
washers and as this entails dismantling the hubs,
which is also required for brake relining, we
propose to cover both attentions in a second
instalment of this article to appear next month.
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1. A small cover in the floor
gives access to the main brake
adjustment A. The fiat on one
of the individual brake adjust-
ment sleeves is shown at B.

2. The main
adjustment can
be readily made
by hand when §§
the hand brake 3
is held on.

3. Thbe band-
brake adjust-
mept is reached §
from below.
This view also 23
shows the swi-
velling com-
pensating sec-
tor for the front
brake rope, ]
‘which shouid be
kept free from i
accumulations
of mud.

4. The fromt brake cam
lever C is lubricated from
the swivel axie. It shouid
be kept {ree from mud and
the cable socket lubricated
occasionally.

>. The brake drums can be removed
for access to the iinings on unscrewing
the three securing screws.

6. Cleaning the linings with a petroi-
soaked rag will increase brake efficiency
and help to overcome any brake squeak.

These illustrations accompanied the article
on A7 braking efficiency.

Fig. 7.—DETECTING SQUEAKS AND RATTLES.

By standing on the running board as shown the car can
be swaved sideways, when any creaks or looseness due to
faulty springs can be detected much more easily than
when the car is on the road. Go over the wings, lamp
brackets, radiator, steering column, doorlocks, number
plates, etc., to detect looseness, which may cause annoving
rattles when the car is running.

Merv discovered this wonderful
tip in an old book. If you

use this method be sure to first
rut on your hat, as shown.




