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EDITORIAL

I usually have to work abroad for a couple of weeks at this time of the year and covered several thousand miles in France and not once did I see a pre-war car.  Mind you, there are not many to be seen in England these days. I was lucky enough to come across several Midlands Club members setting out on their Boxing Day run. It gave me a great deal of pleasure to see them in the dull mid winter.

We use our cars on the road and suffer from few restrictions on such use. That we have so little interference with our enjoyment is due to two factors: first, we guard jealously our rights and actively lobby the legislators via bodies such as Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. Second, we rely to great extent on the sympathy of the general public.

It is, therefore, important that we continue to enjoy that support. One way to make sure that the public view us in a favourable light is to ensure that we set as good an example on the road as we do with the turn out of our cars. This means that we must take particular care to the Highway Code, do not form mobile road blocks with our slow moving convoys, allow moderns to overtake the convoy, give proper hand signals and pull over to allow queues of traffic to clear.

Recalling our own New Years Day Run, so ably organised by Glyn, we had nearly 30 cars in Ringwood. Glyn went to some trouble to ensure that we were not a hindrance to other road users and from what I saw of the run, we scrupulously observed the Highway code. Long may this excellent state of affairs continue.

Apart from our obligations to the general public, don’t forget that we also need to look after ourselves, especially on runs.  I note from reports elsewhere in the Newsletter that we are very good at getting cars going should they stop on route. Sometimes though, we are not very good at staying in touch with those behind. A gentle reminder that it is you responsibility to keep the car behind you in sight when turning
You may have noticed that there have been a few advertisements in the last newsletter. I am always glad to pass on the details of any firms recommended by members. It is, after all, in all our interests to make known where professional help may be found when needed. So please let me know if you know of anyone who you think offers a service that would benefit others. That reminds me that our own Munwellyns still do a bit of business from time to time.

There has been a very, small response to my pleas for pre-war motoring magazines. I always need cartoons, technical articles and contemporary road reports so please look out anything that might be useful.

Sadly I shall not be able to get to the next Club Night but will be on the February run, so if I miss you at the one, I hope to see you at the other.

BFN Miles

SECRETARIAL

Well Folks,

It never ceases to amaze me that for such a small club the enthusiasm we seem to have. This month's run saw another 15 or so cars! A good run, organised by Bernard and Jackie with an excellent pub stop.

Merv gave us an extremely interesting talk at the January Club night about his sponsored cycle ride to Barcelona and back. It was especially interesting to hear about his adventures and emotions during the trek! I am pleased to say that he raised £4173 for leukemia and cancer research.

Some of your committee had an extraordinary meeting in January with a couple of Committee members of the Swanage Railway. To cut a long story short, we have jointly arranged a wheeled rally at Harmans Cross, near Swanage for 10 - 11 July. The Swanage Railway Committee have agreed to supply a good field, marquee, bar, toilets, water, camping area and unlimited free train travel. In exchange, they have left us to organise an old car rally. It really does sound as if it will prove an excellent, and hopefully annual, event. We are even thinking of organising a Barn Dance for the Saturday evening.

Watch this space for further news, but please keep the weekend free and tell all your old car friends.

See you at Club Night, Gary
THE AUSTIN 7 CLUBS ASSOCIATION - WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT BY Phil Whitter
When Bernard and I recently attended the quarterly meeting of the Austin Seven Clubs Association (A7CA) near Oxford, it was suggested that it might be a good time to focus on the structure and purpose of the Association for the benefit of new members - so here goes.
The A7CA provides for the publicity and coordination of items and issues which are of interest to the Austin Seven Clubs worldwide. Anything which affects the history, presentation and use of Austin Sevens is brought to the attention of member clubs. At the quarterly meeting, representatives of those clubs decide actions which best serve the interests of the movement.

A quarterly magazine is produced which contains contributions from clubs worldwide and it provides a reference for all things Austin Seven within its distinctive "handbook" format.

It is easy to see one of the benefits of such an Association when you look at the excellent insurance scheme which members have available for them. Other areas of activity and interest centre not only around the co​ordination and administration provided by the officers of the Association, but also advertising, a huge reference archive, a film collection, breakdown register, a register of cars owned by club members, spares information and events calendar.

A lot of people put a great deal of effort into the Association for the benefit of its members, and ultimately help Austin Sevens to be used and enjoyed throughout the world.
A7CA MEETING SUN 10 JAN

Here are a few points of interest picked up during the day (this is not a formal report - anyone wishing to have sight of the minutes should contact Gary, who receives the Secretary's copy):

· Beaulieu now has an Education Officer who works in a public relations role. NIGEL VENUS - 0264 850201 (an Austin 7 owner)

· The Heritage Motor Centre at Gaydon, near Warwick, (the largest collection of British cars in the world) opens on 1 May - see the brochure available at Club Night.

· The Editor of the A7CA needs more contributions under the heading "Cars We Own", "As they are found" and "Personality Page". Interesting photos are always welcome and are carefully returned. Les Gammon would also like to encourage young people with Austin Sevens (How about it, Scott?).  

· It was interesting to meet Austin historian and author, Bob Wyatt who told me that a reprint of his famous Motor for the Million book is due in the spring.

· On the spares scene, Howard Annett said that he was still awaiting delivery of 400 x 17 tyres from Taiwan (Please note those who have ordered tyres through Phil).
· Films - The Club have purchased a copy of each of those Austin videos available from the Association. Each has historic footage of Austins, the Works and the Austin Motor Car. These will soon be available for members to borrow on payment of a small administration charge and deposit - look out for details.

Finally, I raised an issue which concerns the quality of "key' or "vital" spares which are essential for the safety of the car or well being of the restored engine. The issue is that people who use their cars a lot may from time to time, over the years, have concerns over the quality of some new parts. To reveal these concerns nationally could have a serious effect on our colleagues and friends in the spares business who invest a lot of money in manufacturing new parts. If such a concern arises, should the person concerned:

a. Keep quiet.

b. Tell everyone and invite comment.

c. Tell the supplier and leave it up to them.

The consensus was that the last course of action applied with the Association being advised only in the unlikely event of the matter not being resolved by the supplier.
THE AUSTIN SEVEN LIBRARY - TECHNICAL SHELF

Last month we looked at some of the general books on Austin Sevens, including Wyatt's Motor for the Millions. It is particularly welcome news that this standard work, out of print for many years, is to be re-issued in the spring. While this is, for most people, the standard work on the Seven, the true enthusiast will also need a copy of Bryan Purves' Source Book, published by Haynes at a cost of some £65. The cost may put many people off and the book has attracted some criticism for inaccuracy but the wealth of detail and depth of coverage more than make up for these points. Bryan is collecting material to up date the book and the next issue will surely become the ultimate technical reference.

The main technical reference for any A7 owner is rather cheaper and more readily available. Everyone -should have a copy of their Handbook. If you have not got the original, Seven Workshop and several other outlets can supply modern reprints of most issues. Austin also published a number of other booklets such as illustrated lists of spare or replacement parts and Body spares lists. These are all relatively easy to find, in original and reprint form.

Some will find the Service Journals issued by the Austin to their Agents to be a useful source of information. Most of the information has been published elsewhere but the Seven Workshop has sells a reprint containing all extracts which are relevant to the Seven in a single volume.

Generally speaking, the material published by the Works was not really adequate for the enthusiast. Bearing in mind that the technology was relatively new and that the average man on the Clapham Omnibus was not as knowledgeable as he is today, it is not surprising that the manufacturers were reluctant to put too much knowledge in the hands of the customers. Thus there was a great gap in the technical detail available. This was filled by a number of contemporary books. Perhaps the best known is Nicholson's The Austin Seven Book. First published in 1927, it ran to some 6 editions before ceasing publication in 1933. It is readily available to this day.

Somewhat later, Gordon G Goodwin wrote The Book of the Austin Seven, first issued in 1935. It was reprinted in 1936, 37, 38 (twice), 39 and 42. In 1944 it was re-issued as The Book of the Austin 7 & 8 under the Staton Abbey banner. The book appeared in a total of 4 editions and was reprinted 8 times, most recently in 1959.

No mention of technical publications would be complete without mention of the nearest thing we have to a workshop manual. Mercury Publications issued Doug Woodrow's The Austin Seven Manual in 1991. It was at least 5 years in development and had contributions from Reg Pickett and Jack French while Ernie Pease did all the line drawings which make the book so valuable. Again, this is not a cheap book but look out for it on sale at places like 750 MC's Beaulieu Rally when it is often available at reduced price.

Last but by no means least comes the 750MC Companion. This is a collection of articles which have, in the main, appeared in old issues of the 750 Bulletin. Divided into sections on:

· History and Construction

· Dismantling, Overhauling and Re-assembly of Major Components

· The Engine

· Transmission and Rear Axle 
· Front Suspension and Steering 
· Electrical and Instruments

· How to get the Best from Your A7 Day to Day Maintenance

[image: image3.png]It is a good read and some of the illustrations are quite good. Some reviewers found it somewhat irritating as some of the generally good advice conflicts between the different articles but that is a minor criticism.

That was a quick review of some of the technical literature available to help you look after your Austin Seven. Next month I will look at books dealing with the history of Austins and some racing activities.

Miles
JACKIE'S JANUARY JAUNT (Ably Assisted and Abetted by Bernie)

Fourteen cars met as arranged in Safeways car park in Wimborne for a prompt departure at 13:30. The cars were a good cross-section of Austin Seven models including Chummies, Box Saloons, Tourers, Rubies, Pearls and a van. Two other cars were present, a Standard and Terry's Big Seven.

The convoy was led off by Bernie but held up at the first set of traffic lights, fortuitously as it turned out, enabling the arrival of Richard and family in their Box to join the convoy.

The route took us out into the surrounding Wimborne countryside through Furzehill, Gaunts Common and on past Horton Tower to Horton village itself. Turning left the snake of cars wound its way up to Horton Inn and into the lovely village of Wimborne St Giles via the country lanes of Dorset.

On along the straight stretch of the B3081 to the roundabout to cross the main Blandford - Salisbury road (A354) to enter the village of Sixpenny Handley. Here we turned right to continue along the lanes out of Dorset and into Wiltshire to Bower Chalke.

From Bower Chalke the route twisted and turned and eventually straightened out for a steady climb and descent over Fifield Down to arrive at the Cross Keys in Fovant for the much awaited lunch stop.

The arrival of the Dorset Sevens at the Cross Keys, although expected, appeared to be rather daunting for the harassed landlord and his staff. However, good lunches and beverages were enjoyed by all.

The more observant among us would have noticed the Army regimental badges carved into the chalky hillside of Compton Down rising from behind the pub.

Jackie's Jaunt continued after the lunch stop via the lanes and byways of Wiltshire around and eventually through Tisbury. It was during these meanderings that "yours' truly" Box decided to give the ghost with the engine refusing to respond to the call of pressure on the accelerator pedal. A quick inspection under the bonnet revealed that the linkage had come off the butterfly spindle of the carburettor. Fortunately the offending nut and washer were found on the engine compartment tray and with the grateful help of Bob and Brian we were soon on our way again.

It must have been a bad day for Box Saloons because a few miles further on, after a long hill climb, Joe and Maggie Stalker in their Box, identical model and year, came to a lifeless halt. However, it was not long before they were functional and rolling along with the help of Phil and the use of his spare condenser.

The final run back from Sixpenny Handley to Pamphill was, thankfully, uneventful and the tea and goodies at Pamphill Farm Shop Cafe were most welcome. The whole run was routed through some of the most beautiful scenery within this area and our most sincere thanks are due to Jackie and Bernard for making this such an enjoyable day out.

Marion and Ben
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AUSTIN 7 BRAKE ADJUSTMENT

The notorious braking efficiency of the Austin Seven is often caused by the owner. This may seem a harsh statement, however, it is mostly true.

The early evens were designed to stop only when ideal conditions were presented, hence the swap from six inch to seven inch brake drums. Later on someone decided to couple the brakes so that the driver could correct the steering with both hands when one brake locked up a wheel. Further development introduced the Semi Girling system employing smaller cams, longer levers and external brake adjusters. Heavier radius arms improved stability and finally a full Girling system using rod brakes was adopted for the evens final years.

Over the years the Austin chassis has taken a terrible beating and parts have worn without replacement. The brake shaft is in the most inhospitable area of the Seven and is probably the least maintained item on the car. Lord Austin or his design engineer was very astute as to the workings of the layman and to this end used very thin zinc loaded bearings to support the cross shaft. This had two advantages, first that the bearing required very little maintenance and the other was that even if the bearing did collapse, the difference in shaft movement was minimised. Thus you would still have some braking. To this end I offer my quick - and usually successful - method to counteract wear on the braking system of the Seven.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS METHOD OF ADJUSTMENT SHOULD NOT DEFER THE REPLACEMENT OF WORN PARTS.

The method used is as follows:

1. Raise the car as level as possible so that all four wheels are clear of the ground and axle stands/chocks are stable.

2. Uncouple the front brakes below the handbrake. This also allows a full examination of the cables. Recently I inspected a car and the brake cables looked in order, however, on releasing the tension it was found that several of the inner cores had broken around the area of the brake quadrant. This is also the case of the rear brakes especially if the dreaded cable adjuster is employed. Please do not use these unless absolutely the last resort.

3. Fully release the foot brake adjustment until it has no effect on the rear brakes. 
4. Remove all four wheels and brake drums.

5. Check for any hubs that are leaking oil and rectify immediately. This system of adjustment cannot improve the braking effort of oil soaked linings.

6. Check the conditions of the hubs and associated braking parts. If not excessively worn then remove all the dust and lightly grease all the moving parts. Don't forget to give the brake linings a light rub with coarse emery or production paper. The poor maligned brake drums also require a thorough inspection and If OK, give them a good clean and rub with coarse emery or production paper.

7. Assuming that you are happy with the initial inspection, it is time to begin the adjustment. LET US ASSUME THAT I START ADJUSTMENT WITH THE REAR NEAR SIDE BRAKE

8. In the case of Girling or Semi Girling brakes, the brake drum is fitted and the adjuster is wound-in until the brake shoe revolves freely with the linings making the faintest of contact.

For non-Girling brakes, I start by wrapping shimming around the pivot of the brake shoe, opposite end to the actuator, with a 0.010 in shim. The brake drum is fitted and the amount of rub is checked. The amount of shimming is increased or decreased to achieve a slight rub. Through experience I have found it is difficult to fit a shim more than 0.030 inch thick at the pivot end. The brake shoe pivot point will not accept this thickness of material even if it is very worn.

LET US ASSUME THAT THE MAXIMUM THICKNESS OF MATERIAL HAS BEEN FITTED AT THE PIVOT, AND THE BRAKE LININGS ARE NOWHERE NEAR MAKING CONTACT WITH THE DRUM.

9. The next course of action is to make new contact shoes for the actuator end. If we look at the pre-​Girling brake shoe it can be seen that the aluminium shoes are fitted with steel pads where the brake actuator operates. Each brake shoe must be treated separately. The shoe pad thickness must be increased until the lining makes the slightest contact with the fitted drum. This shimming is then removed from this shoe and shimming added to the opposite shoe operator pads until this lining makes a light rub. Once the measuring has been sorted out the shimming is fitted to both pads and the brake drum re-fitted and checked once more for rub. If the brakes are too tight, equal amounts of shimming must be removed from the pads until a light rub is achieved.

10. Operations 8 and 9 are repeated for each of the remaining brakes. Once the shimming is sorted, it is better to fit one plate equal to the amount of shim used at each brake operator pad.

11. Once this operation has been carried out, the front and rear brakes can be reconnected. 12. Do not connect the foot brake at this point.

13. Fit the drive wheels to the hubs.

14. Go round the car giving each wheel a turn with the hand to experience the amount of friction.

15. Increase the tension on the brake cables using the handbrake. Increase the tension one notch at a time until the brakes begin to work. On pre-Girling cars the front brakes should operate slightly before the rear. This is so that under heavy braking conditions the brakes act together. Alter the balance by adjusting the front brake quadrant.

16. It may be necessary to adjust each rear brake cable to length to achieve equal braking. Where adjustable cables are fitted at the rear, the adjustment is simple. However, in the case of fixed cables the dreaded adjuster will need to be used.

17. When a balanced set up has been achieved, the foot brake can be adjusted to give satisfactory operation.

18. If you have a friendly garage where they will let you test on their MOT brake test machine, don't hesitate to use it to balance the brakes, it saves loads of time.

This method of obtaining equalisation by shimming each wheel in turn has taken as long as four hours. Brake adjustment thereafter has taken a very short time indeed. It is better to adjust regularly as the balance can be maintained and the brakes are more efficient.

I hope this article spurs the non-technical members to attempt their own brake adjustment. Let's face it - you have nothing to lose. The Bl...y brakes didn't work anyway!

Waiter Wheaton

This article first appeared in the Pre-War Austin 7 Club Newsletter and was later reprinted by the Midlands Austin 7 Club.
CLUB NOTICE BOARD

FOR SALE

1934 Austin 7 Special Super Accessories body (2 Seater). Speedex front suspension, hydraulic brakes, twin SUs. Expertly restored and running but needs completing. £2500
Tim Lane Tel 0300 20219

SERVICES

Austin 7 hydraulic brake back plates. New production, finished in black. £80 per set of four. All hydraulic fittings, unions, springs, cam adjusters and brake linings. All new to fit the above back plates. £230 per set.

Vince Leek 0985 216632 (Warminster).
Kevin Baggs offers car trimming for the vintage, veteran and classic motoring enthusiast. If you would like to see an example of his work, see Arthur Cox. Kevin did the excellent work on Arthur's Burnham. Kevin is available on Bournemouth 575834.
ANNOUNCEMENT

Joe and Maggie Stalker courteously thank all who contributed to keeping their conked out car on the road during the Cowleys’ charming classic circuit in January. It was Phil's capital condenser and Mike's topping coil, with the collective cajolery and coaxing from the crowd that changed the crisis to a creditable conclusion.
CLUB ARCHIVES

Apologies to those who might be disturbed in any way by the appearance of a camcorder at some recent events. I am aiming to record snippets of club activities throughout the year 1993 to make a tape entitled "A Year in the Life of Dorset Austin Seven Club" for the Club archives. Obviously everything can't be recorded but I hope that I can make a balanced record that may be of interest in years to come. Meanwhile - take no notice!

John Weaver
AUSTIN SEVEN BEGINNINGS - 30 - A Story of Austin Folk SUE and BRIAN WILLBOURN

Brian had his eye for many a long while on the car which his workmate and friend Ben Trimby bought: Box YD 8341. Trouble was that it belonged to the Boss who took a long time to decide whether to sell or not. Brian, wanting to get on with motoring, gave up 'Seven' desires and bought a Ten. It says something of the Willbourn and Trimby friendship that it's as strong as ever, despite Ben getting in and buying the car soon after Brian had abandoned his hearts desire. There's friendship for you! As Marion says, 'Well, Brian and I were at Junior School together, in the days when we girls used to wear our navy knickers for Gym!' And we all thought it was the cars!

Sue and Brian first came, in their Ten, on a Club outing as guests of the Trimby's on New Year's Day 1990. Suffice to say that Brian comparing the Seven's running ability affirmed that his Ten was, and I quote 'Rubbish'. Ten was sold and Box bought - one 1931 Short Wheel Base Box PO 3775 from Wokingham. Ben went up with him. They joined the Club in April 1992 and are to be seen on most Club runs.

So, friends of over 30 years are still together, now happily in their Austins. BB. Jan 1993
CLUB EVENTS
FEBRUARY

Thursday 18 Feb 
Club Night. At the Elm Tree as usual. Phil will be showing some rare film footage of the Austin Works in the early 30's with details of forging an A7 crankshaft, the upholstery assembly line and finally body fabrication of the early Ruby. Total time about 30 minutes. Spares will not be available but you can ask Phil to bring anything you want by contacting him beforehand.

Sunday 21 Feb
Club Run. Brian Willborn has offered to lead this outing so meet at the Safeways Car Park at 10.15 for a 10.30 start.

Thursday 25 Feb 
Committee Meeting. Venue is the Tyrrell's Ford and the start time is 8.30.

Saturday 27 Feb 
Barn Dance. Pamphill Village Hall, Nr Wimborne. See page 7 last month for booking form. Dress as you like - fancy or informal, start 7.30 pm, see map below.
MARCH

Thursday 4 Mar 
9 till Late at the Coventry Arms on the Dorchester Road at Corfe Mullen.

Thursday 18 Mar 
Club Night. Tony Day will be introducing Derek Place from AE Pistons. Derek will give a demonstration on crack testing for the home user. Essential for any engine builder!

Sunday 21 Mar 
Club Run. Meet at 10 for 10:15 at Safeways Car Park, Wimborne for a run out to SS Shieldhall (steamship) at Ocean Village Southampton. Secondary meeting place, 11 for 11:15 at the Cat and Fiddle, Hinton.

Thursday 25 Mar 
Committee Meeting at the Tyrrell’s Ford. Start is at 8:30 pm.

OTHER EVENTS

[image: image5.png]Sunday 28 Feb
VSCC Exmoor Trial. Anyone interested in spectating or marshalling, please ring Miles as soon as possible. 

