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EDITORIAL
Hallo Everyone,On a sadder note, I note that Dennis Jenkinson has died. He had a very full obituary in the Daily Telegraph. Jenks, as he was known to many A7 enthusiasts and countless motor racing fans was famous for many reasons. My memories of him are based mainly on his writings for Motor Sport. He wrote monthly letters from the Continental Correspondent as well as his regular Grand Prix reports. He was also a founder member of the 750 MC and was well known in motorcycle circles. He is perhaps best known for his exploits with Stirling Moss in the 1954 Mille Miglia where the, pace notes system he developed enabled them to average 97.95 mph, touching speeds of 170 mph! A real motoring hero who will be much missed by a wide variety of enthusiasts.
We are giving away a free Austin Seven this month - a sort of combined loyalty bonus and Christmas present! See page 6.
BFN, Miles

C
hristmas is almost here once more. That means that one of the best supported runs of the year is almost upon us. Glyn will again be looking for a good turn out on New Year's Day. Details are on the back page. While on the topic of Christmas, don't forget that you can still contribute to this year's charity. See any Committee Member at Clubnight if you wish to support the cause.
On your behalf, I extend a warm welcome to new members J Stormont and B Hughes, I hope we will see you all at Club Night and perhaps on the runs too.
I managed to miss the Auction last month. From all the reports, it was another great success. Many thanks to all those who worked so hard to make the evening fun and profitable for the Club. I also understand that the raffle was the best ever, Very Many Thanks for the support both from those who presented prizes and those who bought the tickets.
By the time you read this, the Christmas Dinner will be but pleasant memory. I look forward to seeing you there!
SECRETARIAL

Well Folks!
I
reckon the auction was a great success. Many bargains to be had, I don't think 
	I've seen a Club Night so busy before.
The run organised by Hon Chairman and his wife went to Poole Quay, very familiar territory for me but I must say I haven't visited it via 6 miles short of Shaftesbury before! The lunchtime stop was very nice, with the landlord of Cypriot extraction, the

menu was most interesting. I believe several members did venture down to the Quay. It was a shame the weather was so diabolical.
I have just heard the results of the Budget. Petrol prices up again, it's funny how the increases come in pence per litre; multiply that by nearly 5 and its a hell of a price rise per gallon. Luckily Austins are good on fuel consumption.

There has been mentioned recently a possibility of two Club Holidays next year. Firstly, an Easter trip to France. Further details and response to John Page. Secondly a trip to Holland in the second week of June. I believe an article on this last will shortly

appear but please register your interest with Glyn Llewellyn.
Well, it comes around seemingly faster every year, Christmas, on behalf of the Committee, have a very merry one and a prosperous New Year.
Cheers- Gary

CLUB RUN TO THE WILTON CARPET FACTORY
T
he day started dry and clear, typical autumn weather, we arrived early for a change, only two other cars, both Solent members in a Pearl and a Ruby. We wondered how many would come!
Shortly, they all started to arrive and we eventually had 13 cars, including a fine and very large Ford, Model A (?) belonging to one of our newer members. I trust he forgives no name mention but the write up was dropped on me at lunch time by Glyn, thanks! As a result, no notes were made. It is all down to poor memory! groan.
Well, we set off at a good pace and off we went across the forest staying well away from any form of 'A' road except perhaps where we crossed them.
Every time I go out on a Club Run, I marvel at the number of new roads we seem to manage to travel along. The run was magnificent, still a great deal of green but strong autumn colours showing through and so many people out enjoying the New Forest in autumn, walking, cycling, out on horses and of course, like us, in our cars. The joy of England in all seasons.
Our run went through village after pretty village and even along the river for 30 or 40 yards, most of us enjoyed that, John Page smiled because everybody thought he had taken a wrong turn.
It is always a risk with a big group that somebody will get lost but we got away with it and even though we went on many attractive though unfamiliar roads to the east of Salisbury, we all managed to get to the excellent lunch stop at the Wheatsheaf at Lower Woodfalls.
The food was excellent, and very good value, I found the service to be fast and friendly, a good place to visit any time you are in the area.
The weather did deteriorate en route to Woodfalls and we left for Wilton in the rain which was quite heavy after lunch.
A short run to Wilton led by John and Cynthia in the Box soon had us in the factory car park.
The Wilton factory is an historic site steeped in tradition with a worldwide reputation that the American group who bought them clearly didn't care about when they cynically took the name and everything they wanted, then closed the whole unit.

The pioneering spirit and sense of tradition was however strong in the management team who purchased the machinery and leased the site, reopening 11 days after shut down. The unit is operating now at a profit, it would appear, because they have now purchased the site and the work force once more exceeds 100.
There is a tour guide to take you round the site, through the museum and to explain the intricacies of the production. Our guide on the day was absolutely superb and she made our visit most enjoyable and rewarding.
many of the Wilton machines are still in full production even though they were built in 1923 and 1926. There are of course modern aids on the machines, but the working parts are from all those years ago.
Until the visit, I had no idea of the difference in manufacture and that Wilton and Axminster are more than just two famous names! Wilton is woven and the pile is cut from the loops. Axminster is made from short cut lengths sort of plugged into the backing.
If you saw the work that goes into making these fine carpets, you would find it harder to complain about the price, I certainly will.
During the visit we discovered that the machine which was developed to shave the wool strands to the same length for that immaculate finish, led on to the development by a textile engineer of a rotary cutter for grass, which led onto the modern cylinder lawn mower. The engineer sold is idea to Ransommes at around the turn of the century.
There is a factory shop and a clothing shop where you can unload your wallet and the whole site is excellent, with great plans for more shops.
After the visit, we enjoyed a cup of tea in the cafe before departing for home.
A point of special note was the rather pleasant surprise of the first run out for Glyn and Pat in the newly completed restoration of his 1930 (I think) fabric bodied Top hat saloon. I saw it before he started. Ouch, what a job.
We all seemed to enjoy the day, Joy and I certainly want to thank John and Cynthia for a really interesting and fun day out.
We look forward to the next one. George and Joy
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For Sale
1928 Fabric Saloon. Completely renovated and re-trimmed. Brown and Black, MoT and Tax, £6,000.
ALSO
1934 Austin Seven Van. New body, nice condition with MoT and tax. Telephone 01425 613080 (New Milton)
Early Notice
Friday 14th February, DA7C St Valentines 50s and 60s Evening. With Bernies Roadshow Disco (No relation to the Main Man!) Optional fancy dress, Bar with Ringwood Ale, Raffle, American Supper. All this fun for only £3:50 per person. Entry forms later. See Dusty for further details. To be held at Pamphill Village Hall, near Wimborne.
Even Earlier Notice
Thoughts of an Easter trip to France are being considered by a few Club members. If you are interested in such a trip, which would consist of one night on the ferry Poole - Cherbourg and then some 60 ish miles into France to spend four nights B&B, probably with Brittany Ferries, please contact John Page.

EVENTS
December
Saturday 14 Dec	Christmas Dinner. Gather in the bar at 7.30 p.m. for an 8 p.m. start. pat
closed the book at the last Committee Meeting so I guess it is too late to book!
Thursday 19 Dec	Club Night. We'll have a quiet noggin and natter for the final Club Night
of 1996.
Sunday 22 Dec	Club Run. Gary will be leading our final run of the year, gathering at the
Queen Elisabeth Leisure Centre Car Park at 10:30 for a 10:45 start.
Wednesday 1 Jan 	First Run of the Year! This is just about he best supported run of the year. Last time we had more than 30 cars out. Glyn usually lays on a gentle scatter rally/treasure hunt ending at a New Forest hostelry. Meet at the Ringwood Cattle Market car park at 10.30 for a 10:45 start. See you there!
Thursday 2 Jan	Eight-ish till Late/Committee Meeting. Held over from Boxing Day, your
committee meet at the Tyrell's Ford to ponder the 1997 season. This will also be the venue for the early monthly gathering!
Thursday 16 Jan	Clubnight. Gather at the Elm tree, as usual. Tonight we have a speaker,
kindly arranged by Bernard. The topic will be of interest to a wide range of members and covers the early days of the Motor Industry. The speaker,
Eric Johnson was head of PR for Mercedes Benz UK.
Sunday 19 Jan	Club Run. Details had not been finalised at the last Committee Meeting
but assemble as usual at the Queen Elisabeth Leisure Centre Car Park at 10:30 for a 10:45 start. Details will be forthcoming at Club Night.
Thursday 23 Jan	Committee Meeting. At the Tyrell's Ford, assuming we are allowed back
after the festivities! If you have any points to raise, please see a Committee Member.
Other Events
Saturday 28 Dec	Austin Night Rally. An event organised by the Inter Register Club based
in the New Forest, starting at the Queen's Head, Burley at 4 p.m. Sign on 3.45 latest. Further details from M. Preston on 01425 618286. Entry is only £4.
Saturday 25 Jan	VSCC New Year Driving Tests. Brooklands Track, Weybridge
Details of both these events are available from your Editor.
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OWNERS
QUESTIONS
ANSWERED

No. 711.—Dipping Reflector
Fuse—Seven.
The fuse in the dipping headlamp
Q of my 1935 Austin Seven Ruby
® Saloon is alwawvs blowing. Can
~ou help me to overcome this trouble ?

The cause of vour headlamp
dipping fuse constantly blowing
is very probably a stiff.y working
dipping mechanism. By studving the
action of the dipper, vou will see that
the actuating rod is part of the central
solenoid plunger. The solenoid has
two windings, one series and the other

By easing the solenoid plunger A, or
oiling the pivots, B, of the dipping re-
flector, fuse trouble can be overcome.

shunt wound, and the 10 amp. fuse is
connected through both. When the
dipper switch is operated to dip the
reflector, a heavy current passes through
the series winding, causing the plunger
to dip the reflector rapidly. As the
- plunger moves the actuatng arm
against the rubber stop, it automatically
switches off the heavy series current
and leaves on the shunt current, to

must be quotec.

issued with the car.

receipt of every inquiry.

Inquiries should be addressed to The Austin Motor Co. Ltd., Longbridge, Nr. Birming-
hom; and 1+ should be specially noted that the car number (not registration number)
The reply will be despatched by post as quickly as possible ofter
The information given in this section is intended for the
guidance and assistance of Austin owners and drivers, but must not be considered as
varying or extending the liability, of the Company which is limited to the Warranty
Neither must information be reparded os exhaustive, but in
most cases it con be supplemented by reference to the appropriate handbook. The
assistance of the Spare Ports List should also be sought in regord to nomes and

= numbers of parts. All quertes are welcome, whether of a technical or general nature.

hold the plunger and reflector in the
dipped position against the spring.
Normally all this happens so quickly
that the fuse does not have time to
get hot. But if there is any stiffness in
the operating mechanism, the series
current mav be passing through the
fuse for a sufficient time to blow it.
The remedy is to ease the plunger if it
is at all stiff and to put a spot of oil
on each of the reflector pivots. Then
replace the reflector and operate it
with and without the front glass in
position and note if it is fouling anv-
where. Bv investigating the trouble on
these lines vou will soon find the cause
and be able to effect a remedy.

L L3 *

No. 712.—Battery in Stored
Car.
1 shall be obliged if you would
Q give me detailed information as
® to how I can keep m~ battery in
an efficient state during the time.]l am
laving up the car.
The battery must be fully
A charged before you lav vour
® car up. A fully charged batterv
will stand for several months without
damage, whereas a partly charged or a
discharged battery will rapidlv deterior-
ate as a result of sulphation. Ensure
that the level of the electrolyte is above
the plates and that the batterv top is
perfectly clean and dry, as moisture or
dirt give rise to a continuous leak of
current which, though small, will in
time fully discharge the battery.

The batterv leads should be discon-
nected as a further safeguard against
current leakage, and the battery will then
stand over the winter, providing that a
refresher charge is given, say, every
month or two. This can be done,

‘When the car is stored for the winter
ensure that the battery top is cClean
and dry, and detach the main leads, A.

after connecting up the battery leads,
by running the engine to bring the
dynamo into operation.
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A BONUS FOR CAREFUL PEDESTRIANS

Mr. J. H. DIGGLE, writing to The Times, refers to the increased premiums required by insurance companies in
view of the growing number of motor accidents caused by excessive speed or careless driving. He thinks it would be
only fair to augment the annual abatements allowed for a clean record.

EAR Mr. Diggle, I agree;
I call it only fair
To give a man a handsome fee
Who drives his car with care.

If for a whole continuous year
His death-sheet he can show
Bearing a record white and clear—
Or very nearly so,

I feel he ought to have a large
Abatement on the sum

Which the insurance people charge
By way of premium.

And still more pay I'd hand to him
As his undoubted due

Who hasn’t maimed a single limb—
Or only just a few.

o --4’?:

VICTIM ( cheerfully). “It's all right, old man.”
MOTORIST. “Well, you needn't be so beastly familiar.”

To meet the thoughtful driver’s case
This seems a righteous plan,

But I would like it to embrace
The good pedestrian.

Some bonus surely they should knock
Off the amount he spent

When he insured against a shock
Incurred by accident.

If to his name there’s no black mark
To prove he played the jay,

Or pushed a motor off its park
For getting in his way,

Or killed a charabanc at sight,
Or laid a lorry flat,

Something—it's only fair and right—
Should be allowed for that.

FAULT FINDING CHART

Dynamo not charging

Dynamo Charging
Intermittently or
Low Output

Brushes

il doy

. : (C.A.V. Switch Panel

ficid: pasibie C35A Resistor Pack

Output Fuse Blown (CF! Cut-Out, D Terminal)

Half Charge Fuse Blown (short Fuse in CFR or
CFR2 Cut-Out)

Switch On Panel not on or faulty

Wrong Cut-Out or Switch Panel

Broken or Loose Connections

Cut-Out not Earthed

Dynamo Faulty

Loose Terminal Nuts
Loose Dynamo
Wrong Type of Dynamo

Greasy or Dinty
Worn
Tight in Holders
Not Bedding Evenly (especially C35A)

Dynamo

LCommu(alor—{

Switch Panel

Spring Broken
[er Brush in wrong position
Brushes in wrong position (DL, DEL)
Greasy or Dirty
Worn or Rough
Dust between Segments
Solder thrown from Commutator

Wrong type for Dynamo
Conrections loose
Switched 1o Half Charge

Wrong type for Dynamo
Connections loose

|

Cut-Out

Battery

Dirty Contacts
Cut-out badly earthed

Acid Level low
Loose, Corroded or Broken Connections

[

Dynamo Charging

with Excessive
OQutput ————‘[

Dynamo works on full

Cut Out

Brushes —{

BV

charge but not on
Half charge

Poor earth connection

Third Brush in wrong position
Brushes not Bedding properly
Main Brush in wrong position (DL DEL)

Poor Earth

Check Field Fuse on Cut-Outs CFR and CFR2
Check Field Resistance on Dynamo Type DEL
Check Resistor Pack on Dynamo Type C35A
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FREE AUSTIN SEVEN Al you have to do is cut it out and stick it together!
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