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EDITORIAL
December 1990

There is no doubt in my mind that Christmas comes round more quickly as the

years pass by - could it be another indication of the infamous 'greenhouse effect'? More likely it's because we all keep so busy and look forward each month to Club activities. Whatever, it's certainly pleasant again this December to recall the many happy get-togethers and the progress made by the Club in 1990.

My thanks to all who have sent in reports and items for the Newsletter during the past year. The greater the variety, the greater the interest and I hope to hear from more folk, especially newer Club Members in 1991.
Biddy continues her profiles this month, there's a report from Lena on another successful and interesting Run and our new Social Secretary has made arrangements for the first social event of the New Year.

Also thanks to Mike Topham who has lent me one of the latest additions of his book collection - a 'car fun' book which contains quizzes, games, puzzles etc. worth reproducing.
Here's hoping that Christmas 1990 will be all that you would wish for yourself and your family.

John

SECRETARIAL



Well folks,

By the time you read this, the Club's Christmas Dinner will probably be over and you will all be rushing about with final festive arrangements! On behalf of the Committee may I wish all our Members a 'Merry Christmas' and a 'fault-​free’ and enjoyable year Austin 7-ing in 1991.

I think we have had a near record turn-out for our Auction Night and as ever there were many bargains to be ferreted out. I myself purchased a 1935 Bar-let portable typewriter, which I have cleaned up and now sits gleaming on a table in my house. (No John, that's not an offer to type the Newsletter!)

The October run attracted great support once again and no doubt you will shortly see a comprehensive article press-ganged out of some 'willing' volunteer!
On a more serious note, I have received a letter from the Pre-War Austin 7 Club, advising that Clubs have now been allowed by the D.V.L.C. to authenticate claims for the restoration of registration numbers. The letter urges that all Clubs write to Swansea to request that they be included on the register. Naturally, this will be discussed by your Committee and I will keep you informed on progress on what seems an important breakthrough!
Gary
2

FORAY INTO WILTSHIRE
Sunday 18th November 1990.

A nice brisk Autumnal morning for the Dorset A7s’ monthly run. Eleven 7s set out from Wimborne through un-spoilt villages - the Tarrants and Donheads, beautiful views, gorgeous autumn tinted trees under a blue sky.

Apart from an unauthorized pit stop for refuelling, in a narrow lane at the summit of a steep hill (I have forgotten which Austin needed this service), we arrived without further incident at the White Hart in Bishopstone. We

were joined by two more Austins and their owners.

In spite of our numbers, we were very quickly provided with excellent meals, generous helpings and friendly service.

After lunch our next destination was 'Old Wardour Castle'. The building was started in 1393 by Lord Loval. Hexagonal in shape and standing in a lakeside setting, it was not a fortress but was built for comfort and lavish entertainment, at the same time equipped with some defensive provisions.

The castle was badly damaged during the Civil War, and was never restored; but was preserved in the 18th century as an interesting feature of the landscape.

Unlike some ruins there is a substantial part which can be explored. Several spiral staircases leading to living accommodation - almost like apartments with the garderobe en-suite. One wonders if Wimpy or Barratt's ancestors had a hand in the construction? Wandering round the corridors I decided the air conditioning was superb, but there wasn't any evidence that Sid or Everest had done their stuff.

Many thanks to Paul and Emma for organising a most enjoyable run - a scenic route, nice hostelry, and a spot of English Heritage.

Lena.
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Thanks to Gay for another original cartoon.
AS IS EVIDENT at Club Meetings, our Membership continues to grow. This month we welcome Dennis and Mary Stringer and Pat and Gordon Cowie. I hear that the Cowies have three A7's including a 1930 Swallow Saloon - the first of these rare cars in our Club.

WARM THANKS to Pat Llewellyn who for some years has handled the ordering and selling of Club sweatshirts, tee shirts and ties. Pat has handed over to Margaret Seymour who is now the lady to see for these desirable items.

THE MONTHLY RAFFLE has recently benefitted from some useful gifts from Club Members. Our thanks to those who have donated items especially to the Moodys and the Tophams who have recently contributed some very interesting bottles.

If other Members would like to donate raffle prizes on Club Night, or especially at the Christmas Dinner, they will be very welcome.

AT THE NOVEMBER AUCTION £185.50 changed hands making a profit for the Club of £19. Well done Bernie, Phil, Jackie and Daniel who ran the event.

HAVE YOU PAID your subscription for 1990/91? (I shall say this not even once more!)

IN HIS HASTE to send in a report on the October New Forest Run for the Newsletter, dear old George got his verbals in a twist. Keith Mitchener (if he exists) was not on the Run, but Keith Mitchell was, and is the owner of the Pearl that George admired. We're sorry about that Keith. I think that George believed that if he made a mistake we wouldn't ask him to write a report again, but we shall- we shall.

Apologies too to Neil Mitchener who could be seen on the November Run, with his Big Seven.
'
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AUSTIN 7 BEGINNINGS - A story of Austin folk

Mervyn and Fran Frampton

"Merv - Dorset A7 clubman of 1990, how did you get started with Austin 7s?”
"I suppose you could say it was money really!"

Way back in 1959, young and fairly well impoverished, Merv was courting his now wife, Fran. Mode of travel - a Lambretta - exhilarating! fresh air, feel of speed, wind in the hair, all the sensations that youth loves! Except that it is when winter strikes causing one to come a, ney, two croppers. Once could be allowed, but twice was too much for his dear Dad. Post haste Merv was taught to drive and duly passed his test in a modern. Then, excitedly, to purchase his very own car, his first! Don't we all remember our first car? Round and round he went; should he have this, that, colour, make, size...? Today one cannot believe it possible that way back in the dark ages of 1959, Merv with all of £25 could only afford a 1934 Austin 7; reg. TK 9479.

Only afford or not, he proudly took Fran for their first outing in it, to the cinema; remember the days?, 'two one and sixes please and a Mars Bar'. (The latter if you were really in the money). How they enjoyed that evening; even the beating rain on the cinema roof enhanced their pleasure; for hadn't they now A CAR freeing them of the rigours of the wild elements? Even emerging to torrential rain, Merv commented proudly 'thank goodness we've got a car not the old Lambretta, else we'd be getting soaked to the skin!!!’ Ha! Ha! You've guessed, haven't you - yes, the roof, (sunshine), leaked worse than the proverbial sieve. Fran, being a practical girl, uncomplainingly put up her umbrella, - yes inside an A7! Wonderful. Well, for her. For Merv, not so since all the water from the brolly gushed right down his neck. They were both nigh-well soaked on arriving home!
No probs. though, Merv merely stripped the whole roof off, nailed a bit of hardboard on, painted it with layers and layers of thick paint and kept going. Not only kept going locally but used it for their honeymoon, driving up to Scotland, John '0 Groats, and back in 1961.

Sadly, the then dreaded, now taken for granted, M.O.T. came in and TK 9479 had to go. Can you believe it - to the local school for £5 for the kids to play around in! Eventually the local Fire Brigade used it to practise cutting people out of. Needless, Merv, for sentiment sake, still has the original documentation.

His present AJH 64 he bought for £600 and joined the Dorset club. However he did not feel he really was entitled to take an active part until the four year restoration was complete. Needing to use it for the wedding of his daughter in March 1985, aided and abetted him to complete, which he did, the day before!

Merv and Fran, both with a ready smile and a welcoming greeting, are tremendously active and enthusiastic members of the club. Whether or not you've had the pleasure of one of their incredibly delicious teas, (I'd say banquets), I know you'll agree. As in fact your votes showed by unanimously voting Merv in at the AGM, as well deserved 'Clubman of the year'.
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fully driven, ‘mi e -under 5,000, cost 1 ., nearest offer £150.
Write, Box No. 3280, c.o. “The Light Car and Cyclecar.” 82-66

£5 deposit. 49 guineas cash. Late 1928 Gordon-England Cup, silver
fabric and black, pnct.ica.lli unworn_tyres, very good condition, free
tax, free insurance to cash buyers. Below.

£6 dep-mlt. 59 guineas cash. 1929 Gordon-England Stadium 2-seater,
k and green, very exceptional condition, free tax, free insurance to

cash buyers. Below.

AUSTIN 7. 100 cars in stock. List free. Exchanges. Rowland

Smith. Below.

AUSTIN 7, 1928 chummy, very small milesge, in exceptional condition,
taxed December, nne owner, £39. Below.

AUSTIN 7, 1928 Mulliner fabric saloon, spot light, 4 new_tyres, ball

chun%e, in very nica condition, £42. Earl, 75 Heath St., Bamgstead.
N.W.3. Open until 1 on Bundays. 982-138

AUSTIN 7, 1927 Cup model, red, £40. Steele Griffiths, Camberwell
New » S.E.5. Roduney 2201, 982-126

Some more bargains from October 1931.
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The illustration above indicaies the size, in fesl, of the Austin Seven Sumshine salgon | .
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No. 627 (Fu:#")-—AUSTIN. SEVEN SUNSHINE SALOON
Latest 1931 Type with Detail Improvements which are Well Worth Having

N dealing with the Austin Seven it can never be for-
— gotten for a moment that the car has proved beyond
shadow of doubt its dependability and durability in
the hands of thousands of ordinary dwners. * This firmly
established fact is a, most important basis for comment.”
Yet the interesting point is that fundamentally the Seven little car does its work for its size, but how very good is
Temains true to its original layout, with modifications this car, cosidered individually.
here and there to meet fresh demands as they have With the coil ignition fitted for some considerable time
arisen. . . . past the slow running on top gear is improved consider-
An the matter of performance the reputation of the éar ably ; 6 or 7 m.p.h. is possible without snatch, and the
speaks for itself, and actually it is not of importance,
within a mile or so an hour either way, what the maxi-
mum speed happens to be for the saloon. What -cealty

§

obvious delight as w
main roads.” There is no-question that,the Seven has
personality | there is a fascination to which experienced -
drivers succumb,. and which cannot fail to please the
new driver. The whole suggestion is not how well this

that is hardly credible p e of the
though it-naturally pays for faster work to keep up the

counts is that the Seven will run all day happily ind sp otrfong slopes by a well-timed use of secand gear, .-
. ’ . especially as the engine seems to -

smoothly between 35 and 4o
m.p.h., with three or four people
on board—and go-on doing so day
in, day out. In point of fact, the
timed speed figure is good, con-
sidering that the car tested was™
quite new, the speedometer hold-
ing a reading of 53. Also, this is
an engine which, more than most,
becomes . very muth -smoother
after a thousand miles or so, and
during the course of the fest the
effect of the smoothing-out process
was definitely noticeable. On the
indirects, which have always been
most commendably quiet for ordi-
nary gears, 15 m.p.h. was normal
on first and 28 on second, with 20
and 37 as limits.

It never fails to be a source of
wonderment what the little car is
able to do in the way of putting
in a-really long run in the day, ¥
taking rough by-lanes and their 3
severe gradients with as much

7=

delight in turning aver fast. -
Some of the later modifications

ters of detail.  For instance, the -
long gear lever is exactly right
and free from whip, and though
the ball-type

gest increased’
unskilled driver as compared with

It as light as ever, is.more definite,
] though there is still no caster ac.

d linked up with the greater sta-
{  bility as a whole. Especially with

"sive in effect. As it was, at least -

: three or four feet by the car slid-.

hen it is running contentedly along '

car will do a ttion of its runnin this ratic .
proportion of : °g on this ratio alone * for access to the back seat,

-good, and it cannot fail to

have made a big improvement in .
the confrol, while others are mat- -

e might sug- -
for the .

single-panel screen opens -

fi the old visible gate, the latest | screer
‘osm&nv.nu..u.mﬂ_bﬁ.nun

_\ B%.W certainly . easier to
§ handle. The steering, too, while
tion, an improvement no doubt .

o that the side- windows in

- handles are’straps’ which *

== i =R’

ROAD TESTS—(continued)

“THE AUTOCAR ™

Again, the brakes are now -
connected so that the shoes on’
both front and back wheels are
applied by either the pedal or the
lever, and this is a change all
for the better. The linings had
not had sufficient. time to bed
down properly, and it-is prob-
able that a better, test. figure
would be obtained later in the "
car’s life, and, also, that the
action would be more progres-

one back wheel locked and the -
stopping distance was increased

ing, though there was not the
slightest deviation _from the
straight or pull on the steering.
The hand-brake lever is reason-
ably convenient, and, since it.
operates the same shoes as the
pedal, will hold the car firmly

on a steep gradient. A lesser c._: ..:..vo...ﬁun control
which ‘also is more convenient is the hand-operated

starting switch.

There is everything to be said for the appearance of

‘the latest coachwork, as
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° .. enablethe occupants to open the

doors without stretching back-
wards or forwards. Without the
sliding roof that was fitted to the
car tested the price is £5 lower,
but the value of the roof in fine
weather is not easily over-esti-
mated, and it works nicely from
inside the car. * -

A proper.oil pressure gauge is
fitted in place of the former
plunger indicator, and some
form of lighting for the instru-
ments at night ought to be pro-
vided, though the absence of a
roof lamp is not so exceptional.
At either side of the instrumerit
board is a useful cubby hole, and
a - pocket is - formed in both
doors. :

- The engine, as always, is very

neat indeed, with nothing out-
wardly to suggest the extraor-

dinary capabilities it possesses. The coil and distributor
and all four sparking uﬂ
is the carburetter. _ k
supply trapped by a two-way tap arrangement, while

gs are accessible at once, as also
e latest fuel tank has a reserve

the sipply to the carbur-

well as for the deeper and
narrower radiator shell,
which is chromium plated.
The interior has plenty of
room, the driver’s separate
bucket seat. being adjust-
able simply enough by
ineans of a spanner, and -
both front seats tilt forward

which latter;' in common
with the front seats, -has a
pneumatic cushion.

The attention to detail is

be noticed that the fittings
are of high quality. The
-windscréen and all the win-
dows have safety glass, the
back window as well, for |
which latter the blind can

Tax 88, i~ osTE oy

mechanism, -} - Begine—vear e <2

M.BaMw only suffi- H ' “iser

Gently for'ventilation, and’ {27 3t 1 HERCY
has a suction wiper which™"- I "Teraing circte S22, =
is not' obtrusive; while
there are ventilators in the
scuttle sides. ‘It is pleasing

“H  Welghts 9 owt. 3 ge..

the doors wind up and .
down with alight action,
while attached to ‘the ‘doo

AUSTIN SEVEN SUNSHINE D)FOOz.. ’

7.8 k.p., four cylinders, 86 .76 wn, (747.5 ce.) B

Ei-}«l‘.e}z,; N
Hifjj.ll:.l.;ull‘»l:';
Sl o L

o

. etter can be shut off with-
out lifting the bonnet. The
oil fillér is properly acces-
sible, while, the tap for
draining theé tooling system
is now reached from the
. front of the car, without
raising the bonnet. The
engine stafts at all times

It is hardly’ ible to
have the m-gv“ﬂn con-
venient. " Replenishment
of the gear box is ‘also
effécted  without - lifting
"}l - floorboards, while the ad-
justment 'for. the ‘brakes is

A= R




 

DORSET AUSTIN SEVEN CLUB
SKITTLES EVENING.

A Skittles Evening has been arranged at the Red Lion Inn, Sturminster Marshall on Saturday 26th January 1991. First ball to be bowled at 8 p.m.

A buffet will be provided and the total cost of the evening will be £3-50 per person, this includes the hire of the alley.

Please return the slip below to me before January 12th if you would like to take part, you don't have to play Skittles if you don't want to.

Mervin
Please reserve 
places at the Skittles Evening on 26th January. Cost including buffet will be £3.50 per person. Cheques payable to 'Dorset Austin 7 Club' please.

Return to:- Mr M Frampton, 'Sutherland', Broad Oak, Sturminster Newton, Dorset. Name! 


Address! 


.............................................................................. Tel. No.! 

EVENTS

DECEMBER
Saturday 15th December. DA7C CHRISTMAS DINNER.


Thursday 20th December. CLUB NIGHT at the Whincroft Hotel. 'Noggin and Natter' 8.00 p.m. SPARES WILL BE AVAILABLE.


Thursday 27th December. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford!. 8.30 p.m.
1991
JANUARY - Tuesday 1st January. NEW YEAR'S DAY RUN. Meet at Wimborne Square at 10.45 a.m. sharp. 
Thursday 3rd January. '9 to Late' (for those who want to meet for a natter)' at The Angel, Longham.
Thursday 17th January. CLUB NIGHT at the Whincroft Hotel. 8.00 p.m. A guest speaker with a talk on 'Old Poole'.

Sunday 20th January. CLUB RUN to the Purbecks. Meet at the Viewpoint, Constitution Hill at 10.45 for 11.00 a.m.

Thursday 24th January. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford. 8.30 p.m.

Saturday 26th January. DA7C SKITTLES EVENING at the Red Lion, Sturminster Marshall. Details within.
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