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EDITORIAL
 
DECEMBER 1989

I am grateful to Roger and Rosemary Ballard of 'Merely Motoring' for allowing me to reproduce their brilliant first Austin Seven Christmas card for this month's cover. Roger tells me that they still have a few of these cards in stock, plus some of the cards that they have produced in subsequent years. All of these are unique and reasonably priced.

If it's too late for '89 hoard now for 1990 ; For further details ring Roger or Rosemary - Tel. (0722) 23570 - or send for their brochure which is full of unusual items suitable as presents for motorists or others.  The address is :- Merely Motoring, Laverstock Park, Salisbury, Wilts, SP1 1QJ.

AND ALSO folks you will have been startled, amazed and astonishingly transcendentalised by our striking Yuletide colour edition using, for the first time in Dorset, Pratt's Primitive Synthesised Multichromatic Steam Tintometer Mk. 1 (Patent no. 17AA-fk5382). Hope it brightens your day!
Within you will find part two of 'The Involuntary Stop', Lena's excellent account of the Milton Abbas Run, Forthcoming Events and further revelations.

Have a peaceful and memorable Christmas, beware of the frost and keep some bits rolling in for the Newsletter

John.
JANUARY NEWSLETTER,- Your items welcome by 28th December.
SECRETARIAL
Hi Gang,

Yet another Club Night missed : That's two in a row, and it was

the Auction too, all those missed bargains! I am told there was a record attendance at The Dudsbury and that £44-00 was made for the Club. Excellent.

We have another function for your diary for February 24th next year, and that's a '50s and 60s Evening'. Period dress optional, with a prize for the best man and best woman. (Dress that is!). See this Newsletter for further details.

A very interesting snippet, gleaned from the Bristol Newsletter, caught my eye recently. Did you know that a rubber filler pipe to the tank connection for a Mark II Ford Escort, part no. 1465819, is an exact fit for a Ruby filler connector ?

I trust that you have all put antifreeze into your Austins by now, as it is noticeably colder in the mornings. One Member, a year or so ago, had his block cracked because his engine froze. (Didn't you Bernie?)

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Very Merry Xmas and a Happy and Prosperous Now Year from all of the Committee.

Glyn.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 1989/90

Have you paid up yet ? If not let John Page have your sub. immediately or this may be your last Newsletter. (Shock! Horror!) Yes, we mean it - just ask Whatsisname.
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THE MILTON ABBAS RUN.
SUNDAY 19th NOVEMBER.

Overnight guests on a Saturday night and an A.7. club run on Sunday morning. Problem.

Not wanting to make it too obvious that we wanted to make an early

start; I nipped out of bed at 7 a.m., gagged the cuckoo, pushed the clock hands forward to eight, removed the gag and a bewildered bird flew out of

the clock, and cuckooed eight times loud enough to wake the dead.

Arriving in Wimborne almost on time, we joined eight gleaming Austins, champing at the bit and ready for the off.
-

Dusty and Jane had mapped out a really lovely scenic route through the Tarrants and Winterbournes; picture postcard villages right through to one of the most beautiful, Milton Abbas.

True to form we commandeered the local hostelry, The Hambro Arms. There was an extensive choice on the menu, generous helpings, nicely cooked and served. The regulars started to arrive, vainly searching for empty tables; this was the cue for our contingent to embark on the planned walk.

The one street village with 40 identical cottages, was built between 1771 - 1786 by Squire Joseph Damer (who later became the Earl of Dorchester.) He wanted to erect a mansion near the Abbey, and to obtain his seclusion, he demolished the old village which surrounded the Abbey. The lake at the bottom of the 'new' site was formed when some of the householders refused to sell their leases. Dorchester had the dam cut, which held the lake in front of the Abbey, and the houses were swamped. The Rotter.
'

 To continue our walk we skirted the lake and entered the Abbey.
A church has stood on the site for over a thousand years - building started
on the present Abbey in 1331 and went on from time to time for about 200 years. Various restorations have taken place since then.
-

Henry VIII granted the Abbey House to Sir John Tregonwell in 1540

- a descendant of his became the founder of Bournemouth. End of history lesson.

Returning to the Austins we drove at a cracking pace back to Wimborne, to be entertained to tea by Sue and Mike Topham.

Sitting in the lounge we imbibed large quantities of red wine, made from their own home grown grapes. They don't pussy-foot around with 70 cls and litres, but serve it up in gallons. We then staggered into the dining-room and helped ourselves to a mouthwatering selection of sweet and savoury delicacies.

Fortunately Margaret Seymour had volunteered to help Sue with the coffee brewing - this sobered us up - and we were able to journey home.

Many thanks to Dusty and Jane for organising a most enjoyable run - and to Sue and Mike for providing us with a delicious tea; also allowing us to look at their extensive collection of memorabilia.
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Lena.

(Who also kindly typed it)

SORRY TO HEAR ... at the time of writing, that Merv Frampton is laid up following an operation on his foot. Hopefully he will be back in action by the time this appears.

[image: image8.png]THE TURN OUT... last Club Night was the biggest ever. It was a happy evening with some welcome 'old' and 'new' faces among the throng.

THANKS 
to our 'auctioneers' last Club Night who did a splendid job despite the opposition - and to Jackie for some careful clerking/accounting during the proceedings. Club funds benefited and it was a lot of fun, as ever.

DON'T MISS .... the traditional New Year Day's Run. This is the right and proper way for a Sevener to begin the New Year every year. See 'Events' for next year's venue.

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a warm welcome to new Club Members D. Pardy and C. Trimby. Don't be afraid to make yourself known at Club Meetings. Some newer Members may think that you are old Members who haven't been seen for some time.
The Editor received the above cartoon in the post on the very

day that Phil included it among the slides to accompany his talk on the history of the Austin 7. Quite a coincidence, particularly as your Editor had never seen it before. Thanks Dennis.
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Hidden in the grid above are the names of 15 veteran cars that could be seen in the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run PLUS 10 words associated with Christmas.

Words appear vertically, horizontally or diagonally in straight lines - and, just to make it more interesting some are written back​wards. Words may cross each other.

Why not begin by finding the ALBION, starting in the double square.

Solution next month. Good hunting!

THE INVOLUNTARY STOP continued -  COULD IT BE THE FUEL. SYSTEM

In the fuel system attention can be first directed to the carburettor when tracing the cause of engine failure, although a glance at the filter bowl (if fitted) under the petrol pump may show without more ado where the trouble lies. Apart from this the first procedure should be to remove the float chamber cover or dismount the chamber (according to type), to see how much petrol is within. Absence of petrol should direct investi​gations back towards the source of supply. A normal quantity of petrol should direct it forward.

Dealing with the latter first, the jets should be removed and examined for stoppages -the main jet in particular. An obstruction can be blown clear against the direction of petrol flow. But before emptying the petrol from the float chamber look for globules of water at the bottom. Some of the most puzzling engine failure problems have resulted from water in the fuel. Then the throttle and carburettor controls might be inspected if the trouble is still obscure. On most carburettors if the control becomes disconnected the throttle closes.

 When the float chamber is found to be empty or comparatively so, the first step in tracing back​ward towards the source of supply is to dis​connect the inlet union and look for any stoppage in the filter gauze. Then if all is in order, the petrol pump can be considered. Are all its unions secure as well as the top cover (or glass I filter bowl, according to type)? Air leaks at any of these points will affect the delivery of the fuel.

 The filter in the petrol pump located over the filter bowl or under the cover (whichever type of pump is involved) is a point to examine, as also the small valve plates (accessible on removing their cover plugs.
The latter, if warped or for any other reason unable to seat properly, will render the pump ineffective. With autovac fuel feed there is a vent cap in the top of the unit, and a small conical filter under the inlet union to be examined if the fuel is not reaching the carburettor, and naturally the suction connection from the induction manifold must have its unions at each end secure.

Other points in the petrol system which can possibly be suspected are the union on the petrol pipe at its tank end, which must, of course, be tight, the air vent hole above the float chamber of the carburettor, and (especially on gravity feed models with a dashboard tank) the vent hole in screw-type filler caps. These vents must be kept clear.
While we have briefly surveyed the more likely causes of failure, it must be realised that there are many other possibilities to consider in a complex mechanism such as a car engine.

Thus a defective cylinder-head gasket which allows water to leak into the cylinders can quite easily bring about a stoppage. Loss of cooling water, as discovered on examining the level in the radiator, water dripping from the exhaust (except the usual condensation when starting), and the presence of water in the combustion chambers as found on removal of a plug, will readily point to this trouble.
A timing chain failure, although a rare occurrence,  is also a possibility. It will usually be accompanied by noise and can be verified by removing the valve cover(s) and watching the valves while the engine is turned.
Then, as already mentioned, some stoppages occur following the advent of an unusual noise; sometimes the owner is forced to stop to avoid the engine or some other unit suffering. In these circumstances the noise itself is the essential clue, and if a vital part has failed, a proper repair is the only cure. 
Engine seizures are nowadays few and far between apart from those arising from sheer neglect or abuse. The remedy in case of seizure is to wait for the engine to cool and hope for the best while application of lubricant to the suspected parts will naturally help. 
Yet in nine cases out of ten engine failure, whatever form it takes, will be found to arise, not from any inherent defect in the unit itself

or in any of its auxiliaries, but from some atten​tion that has been neglected, or some abuse of the mechanism. That is a fact which the careless motorist should take to heart. 
Thanks to the Austin magazine - August 1934
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EVENTS

DECEMBER
Friday 15th December. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER, at The Dudsbury. 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.

Sunday 17th December. CLUB RUN (a week earlier than usual) to Downton, Nr. Fordingbridge. Meet at the Furlong Car Park, Ringwood at 10.45 for 11.00 a.m.

 Thursday 21st December. CLUB NIGHT at the TYRRELLS FORD on  the Sopley to Ringwood road (B3347). Noggin and Natter.  OUR ROOM AT THE DUDSBURY IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR THIS MONTH'S CLUB MEETING BECAUSE OF THEIR CHRISTMAS COMMITMENTS.

Thursday 28th December. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford. 8.30 p.m.

1990

JANUARY
Monday 1st January. NEW YEAR'S DAY RUN. Meet at Ringwood Cattle Market at 10.45 for 11 a.m.

Thursday 4th January. '9 to Late' (for those who want to meet for a natter) at the recently refurbished 'Three Bells' at Hordle - on the New Milton to Lymington road. Ring Glyn for directions if uncertain.

Thursday 18th January. CLUB NIGHT at The Dudsbury. 8.00 p.m. Merv and Fran's QUIZ NIGHT

Sunday 21st January. CLUB RUN to the Submarine Museum at Portsmouth - by country lanes route: full details next month.

Thursday 25th January. COMMITTEE MEETING at the Tyrrells Ford 8.30 p.m.

ADVANCE NOTICE - FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 24th February. Dig out your dancing shoes for a 50s & 60s EVENING

at The Dudsbury. £5 to include Ploughman's Supper. Optional 1950s/1960s dress with prizes for the best period dressed gentleman and also lady.

Full details in the January Newsletter.
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