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EDITORIAL

Hello All,

First, welcome to new club members Anthony Rose and to Mr. and Mrs CG Stalker. Please make yourselves known at Club Night.

Second, many congratulations to Paul Mainzer who has just taken over as Master of the Worshipful Company of Cordwainers. Paul is the head of one of the oldest of the merchant guilds, with a history going back over 800 years. A fitting tribute to his years of service within the Company, we all wish him a successful year of office.

As will be seen in Gary's Secretarial, a number of adventurous souls are taking part in the Eurotour organised by the 750 MC. This will entail a mileage of some 200 per day and they will visit 7 capital cities in the fortnight. We wish them a safe and enjoyable trip through England and Europe. Some good weather and freedom from mechanical problems would be welcome, too!

There seems to be a shortage of sales and wants just now. I can't believe that everyone has all the A7 items needed or that Phil the S has covered all the needs of our Club - so don't forget that if you have spares, or even a complete car, to sell, this is the place to do it.

By the time you read this, I too will on the Continent I shall be taking not the Editorial Carriage but the Modern(ish) Estate. I have not learned to get all the essentials for a fortnight in the sun into the Chummy, and where would the Duty Free go?

Last, but not least an apology to Biddy and Gordon. They have been working very hard to produce an amateur dramatic offering to the residents of Lymington, in aid of the Oakhaven Hospice and I mislaid the advert for it. I am sorry you will not, therefore known about an enjoyable evening in support of a very worthy cause. BFN, Miles
SECRETARIAL

Well Folks! The Eurotour is heading up very fast now, in fact, as you read this we should hopefully be on our way. Most of the Dorsets going have pulled their car apart, put them back together and done it all over again, just to be sure! We are hoping to take a pretty comprehensive spares and tool selection between us all so we should be prepared for most mishaps - God forbid.

It is a shame that the Eurotour clashes with the Longbridge Rally but I am sure that there enough Dorsets left in the country to fly the flag in Brum.

The weather could have been better for our annual BBQ, but I believe it all went well and a very merry time was had by all.

The July Run was organised by Richard Cressey, see elsewhere for more details, but suffice it to say what a very enjoyable run with an excellent pub stop:- The Ship Inn at Holton, near Wincanton for any wanting to venture out.

For those that missed it, Phil's talk on racing engines was very informative. I didn't realise that we had such desirable machinery within the club. I would not mind finding a few of those engines in a barn sometime! Phil has also invested quite a bit on behalf of the club on new spares following Spye Park so we have an even more comprehensive stock. By the look of the last club night, members

are making good use of it.

Au revoir, Gary

Richard's Run

The July weather was indifferent as four cars gathered at the Sturminster Newton Mill. The sun didn't want to shine, Richard, our leader for the day, was itching to get going. Paul Williams in his Ruby was there as was Jane in her Tourer and Fran and I "boxed" in as usual.

Then the main contingent arrived from Wimborne, five more cars: Pat and Glyn, Marion and-Ben, Cynthia and John, Joy and George, and Sue and Mike. We zoomed off towards Lydlinch and after a little hiccup, we were all re-united and cruising gently through lanes to Stourton Caundle, Goathill, Milborne Port and Milborne Wick. Everything went smoothly, Richard even found some lanes I've never been down before!

Eventually we arrived at the delightful village pub in Holton. Gary had already arrived and was sampling the beer. He declared it fit for consumption and everyone was pleased with the drinks and the very reasonably priced food, it was obviously a well run establishment.

After lunch, we were off again, back towards Charlton Hawthorne and then we plunged down a slippery, leafy farm track: just the place for some of the enthusiasts who hadn't turned up! We reached the village of Stowell where they were holding an open day festival. There were all kinds of attractions along the village street and in the residential gardens. The tractor and trailer shuttle rides proved a great favourite with the A7

fraternity.

It was a lovely day out, thank you Richard for putting so much thought and effort into the organisation.      





Mervyn
So you want to restore an old vehicle....

The Five Rules of Vehicle Restoration

1.
Upon commencing restoration, tell family and friends which is the more important - them or the vehicle. They're sure to ask once you've started.

2.
Always triple the money you estimated the restoration will need.

3.
Always quadruple the time you estimate the restoration will need.

4.
Remember that the man with the part you desperately need disposed of it last week.

5.
Realise that no matter how good the finished product, an "expert" will always find fault.
I am indebted to John Savage for bringing this piece of essential information back from the Australian National Motor Museum, South Australia. Well travelled lot, us Dorsets!
AUSTIN SEVEN BEGINNINGS - 22

MARGARET and ALAN SEYMOUR - A STORY OF AUSTIN FOLK

All of you, who have recently either won one of the meat prizes in our monthly raffle, or who have bought one of the irresistible Austin Seven shirts, know who this article is about.

Alan, a butcher of high repute at West Howe, has been providing the succulent meat, which enviously those who win prizes four or five know only too well, has always been snaffled up first. Where Alan's meat is concerned, vegetarianism flies through the window; such is its quality. Is this a meat advert? No, merely happy thoughts having won some.

Margaret, meanwhile, took over the selling of the Club 'shirts' some two years ago. These come in almost any colour you desire and in four sizes, small to extra large. Prices are £9:50 for the trendy new polo shirts and the comfy, warm sweatshirts to the amazingly cheap £4:50 Tee Shirt. Into this bargain is built a choice of either the small 3 inch diameter, or the full-frontal, giant motif. The choice is your - all for the same money! A store for these has to be provided. Only now easy for the Seymours as their children have left home and empty cupboards left behind. Incidentally, haven't we all found these shirts to be of excellent quality: very comfortable to wear and tolerant of frequent washing?

Meat, sweatshirts I hear you muttering: what about The Car, alright, alright 

Their 1934 Box TG8199 is the culmination of an ambition fostered by Alan since his late teenage years. We all get our hankies out, and heart felt sympathies, when we hear that Alan, at 19, could not afford the then, to him, impossible sum of £35 to purchase a Seven for sale in Lowther Road.

But, dear friends, S years ago was an advert in Southern Trader for several Austins for sale in deepest Bristol. Once more the 'kindled ambition' burst into flame. Off the Seymours rode, post haste in their modern to a barn where it was 'love at first sight'. There ohm there was the car they could not live without. The owner was not moving on the price. No bargain to be struck. Again, sadly an Austin was not to be Alan's. Reluctantly they set off to return from their fruitless mission, stopping for a commiserating cuppa at the 'Cordon Bleu' Motorway cafe prior to getting onto the M4. Can't you imagine the scene: elbows on the table to support the energyless spine, sipping at tea they didn't want or really need.... a miserable downpoint to what had seemed 'the exciting journey to fulfil a lifelong ambition. Margaret broke the doomed silence with 'You really wanted that car didn't you, Alan?

'Yes' replied Alan, 'but not at that price.'

'Let's go back and have one more try.'

'No,' replied Alan, 'I don't like all the hassle.'

'Well, why don't you phone him with another offer, before we get onto the Motorway?' suggested Margaret.

Pennies found, Alan over the Motorway phone offered £1,900 in cash, and was accepted. In suddenly bright sunshine, with wings on their modern, they 'flew' to the then seller with a brown bag of the necessary. On the barn floor it was spread out and counted. EUREKA! they were the proud owners, at last, of an Austin Seven.

For the very first time in his life, Alan got in and drove an Austin Seven, HIS Austin, home - all along the M4. Margaret still shivers when recalling the total trepidation of such an act: for bringing up the rear, she could see the little Austin getting sucked towards speeding traffic, only to be thrown away as that traffic sped away. Home in one piece, with the amazing bonus of a tyre going completely flat just as they turned into their drive! Actually, the owner had said 'You may need a new tyre on that wheel.' Taking the tyre to Nick, their faithful garage man proved that comment to be so right: the inner tube was magnificently decorated with all of 15 patches. -​

Nick was not only knowledgeable on tyres but could also see a naive pair of owners a mile off and made the brilliant suggestion that they should join the Dorset Austin Seven Club. So it was that 5 years ago, they turned up at the Elm Tree, joined and have since, as I have said, provided meat, sold sweatshirts, been on many runs, outings, made friends, etc, etc, and 2 years ago, Alan won the Driving Tests at Blandford. 'I think the others allowed me to, they being a little too much under the influence,' says Alan in his modest, unassuming way. We know, though, don't we that you don t win the Blandford Tests without skill, real skill!

Maisie, the Box is theirs to stay. 'A goer', a little slow on hills but reliable.

Another lovely story. Now we can all relax over our home brewed tea? Well, not quite for guess what Alan's other ambition is? To own a Double Decker London Bus--..offers to....

BB June 1992

[image: image3.png]PS The difference between a Long Box and a Short Box is that the rear wheel of a Long Box does not break into the corner of the door. What we do learn at places like Breamore and from members like Dave Whetton!

Servicing Automatic Ignition Controls

In order to keep the engine running at its most efficient, it is necessary to "advance" the timing of the spark as the engine speed increases, i.e. make the spark occur earlier in the engine cycle. On pre-​Ruby cars this is achieved by adjusting the manual "IGN" lever at the centre of the steering wheel. This causes the body of the distributor to rotate in relation to the rotor arm inside it. In 1934, with the introduction of the Ruby, the ignition advance was made automatic by a centrifugal governor contained in the base of the distributor. The bob weights on the governor cause the cam to rotate slightly in relation to the shaft which is driving it. So as the engine speed increases, the cam advances and the spark occurs earlier: as the speed falls, the bob weights start to return to their normal position in relation to the cam, thus retarding the ignition. ( See Fig 1)

[image: image4.png]If this mechanism is inoperative in the static or closed position, the ignition is permanently retarded which will cause reduced performance, high petrol consumption and a hot- inning engine. Conversely, should it remain in the fully advanced position, difficulty in starting may be experienced through back-firing which may damage the starter drive. Pinking and knocking will also be experienced upon acceleration and when climbing hills under full throttle conditions.

[image: image5.png]Wear in the mechanical parts of the governor is an often unsuspected cause of trouble. Usually the wear in these parts is so gradual that the effect it has upon the performance of the car is not noticed. Wear in the toggles and pivot pins becomes evident after a considerable mileage, while loss of tension in the return springs results in over advancement at certain speeds.

Excessive wear between the cam and the spindle results in a varying gap between the contact breaker points which invariably gives rise to mis-firing. This is often a source of trouble on cars that have covered a high mileage, and much needless expense is caused by replacing spark plugs, condensers etc, when the real trouble lies in the cam assembly.

The mechanism consists of two weights, located in position on the revolving drive plate by pivot pins. The weights are connected to the lower part of the cam by toggles and two return springs retain the weights in their closed or static position. (See Fig 2).

As the speed of the drive plate increases, the two weights pull apart under centrifugal force, overcoming the tension of the return springs and turning the contact breaker m the direction of rotation by means of the toggles, thus advancing the spark. With a decrease in engine speed, the centrifugal force acting on the weights is reduced and the return springs draw them inwards which in turn draws m the toggles and retards the spark. When the engine is stationary, the weight are in their closed position which gives the correct degree of retard for starting purposes. It should be noted that the cam is not a fixture on the end of the driving spindle but is free to

rotate by movement of the weights.

Most troubles experienced with the centrifugal advance unit are caused through lack of lubrication. The cam sleeve where it fits over the upper end of the driving spindle is especially susceptible to neglect of this nature, which often results in a complete seizure. The pivot pins and toggles also require periodic lubrication to ensure an easy action and to minimize wear.

Lubrication should be made at intervals of 1,000 miles by removing the rotor arm and applying a few drops of engine oil to the hollow end of the cam. The centrifugal advance mechanism should receive similar attention. Whilst lubrication is essential, an excess of oil should be avoided otherwise it may be deposited on the contact breaker points. Avoid the use of vegetable based oils for lubrication purposes.

To check that the cam assembly is properly lubricated, the rotor arm should be pressed in the direction of rotation. It should turn several degrees then return immediately to its static position when the pressure is released. Where the return springs are broken or weakened, the position of the cam may be in the fully advanced position, thus permitting no further forward movement when pressure is applied. To differentiate between this and a stiff or seized cam sleeve, if no forward movement is possible, pressure should be applied m the opposite direction. If the cam freely moves back then the trouble lies with the return springs​.
Assuming that the cam assembly is stiff or tight upon the spindle, a little penetrating oil should be applied to the hollow end of the cam. After a few minutes the rotor arm should be replaced and gently work backwards and forwards until the action is free and the cam is returned to its static position by the return springs. The cam can then be lubricated with engine oil.

An excessively worn cam sleeve or spindle results in a sloppy fitting assembly which makes a consistent gap impossible between the contact breaker points. While a small degree of play is normal, this should not exceed .O(15". The amount of permissible play is largely determined by the position of the distributor. Those which are vertically mounted often operate quite satisfactorily with a degree of play in excess of the figure quoted above.

To check for excessive wear and play in these parts, turn the engine until the contact breaker points are open. Remove the rotor arm and rock the cam by the fingers towards and away from the fibre heel of the contact breaker assembly. The variation in the gap setting is taken with a feeler gauge and generally this be within the limits stated above. Excessive wear will necessitate replacement of the cam assembly or the driving spindle, or both. Wear in the spindle bush also results in a varying gap.

Where it is necessary to inspect the return springs, toggles and pivot pins, the contact breaker base plate must be removed. An exploded view of the Lucas DK4 distributor as fitted to the Austin Seven is shown at Fig 3. The advance mechanism is dismantled by removing the screw and washer which secures the cam into position on the spindle, then lifting it clear of the toggles. The toggles are dismantled by removing the return springs and then lifting away. This is followed by the two weights. The pivot pins on the foot of the cam assembly may then be carefully inspected for wear and ridging. The pivot pin holes on the toggles and weights are similarly inspected.
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While the mechanism is dismantled it is a good idea to renew the sprigs which will have lost tension, especially if the car has been in use for any length of time. Care must be taken to obtain the correct replacement springs otherwise the control will be inaccurate. When replacing the springs, they should be retained in the inner small hole of the toggle. Inspection of the toggles will reveal that there are 2 small holes on each toggle, one of which may become blocked and the spring is often fitted to the incorrect hole.

Adapted from an article in the MA7C newsletter

CLUB EVENTS

AUGUST

Thursday 20 Aug Club Night. A Noggin and Natter based on restoration. Please bring your restored 'item' to the Elm Tree. Everything from a carburettor to a complete car is welcome.

Sunday 23 Aug Club Run. Meet at the Safeways Car Park, 10:00 for a 10:15 departure. Jane Symmonds will meet the convoy at 10:30 at the roundabout just outside Bere Regis on the A31 Wimborne road.

-000-​

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 3 Sep Nine til Late. For those who like to gather for an informal natter, meet at the Horn's, Dudsbury

Thursday 17 Sep Club Night. Back to normal after the holiday period, 8:00 pm at the Elm Tree where there should be a talk on transport.

Sunday 27 Sep Club Run. Meet at the Safeways Car Park for a Treasure Hunt through West Dorset. No maps are needed, just pencils, paper and a small container for the treasure! Navigation skills will not be tested and there will be time for a pint on the way round. The start opens at 10:15 and closes at 11:15

-000​-
OTHER EVENTS

12 - 13 Sep Beaulieu Autojumble. One of the highlights of the year, this annual rip off is well advertised in the motoring press. If you like large crowds and enormous quantities of stalls, this event is a must. You will meet many friends, too.

Sunday 20 Sep RNLI Run. This is a very popular event organised by the National Westminster Bank MC, with all proceeds to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution. Free coffee at the start and half way point, bring a picnic or take part in the excellent lunch. Details from Mr Fred Puttock at Clearstreams, Valley Road, Tarrant Keynston, Blandford, Dorset, DT11 9JE.

