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EDITORIAL
This month is supposed to be the beginning of spring but from my window all I can see is rain! With the spring also comes the Budget and it is good to see that the Chancellor has only raised our rate of vehicle excise duty to £70 per year or £38:50 for six months!

The weather has not prevented the stalwart Dorsets from getting out and about again. The main attraction this month was the run out to Ocean Village to see the SS Shieldhall. Another very good turnout saw some 15 A7s in convoy to Southampton. Nice as it is to see so many Sevens together, organisers are having to think hard about how we can avoid holding up other road users. Perhaps staggered start times or maybe just two groups. If you have any views on this thorny topic, I'd like to hear them.
As I put this edition together, another intrepid bunch of Dorsets are off to Silverstone, in moderns I gather, to watch the vintage races organised by the VSCC. The weather is pretty horrid so I hope they had some good racing to watch. Hopefully, there will be a report next month.
While on the subject of the VSCC, Jo Moss who now drives a 4 Litre Invicta in their events had a good season, coming second in the Ladies Trophy. I see from their quarterly Bulletin that she has also been elected to their committee for 1993. Well done, Jo!

Club membership continues to grow and on your behalf, I would like to extend a warm welcome to Kevin Baggs, of Kinson, Bournemouth who brings to the Club a 1933 Box Saloon and a 1937 Austin Ten 'Cambridge'. I had the good fortune to meet another new member, Tony Baxter at the start of the February Run. Tony owns a 1937 Ruby which he is restoring. I haven't forgotten, Tony that I promised to find out about your registration number! Welcome to you both.

Sadly, I shall be climbing in the Lake District when you receive this and will miss the next Club Night. Please pass all newsletter articles to Phil who will pass them on to me. Have a good Easter, See you on the next Run.

BFN, Miles
SECRETARIAL

Well Folks,

As I write this, Easter is only 2 weeks away. When you read this, we'll be on the way back. We have a good contingent this year, although some of have been to Bayeux before, it always remains a very pleasant town.

For those of you who insure your Seven through the Clubs Association Scheme with Richardson Hoskin, I have discovered that if you travel abroad an organised rally, then you can get free 'green card' cover. This will save you £15 - so bear it in mind for future Club rallies.

Merv's Barn Dance evening was a great success, with about 60 members and friends in attendance. Glyn tells me that he wishes a few more had dressed up, but if you were there and saw "him', you would know why!
Club night saw a very good technical talk on crack testing, although the ladies decided to hold their own party in the bar. We do try to keep evenings of strictly male interest to the minimum so the odd one surely cannot cause complaint. The ladies enjoyed themselves anyway, so I hear.

Many thanks to Brian Wilbourne for once more organising the run out. A very interesting day. I think we have more active members in our small club than some of the larger one. Long may it last! See you at Club Night - Gary.

AUSTIN SEVEN BEGINNINGS - 32 - A Story of Austin Folk JEFF and MARILYN BRIDGE
Redundancy combined with the Daffodil Run and ambition brought Jeff and Marilyn to Austin Sevens! Beat that if you can!

The Austin 7 love affair started as Daffodil Run Austin Seven cars passed the garage where Jeff worked. "1'm going to have one of those when I'm fifty" promised Jeff to himself. Redundancy reared its ugly head and new job finding happened! A year later, Jeff still had a job and his sticky fingers on the redundancy cash. "I'll go for it, now or never" though Jeff. Obviously knocks like losing one's job put a new perspective on 'waiting till fifty' to start living.

Paper scanning found a lost one (guy said he'd save it, then let it go before Jeff could get there!) in Portsmouth. 'Southern Trader' led Jeff to Samuel Jackman with 1931 Short Box WP 220, amongst many more sitting in his garden. Buying it became difficult: husband and wife didn't want to sell. Seems it was the first of his collection (A7s, Bullnoses and MGs) that he had 'done up'. Chatting round and round revealed that seller Jackman came to Winston Avenue to buy spares for his Bullnose Morris. The avenue backs onto Jeff's road. The sale was agreed on the condition that the Box could be looked at whenever spares were collected! Redundancy cash changed hands; Jeff has a beautiful car, he and the Jackmans send cards to each other and meet up at Breamore and Spye park. They've become friends but as Jeff says, he'll never sell the car, even back to his new friend the previous owner. His own daughter has earmarked it! Only small bits of work have needed doing and Frank Joblin has cheerfully helped out with those: electronics, back axle etc.

Bumping into a then stranger Willie McKenzie outside a fish shop caused Phil Whitter's phone number to be handed to Jeff. Next thing, eight years ago, he spent his first club night hearing about the Swanage Railway sitting next to Bill Quayle, having first been told to 'sit quietly in the back' row and keep quiet!' In the nicest possible Dorset Club way, of course! The Club is very important to Jeff for as he says, "Where would we be without it. The spares, the comradeship, the invaluable know-how. Well, I couldn't operate without it."

Some happy making things have happened to Jeff in connection with Seven-owning. One that a friend dug up a limestone-encrusted temperature gauge in his back garden; now cleaned it's fitted and in perfect working order. Another, after refusing to take any money for loaning a trailer to a bloke at Lymington Show, was that he was given a perfectly good carburettor which had been knocking around in the fellow's tool box for years! As Jeff says "Makes you wonder how many more good spares are knocking about in old tool boxes."

Jeff does as many runs as he possibly can and always lends a hand where emergency jobs are needed. He didn't say that, I did, from personal experience and observation. First when he, with the aid of Scott Whibley, at Breamore made up a cardboard gasket, and secondly there he was helping John and Marion with their potential non-runner on the cold, New Year's Day run. No doubt there are many more who could pay tribute to his smiling, unsung kindnesses too.

Already the car has been used as a christening car for Katie Joblin, a wedding car for Liza's Boy and Girl's Brigade leader and is shortly to be used for a northern wedding.

Jeff has the bug and is putting together a Special bought from Bernie. Marilyn laughingly tells of Austin Seven bits on top of wardrobes, under beds, in the garage, conservatory etc. She, dear girl, whilst insisting her part is to look decorative, is hopeful of driving the Special if a four speed synchromesh gearbox is fitted. Then, my friends, the Special being a two seater.... guess who will be the decorative, not to say back axle weight part of the team. (Only joking Jeff; we all know that you'll be a two car operation then!)

Jeff, you're a tonic! Does the Government know that positive living can come from a bit of redundancy?

BB Jan 1993

THE MOT TEST vs THE AUSTIN 7

With the onset of the new rally season, many of you will be dragging you Austin Seven out of hibernation once again. Since your car's last MOT, the regulations have altered - and of course tightened up!

Apart from the usual checks on steering, brakes, vehicle structure, electrics, etc, the following extra points will now apply to all cars, including Austin Sevens, according to my MOT man:

Both front seats should be fitted, secure and in an upright position. Bodywork, including spare wheel carrier, should be firmly mounted.

No jagged, torn or corroded splits will be allowed in body work, wings etc.

No cracks, stickers or other items which obscure the drivers vision will be permitted within the wiper sweeping zone.

The chassis number must be visible.

Number plates must be undamaged, clean, and of a recognizable type. The rear one must be illuminated.

The petrol supply equipment must be firmly fixed, uncorroded, with a good cap and there must be no leaks.

Finally tyres fitted to cars first registered after 2 Jan 1933 must have a minimum tread depth of 1.6 mm. Vehicles registered before this date remain at 1 mm.

I must stress that the above should be used for guidance only. All this extra work will, however, now set you back £24 for the test.

Happy Motoring! Gary

Editors Note:

Arthur Jeddere-Fisher, who is the legal adviser to the Federation of British Historic Vehicles Clubs and has had considerable input to the new regulations advises "While it may be useful for veterans and the unbraked wheels of early cars, I venture the opinion that in the event of an accident the courts would take notice of a tread depth under 1.6 mm in the same way as the non-use of seat belts was taken into consideration before belting up was compulsory. There is no doubt that faster cars stop significantly better with 1.6 mm than 1 mm so those who take undue advantage of this concession may do both themselves and the rest of us disservice.

Other notes on the MOT from FBHVC:

Single dipping optional headlights - as fitted to some pre 1929 Austin 7s - the new MOT Inspection Manual (part 1, page 3, centre column) has an added note:​

Pre January 1931 vehicles:

For vehicles that are fitted with one or two optional headlights:

Where one is fitted it must dip; Where two are fitted, either both must dip or one must dip and the other switches off.

Fine for those who want to be original during daylight but not at all recommended for use at night or in conditions of poor visibility. Whether single dipping really complies with the law remains for the courts to decide - lets hope they are never called upon to do so.

See also last months guide to prompting your MOT man.
EUROTOUR SPARES

In case any of you thought that the Spares Secretary's car was slow up the hills in Europe, here is a list of what was being carried - it might be useful for future long distance events! Items used by myself and others are marked *

· 1 gal petrol

· Vacuum tube 
· Wheel nuts

· 3 1/2 litres oil
· Solder 
· Front hub

· 1/2 litre back axle oil 
· Flux 
· Back hub

· 1/2 litre water

· Foot pump 
· Starter switch

· penetrating oil
· Petrol tube and fittings 
· Fan and pulley

· silicone rubber 
· Spring packing
· Crankshaft and rods
· red Hermetite
· Front spring leaf
· one Con rod
· valve grinding paste

· Rear spring leaf
· Oil filler cap
· Loctite High Strength
· All engine Bearings
· petrol filler cap
· Studlock

· Wheel bearings
· All radiator caps
· Nutlock

· Axle bearings
· Distributor caps
· Bearing Fit
· Copper pipe and nipples

· HT cap
· Super Glue

· All piston sizes (2 of each)

· HT lead

· Engineers Blue 
· All piston rings
· Windscreen wipers

· Gas Torch 
· 2 sets clutch levers 
· Tappets

· Electric Drill * 
· 3 Brake shoes
· Spring pins & bushes

· Drills 
· Brake cams and spindles * 
· All sizes nuts

· Shim Stock * 
· Brake springs *
· Stepped studs

· Copper sheet 
· Brake pivots 
· Studs
· Taps and dies
· Brake levers
*
· Core plugs
· Expanding reamers
· Brake linings
· Wheel studs
· King pin reamer
· Brake rods

· Big end bolts

· BSW Socket set
· Brake cables 
· King pins and bushes

· Full set o/e spanners 
· All sizes cotters
· All shock absorber parts

· Set Box spanners *
· All sizes keys
· Spring shackles and bushes
· Clutch compressor
· Half shaft
· 4 fan belts

· Ring clamps 
· Timing gears
· Carburettor

· Flywheel puller
· Fan pulley 
· Fuel pump
· Hub puller
· Dynamo and distributor

· Fuel pump kit

· Three leg puller
· Dynamo housing
· Updraught carb & jets

· Copper & Hide mallet 
· Coil

· Brake drum
· locking tool

· Valves 
· Hacksaw

· Valve guides
· Multimeter 
· Valve springs
· Tow rope

· Valve pins
· Puncture repair kit

· Camshaft
· Tyre levers
· Spring U bolts

· Emery paper
· Clutch centre plate 
· Files 
· Carden pin and block
· Contact points
· file

· Fabric coupling
· Wire

· Hardy Spicer coupling

· Insulating tape
· Torque tube ball


· Rubber Tape
· Torque tube sockets

· Stanley knife & 10 blades 

· Tie rod sockets 

· Points (all years)

· Electrical tools
· Condensers (all years) 
· Waterproof sheet
· Plugs (14 & 18 mm) 
· Torch 
· Rotor arms (all years) 
· Overalls
· Distributor drive gears 
· Reflective triangle

· Clutch levers and pivots
· Split pins 
· Side water housing 

· Punches 
· Top water housings 

· Swafega 
· 2 hoses 

· All gaskets x 2
· Oil pump 

· Tyre pressure gauge 
· Steering arms
· Inner tube
· Track rod arms
WISH I HAD CARRIED
· Rear oil scrolls - both broken, crankshafts smashed the scrolls!

NOT CARRIED

· Gearbox spares

· Steering box Spares

· Crown wheel and pinion

OTHER STUFF CARRIED 

· In addition to the spares, the car carried a tent, 2 camp beds, 2 sleeping bags, 2 pillows, 2 chairs, 1 table, gas stove, bowl, a suitcase of clothes, a box of food, a blanket, raincoats and an umbrella! From Calais were added 150 bottles of beer, 3 bottles of spirits & 6 packets of sweets! Thanks, Herbert for such a wonderful car.
PHIL WHITTER

THE AUSTIN SEVEN LIBRARY - OTHER USEFUL BOOKS

So far we have looked at the various books devoted to Austin Sevens or about Lord Austin. There are many other publications which contain interesting or useful information about our sort of cars and the personalities they attracted over the years. So this month, I would like to take a short glance at some of these books, magazines and periodicals.

First of all, the magazine scene. There are so many specialist magazines available that it is difficult to know where to begin. I do not &et any on a regular basis, mainly because I feel most of what needs to be said about Austins, their racing history and their maintenance has already been said. I used to take MOTOR SPORT and my collection of bound volumes covers the period 1950 to 1987 when they changed the size and style. Now that Bill Boddy plays such a reduced part in the magazine, the coverage is superficial. PRACTICAL CLASSICS is OK but the production is too amateurish to be of use. I like THE AUTOMOBILE and have several years worth of it on my shelves but the coverage is too wide for me to get it on a regular basis. I used to like THOROUGHBRED & CLASSIC CAR and have the first ten years on the shelf. Jonathan Wood "discovered" Stanley Edge in that period and there were many really well researched and almost accurate articles to read. It has changed its readership from the old car owner to the classic owner so the material is not much to my liking nowadays. There were others such as Collectors Car and OLD MOTOR which were good to read but are sadly no longer with us. Before moving on, I should mention that both MOTOR and AUTOCAR covered many aspects of Austineering both before the War and since. Careful study of the bound volumes in the library at Beaulieu will show you which ones to hunt out at the next Autojumble.

Other books you should know about include St John C Nixon's WOLSELEY CARS. This is one of the classic tales of the motor industry, written by a great enthusiast who contributed a very great deal to the recording of the British Motor Industry. This particular volume covers the firm from the time it was set up in Australia, Austin's early experiments with motor cars and his departure to for the Austin Motor Company. Compelling reading and some good photographs. The sporting trialist will enjoy CAN May's WHEELSPIN and MORE WHEELSPIN which recount the days before and after the War when the author was a member of the MG Cream Cracker trials team. Our interest will be roused by the references to the Grasshopper Austins, Bert Hadley and Charles Goodacre. I also enjoyed reading Rodney Walkerley's BROOKLANDS TO GOODWOOD, the history of the BARC. Many of the personalities found around the Austin experimental shop are mentioned and it is interesting to see how many of them contributed to the running of motor sport in later life. .

The sports enthusiast should not miss Chris Gould's Guide to Building Replica Austin Ulsters. There is no-one more knowledgeable than Chris on any of the sporting models and the information in this short book is the best available anywhere. I acquired a copy of the Austin Ex-Apprentice Association's 50`h Reunion Dinner commemorative booklet which was written by Freddie Henry as a tribute to Lord Austin. A splendid booklet with much rare material. The Profile Publications No 39 covers the Austin Seven. Long out of print, new or mint condition copies keep appearing, I wonder if someone is reprinting them!

Brooklands books, now owned by Haynes, I believe, did several photocompilations in the 70s and 80s, each consisting of reprinted contemporary articles from Light Car, Motor, Autocar etc. All are good value if you can find them. titles include AUSTIN SEVEN CARS 1930 - 1935, Austin Seven in the Thirties and Austin Seven 1922 - 1982. Inevitably there is some duplication in coverage but the coverage is not available elsewhere. Another useful addition the bookshelf is Bob Wyatt's The Austin Seven, A Pictorial Tribute published by Connoisseur Carbooks. Again, there are many rare pictures in this little volume. I particularly enjoyed the sections on the sporting and racing versions.

Bill Boddy has written extensively on motoring history and his soft spot for the Austin is well known. He brings together much interesting material in the Motorsport Book of the Austin Seven. Again, this booklet is out of print and copies are expensive, even if you can find them at Autojumble. One book which has just been re-issued is the Ulster Vintage Car Club's book of The Ards TT. It is an example of the very best research done by amateurs for the sheer pleasure of it. There are full lists of cars, drivers, results and many fascinating pictures of the races. I had a copy on the driving seat when I retraced the route several years ago. The spot where Arthur Waite ended his racing career is easy to see, as is the reason for his crash. There are many other publications which there simply isn't room to mention so I will pause here and return to the theme next month. If anyone wishes to mention his favourite Austin, or indeed any other motoring publication, please let me know.

Miles
A PUZZLE FOR EASTER

.Arthur Cox kindly sent this picture puzzle, one of a set from a pre-War game. The object is for you :o determine the reason for thinking that a crime had been committed. There will be a small prize for the first person to tell me the correct answer. Please note that I shall be away from Saturday 10 April until Sunday 18 April! For the slower viewers, the answer will appear next month, along with another puzzle.
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Silverstone Vintage Races. The VSCC hold another vintage race meeting at Silverstone on Sat 12 June, ~:; practice starts at 9:30 am with the main races beginning at 1 pm. I can get tickets at a cost of £8:50 each, including paddock transfer. Please let me know if you want tickets before the late May Bank Holiday. MILES

CLUB NOTICE BOARD

THANKS AGAIN to Jane Whibley for printing another supply of address labels for the Newsletter envelopes. This is very helpful and eases the task of distribution.

THANKS, TOO, to all the Club Members who have generously donated prizes to the raffle. It adds variety to the range of prizes and helps offset the cost of our meetings.

FOR SALE

Trailer Axle 34" wide with hubs and 17" wheels and tyres £25 and Front Offside Wing for Austin Seven. Possibly 1924-26 Tourer. Good original condition. Contact D Tanner on Ringwood 474360

THREE AUSTIN CENTRE WHEELS. Fair condition. Also front axle, ex trailer. £60 ONO. Contact Tony Round on Christchurch 477494

1934 Austin 7 restored running chassis with Hamblin Cadet 2 seater aluminium body fitted. Speedex front axle, hydraulic brakes, twin SUs, 15" front wheels and 17" rear wheels. £1950. Contact Tim Lane on 0300 20219
***************************************************************************
* SPARES * * SPARES * * SPARES * * SPARES * * SPARES * * SPARES * *
NEW BEARING SERVICE FOR DA7C MEMBERS

The stocking of a full range of Austin 7 bearings requires not only a fair investment of capital but also specialist engineering knowledge to ensure the correct fit and necessary machining of modern bearings when used to replace certain applications in the Austin (e.g. matched angular contact on crank and pinion shafts). I am pleased to tell you that:

· Willie McKenzie is now the official bearing supplier to DA7C members.

· He carries the full stock of bearings normally advertised by our spares suppliers.

· Bearings are available to you at greatly reduced prices

PLEASE MAKE ALL YOUR ENQUIRIES FOR AUSTIN BEARINGS TO WILLIE McKENZIE on Corfe Mullen (0202) 694351

Finally don't forget that the DA7C Spares Scheme is the only place where you can currently obtain new oil jets for Austin 7s. They are only £3:50 each and are available on Club Night.

Regards

Phil Whitter
CLUB EVENTS

APRIL

Thursday 15 Apr Club Night. More vintage video this month not the Noggin and Natter but Phil will have the Spares out if you need that elusive part.

Sunday 18 Apr
Club Run. Details are still scarce but if you turn up at Safeways Car Park, Wimborne at 10 o'clock, Dusty will lead you on one of his special trips!

Thursday 22 Apr Committee Meeting at Tyrell's Ford. Normal start time.

MAY

Thursday 6 May
9 til Late. Meet at the Fish, Ringwood for a gathering to chat among friends.

Thursday 20 May Club Night. An informal skittles night at the Elm Tree so there will be no spares, unless you have asked Phil to bring along the goods!

Sunday 23 May Driving Tests at Blandford Camp. Format will be similar to previous years. Meet at the Safeways Car Park at 10:30 am. The only entrance is via Blacks Lane. The entrance from the A354 is closed.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday 20 Jun Canal Trip planned by Merv, we should be bound for a day's sailing on the canal at Bathampton again. Places will be limited, as last year, so keep the date free and book early!

10/11 July Swanage Railway Rally we are organizing the car part of this weekend. Gary has full details elsewhere. Should be a great weekend so make a note to keep the date free.

Saturday 17 Jul Summer Barbecue. This popular event will be held at 7:30 pm at the picnic site at Wilverley in the New Forest. Booking form and further details in the June Newsletter.
OTHER EVENTS

Sunday 25 Apr
Daffodil Run. Some members will be gathering in Stockbridge, on the main road, to watch the Daffodil Run. Cars should start arriving from 10:30-ish!

Sunday 9 May VSCC WISCOMBE PARK Hill Climb Held in the lovely grounds of the Park and using the drive to the house as the course, this a very enjoyable and friendly meeting. Wiscombe Park is near Honiton and entry costs £4:50 per person. No dogs!

Sunday 27 Jun Michael Sedgwick Run This usually starts at Beaulieu and covers about 75 miles through the countryside to another museum. Last year the route ran from the Ordnance Survey in Southampton to Middle Wallop via Gunson Down Hill Climb Course. Details available from NMM Beaulieu.

26/27 June Spye Park Rally. Run by the Bristol Club, this is one of the best and most friendly rallies. Usually has a good turnout of Dorsets, many of whom make a weekend of it to go to the Barn Dance on Saturday evening. Full details next month

