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EDITORIAL
APRIL 19R9

Last month's cover picture was, of course, Paul with his newly completed Chummy. This month's is a snap of a rare car seen at the 1987 National Rally. " It is a Gordon England Sunshine Saloon with fabric body and believed to be the only one still in existence. The cross-members in the open roof can Just he seen.

I still don't know whether or no', to put unleaded petrol in the Box. Some say it's safe to do so, but it needs an additive to provide upper cylinder lubrication, but no one agrees on what sort and how much. Apparently the problem is that the A7 engine doesn't have hard metal seatings for the valves and damage could he done here. Others say, 'Just adjust the timing'. Can't someone come up with some detailed and certain advice?

Bernie has discovered a 1931 'Light Car and Cyclecar' magazine from which we have lifted some mouthwatering sales advertisements. Enjoy them within. Imagine having today's money and these car prices - let alone the choice of models. Wouldn't it be luverley?

Thanks to all those who have contributed to this month's Newsletter. 


John

Secretarial 
Hi Gang,

Winter seems to have come, as it is snowing out-side as I write this.

It is all a bit different from the weather we had in Jersey on the club's Easter holiday. We were very lucky as an awful forecast had been given. I understand that an account of the trip will appear later in these pages.

I attended the Extraordinary General Meeting of the Austin Seven Clubs Association along with Gary Munn on Sunday 12th March at Bromsgrove, West Midlands. The meeting had been called to discuss the possible demolition of Lickey Grange, former house of Sir Herbert Austin, and what, if anything, the association could do to save the building, Lea Gammon (association editor) laid out the background as follows:- Austin bought Lickey Grange in 1910 with 200 acres, when he died in 1941 the property was acquired by the Birmingham Royal Institute for the Blind. The property with 26 acres was developed during the 1950's onwards with extra wings being added, residential blocks and a swimming pool etc..

Now numbers of residents has dropped and the institute no longer need the house, and so it was 'proposed to sell it to a developer who would demolish the whole property and build flats. Bromsgrove planning dept. met to consider detailed plans on the 15th January and a decision was deferred for a site meeting on 9th February Steve White (pre war A7 club) and Les Gammon met Mr Hunt of Bromsgrove planning committee and registered an objection, television and newspapers, councillors and the Birmingham Conservation Officer were contacted and a small contingent of Austin '7'a and an Austin 12 hold a protest 'rally' outside Lickey Grange on the day of the planners visit and were filmed by Central T.V. Many of the planners were in fact sympathetic in their conversation, their Chairman, Mr Bache is an ex Austin man. When interviewed by the television he did say he thought the house should not be demolished. The Birmingham Conservation officer contacted English Heritage who had a D.O.E. inspector sent there on the following Friday, and he and Mr Hunt had a site visit and agreed he would recommend Listing the building straight away, to be confirmed by the Secretary of State. Bromsgrove planners then had a meeting and agreed a Building Preservation Order for 6 months.

Mr Blackstreet, surveyor of Grimley's (the developers) rang Lea Gammon and offered to meet the association on Sunday evening 19th January and suggested three options, all entailed the association withdrawing objections.

1. Sale to an Austin group on a 125 year lease.

2. Sale to a private developer with possibility of no future use. 
3. Naming of the proposed new flats Austin Court with a 'bust and

plaque' at the end of a garage block.

The meeting then continued discussing what, if anything, the association could further do to prevent demolition.
It was suggested that perhaps a Federation of all Austin Clubs could be formed and that a Limited Company be formed from this and offer shares, though what the building could be used for was unsure, perhaps offices or for conferences. It was decided to form, a sub committee to promote preserving Lickey Grange however the committee thinks fit. It was further decided to ask all member clubs for 50p per member for a fighting fund to pay expenses for the committee to proceed further.: (Dorset sent their £2.5 after such discussion at the March committee meeting. This then is the story to date.

Changing the subject completely.' I had a letter recently from Robin Newman of the South Wales A7 Club, thanking us for the Get Well wishes we sent, He says that he is improving well after his stroke and can now get around with the aid of a stick, We wish his continued,

recovery,

Well at last that's all from me this month. –See you Club Night    
Glyn

RACHEL SMITH (aged 5)
Club Members will be sad to know that Chris and Linda-Smith's much loved daughter, Rachel, died at her home on 21st March.

In admiration for 'Rachel's bravery and the courage and commitment of

Chris, Linda and Rebecca your Committee proposes to support donations requested in Rachel's memory to the Leukemia Research Fund and the Wessex Cancer Trust Children's Fund.

Donations from Club Members would be much appreciated. Such donations may be made at Club Meetings or by cheque made out now to Dorset Austin Seven Club, marked Rachel Smith, and sent to Lawrence, our Treasurer.

SPARKFORD MOTOR MUSEUM RUN -
-
SUNDAY 19th MARCH

It must be rare for someone to be asked to write a report on a run organised by their spouse. I could be really critical I suppose but since I have to live with him, I had better watch what I say.

We had arranged to meet the rest of the Club at Sturminster Newton Mill and found Lawrence and son Guy already waiting. After about fifteen minutes we were joined by Bernard, Jack and family in their Mmm well that red car Bernie sometimes
- drives, who informed us that Nick Moffat had engine problems and thus the Club's departure from Wimborne had been delayed. While waiting, however, we had an interesting chat -to the women who runs the Mill. (She suggested we visit the Mill one day, which, since we meet there so often, might he a good idea) and discussed everyday things like the water table, river pollution, privatisation and the fact that there has been a mill in use there since Roman times. Finally the rest of the Sevens arrived and also John arid Gay in their modern (see last month's Newsletter for an explanation). Nick Moffat had decided to return home but there was still a good turn-out with John and Cynthia in the Ruby (he'd washed the Mulliner the day before and didn't want to get it dirty - as if Richard would consider using anything hut made-up roads), Biddy and Gordon in their two-seater, Paul in the Chummy, Glyn and Pat in the Tickford, Gary in his Box, Bob in his Ruby, Lawrence and Guy in the Box and ourselves in the R.N.

Since we were running half an hour late, we had to curtail the run slightly so missed going through Tripps, Lime Kiln, Haydan and Co-at hill but managed to take in Stauton Caundle, Purse Caundle, Milhorne Port, Three Arch Bridge, Milbourne Wick, Charltan Horethorne, Blackford, Woolston and North Cadbury (this has the beginnings of a John Betjeman poem). At Blackford, rather than drive along the dual carriageway, we took a narrow lone which in turn led into a good Cressey track - only a little muddy but I thought the puddles more than made up for the lack of a ford. We finally arrived . at the pub, only to learn they had been expecting us the previous Sunday. However, we were quickly installed in the dining room, with many_ tucking into a traditional roast and others being adventurous with an Eastern Feast.- The puddings were pretty good too and promise I won't tell Emma about the extra sugar and cream on the apple pie, Paul.
Replete, it was time to head for the Museum at Sparkford where we were given the message that Nick and Grace had made it home safely and expected to be running smoothly in time for the Jersey trip.

The Museum has grown considerably since opening and with a clever use of mirrors looks bigger than it is (the mirrors are supposed to let you see the back of the car without climbing over the ropes). The range of models is wide, with modern classics and rarities- a stainless steel De Lorean for example - as well as earlier vehicles, such as the Stanley Steamer.' An enormous American front wheel. drive Cord also caught the eye. There was even a Sinclair C5 tucked in a corner.
Having examined the cars in the museum, it was time to have a quick look at a Chummy parked outside. Very rough and obviously well used it turned out to be the
. 'Coleman's Drive' Chummy. We were then privileged to witness a fine example of male 'poseury' as two chaps attempted to load a silver Lamborghini onto a trailer. They were obviously in training for Grand Prix pit work as they trotted about at double pace. We watched as they started and revved the engine, we watched as they crouched and lined tip the car with the trailer, we watched as the driver of the tow-car executed a speedy three point turn. It was impressive stuff; we decided we couldn't stand the tension of seeing them load up and set off on our return journey through South Cadbury, Compton Pauncefoot, Blackford and finally home for us to Charlton Horethorne, where the main party left us to head for home, through Milborne Port, Henstridge, Stalbridge 


Margaret Cressey

BARN DANCE '89

This proved to be the usual mixture of frivolity and chaos - though some managed to get it right. The fancy dress costumes were as varied and inventive as ever with a few transvestites of both sexes and the food and beer were well up to standard.

Despite the Fact that this is an expensive event to arrange we made a profit of £12. Well done and thanks to Gary, who made the arrangements and to those who supported the occasion. The fancy dress honours went to Stuart and Shirley Weaver who appeared respectively as an 18 AF Spanner (with nut) and an elegant bolt.

Thanks to Lawrence for a teasing quiz last Club Night.

Thanks to Glyn and Gary for representing the Club at the special meeting of the Austin Seven Clubs' Association.

Anyone for tennis? There is the possibility of a Club Tennis Evening on 22nd June. Let Glyn know if you are interested in taking part.

Thanks again to Alan Seymour for some generous cut-price prizes for the Club Night Raffle and to Brian Hooper for some Barn Dance prizes.

WVPC Motorcade - 4th June - If you would like to join the DA7C Club Stand at this event, please contact Bernard, as last year.

BERNIE REPORTS that the Ulster's finished which isn't bad going. He must have confidence in his handiwork as it is already taxed and insured!

ANOTHER 'NEW' CAR soon to be seen is Roger Nunn's father's Grasshopper, which is 'just about finished'.

CLUB EASTER RUN TO JERSEY- By all accounts this went extremely well and no mishaps have been reported. A full account is expected for the May Newsletter.
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MAY NEWSLETTER - Yours contributions needed by 30th April or earlier.
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FOR SALE

ALL TO FIT AUSTIN RUBY:​

Bonnet
£15

Boot
£4
Grill.
£20

Set of front and rear wings
£,20

Back axle
£50

Battery box lids (2)
£4 pair

Rear bumper
f5

Window winder handles
£4 pair

5 late Ruby hub-caps
50p each .

17" and 18" wheels-
£4 each

Dash with starter and choke control
£8

Radiators
£10 each

Girling brake drums
£4 each

Cylinder heads - high and low comp.
£3 each

Exhaust manifolds
f,3 each

Chassis
£10

2 x 3 hearing crank cases, one with rods
E10 each

4 speed gear boxes - early and late
£10 each

Cylinder blocks
£10 each

Also:​

Small steel windscreen with good glass, possibly fit A7 saloon
£5

Errand boy's hike
£10

A copy of "Round the World in a Baby Austin" by Hector

McQuame, first published in 1933 and now out of print

with 27 black and white plates
.
£12
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EVENTS APRIL
Thursday 20th April - CLUB NIGHT. Meet at the Elm Tree at 8 pm for a short evening run to the East Close Hotel.

Sunday 23rd April - CLUB ST GEORGE'S DAY RUN to North Dorset to include a walk in bluebell woods and an invitation to tea with Merv and Fran at Broad Oak. 10.30 for 10.45 am.

Thursday 27th April - COMMITTEE MEETING at THE MANOR HOUSE, WEST PARLEY (Note change of venue) 8.30pm.

MAY
Thursday 4th May -'8 to Late' at The Manor House, West Parley.

Thursday 18th May - CLUB NIGHT. Meet at the Elm Tree at 8pm for a short evening run to The Cross Keys, Mannington.

Sunday 21st May - CLUB RUN. Details next month.

WIDER EVENTS
See previous Newsletters plus:​

29th/30th April - West Hampshire Show at Somerley Park, Ringwood.

24th June - Charlton Horethorne Feast Day. Details below.

23rd July - East Somerset Railway Vintage Vehicle Rally, Cranmore, Somerset. 12th/13th August - Yeovil Festival of Transport, Barwick Park, Yeovil.

30th August - 3rd Sept.  21st Great Dorset Steam Fair Tarrant Hinton, Blandford. 9th/10th September - Beaulieu Autojumble.

CHARLTON HORTHORNE FEAST DAY 1989 SATURDAY 24th JUNE 1989 at 2pm,

We have once again been asked to organise a display of vintage and classic cars on the garage forecourt. The display has proved to he very popular in the past and last year may people commented (favourably!) on those who dressed to suit the period of their cars.

As usual the Feast Day events will be spread throughout the Village, with stalls on the Green, a flower festival in the Church, a tea dance in the Village Hall (with music to match those 1930's outfits) as well as various competitions, sideshows, cream teas, etc. There will also be a Barn Dance in the evening.

The proceeds from the day are divided between the village school and hall.

Last-t year the school received nearly £400 and enabled the PTA to purchase a new computer for the Infant class.

If you would like to bring your car along for the afternoon, perhaps you could contact us, Richard or Margaret Cressey ( 096 322 526)

